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Introduction
The maintenance of law and order should be the major focus of the police force. According to Parliament in the year 2023, the two legal organizations known as the Office of Constables and the police force combined make up a massive part of the Police Service in the United Kingdom. The practice of evidence-based policing involves considering all evidence that may be pertinent while making judgements about practices, policies, and judgements. For this article to carry out its goal, it will do research on a wide variety of evidence-based policy issues about the use of body-worn cameras. All aspects of the method, including its advantages and disadvantages, the possible uses it may have, and the ethical considerations associated with using it, will be examined.  
Main body

The term "evidence-based policing" (EBP) refers to the use of the "best available evidence" to support and refute "policies, practices, and decisions" (Police, 2023). On the other hand, Brown et al. (2018) noted that the scope of EBP includes a deeper understanding of contemporary policing issues, the deployment of the right solutions, and improving the legitimacy of policing. These ideas explain the usefulness and benefits of EBP. 
[bookmark: _Int_ksc0DqvT]However, it is also acknowledged that the application of EBP tactics and principles does not provide clear solutions to police issues MITCHELL, Renée; HUEY, Laura (ed.). The use of the best available evidence in the day-to-day work of officers, volunteers, and staff is the fundamental idea of evidence-based policing (Police, 2023). 
There are several theories applied to make evidence-based policing effective, found and presented as follows.
Rational choice theory is a critically important theory applied in evidence-based policing. According to this theory, choices are made by offenders in committing a crime based on the rationality of the crime (Roach, Nd). The rationality is considered by the offenders based on the risks and rewards predicted for each of the crimes. Moreover, Nickerson (2021) has said that a person is always prone to commit a crime and the actual accomplishment of the same is driven by the availability of the right opportunity. Similarly, committing a crime is barred when the involved risk is high, leading to the concept of crime being deliberate and calculated. It is applied in evidence-based policing to understand the possible or past choices of an offender depending on the analysis and research on the situation (as evidence) involved in a policing problem. 
Routine activities theory is another criminological theory that underpins the application of evidence-based policing. The routine activities theory analyses the crime from the viewpoint of the offenders. Three dimensions as per this theory form the basis of a crime to be favorable. These are the intention of the offender to commit a crime, the availability of a suitable target and the lack of a capable guardian (Luo et al., 2020). Therefore, according to this theory, Cohen, L. E., & Felson, M. (1979) the assessment of the situation by the offender in terms of the above dimensions will be the decisive factor in a crime. In evidence-based policing, research and knowledge are one of its significant aspects. 
Crime pattern theory makes use of the concept of crime patterns to find the nature of the link that exists between offenders and victims in terms of location and time. According to this hypothesis, there is only a high possibility of a crime being committed when the activity zones of targets and offenders meet (van Sleeuwen et al., 2021). This research was conducted by van Sleeuwen and colleagues in the year 2021. The purpose of crime pattern theory is to understand the locations of crime generators and crime attractor locations, as well as the formation of repeat areas of offending for individuals and groups of offenders, in addition to more aggregate crime hot spots and cold spots. This is carried out by utilising the major components of the built and social environment, which are activity nodes, paths between nodes, neighborhoods and neighborhood edges, and the socioeconomic backcloth, in conjunction with the routine movements of the population in general according to Paul and Patricia Brantingham, (Crime Paternity Theory January 2021). 
Body Worn video (BWV) cameras are attached to the uniform of officers. The aesthetical details include that the device is small and completely visible. These devices are utilised for capturing both video and audio evidence. These cameras are mostly issued for officers specifically meeting the public (Police, 2023). The captured footage with these body worn video cameras presents the incident from the officer’s perspective as evidence. Technical details of the cameras might include manufacturer (Axon), storage, functioning and other similar aspects. Red lights flash when recording as a sign of making aware that people are being recorded.
The use of body-worn video cameras has several specific features. When an officer turns on the camera at the beginning of an encounter, this starts recording the incident (Cubitt et al., 2017). It continues to record until other systems, such as the CCTV at police stations, halt it or intervene. Because the use of these body worn cameras is operation specific, recording is not typically done. These cameras should only be used in specified circumstances, such as when there is interaction with automobiles, when there are arrests being made, when there are searches being conducted. 
The footage captured might be considered essential evidence, hence these devices are also significantly important in evidence-based policing. Therefore, firstly, the devices are used to arrange evidence which is an essential part of evidence-based policing (Police, 2023). As an example, in Essex, among many different initiatives for handling domestic abuse, the incorporation of body worn video was also included which helped in producing evidence (Owens et al., 2014). Secondly, it was mentioned earlier that these cameras are commonly used in search situations dealing with vehicles. Therefore, the purpose of using these also revolves around the aspect of supporting transparency. As mentioned earlier, the purposes of using body worn video cameras contribute towards evidence-based policing. It assesses the strengths, weaknesses and ethical aspects associated with these devices and is described as follows.
The strengths of the evidence are the first advantage that can be brought up when discussing the benefits of using these gadgets. The fact that the evidence generated by such devices is in the form of audio and video and that it is recorded from the viewpoint of an officer and that the footage is uploaded to the server makes it very unlikely that the evidence has been tampered with in any way. On the other hand, by evaluating the event recording, one can see the occurrence from the beginning, which gives one the chance to evaluate the entire circumstance. This is another one of the system's strengths. The economic aspect is another perspective that may be used to analyses the strengths. According to information obtained from the United Kingdom Police Department (Police, 2023), an expected yearly savings of £125,000 has been revealed. As a result, the strengths are of tremendous importance and value to the criminal justice system.
Apart from strengths, there are some weaknesses of using body-worn cameras also. Firstly, the aspect of assault on police officers can be considered. As per data from the UK (United Kingdom) College of Policing, it has been found in studies that there was a 15.9% increase seen in the number of assaults (or resistance against officers) on the police officers wearing a BWV camera (Police, 2023). 
Case of Worn Camera
In 2017, the Metropolitan Police introduced body-worn cameras for its officers to enhance transparency, accountability, and gather evidence during interactions with the public. One significant incident that was captured on these cameras was the shooting of a man named Rashan Charles.
On July 22, 2017, Rashan Charles was involved in a police chase and was apprehended by officers in a shop in East London. During the apprehension, a struggle ensued, and an officer restrained Charles. Video footage from the officer's body-worn camera showed that during the struggle, the officer used force to subdue Charles, who later became unresponsive.
Rashan Charles was taken to a hospital but tragically died a brief time later. The incident led to protests and public outcry, as people demanded answers and accountability. The body-worn camera footage was crucial in investigating the circumstances leading to Rashan Charles' death and figuring out the actions taken by the police officers involved.
The incident sparked debates about police conduct, use of force, and the effectiveness of body-worn cameras in ensuring transparency and holding law enforcement accountable for their actions. It also highlighted the importance of proper training and protocols for officers when using body-worn cameras during interactions with the public. Article by Rebecca Omonira-Oyekanmi
29 May 2019, 12.01am.


Ethics and privacy are among the critical aspects associated with the usage of body worn cameras. As per the data protection regulations in the UK, the officers are bound to inform people about being recorded. Moreover, the ethics aspects also include the fact that body-worn video cameras have a sign of recording in the form of a flashing red light. Moreover, the ethical considerations also consider the storage and handling of footage. The footage is recorded in an internal storage facility which is uploaded to secure servers. Footage that is not marked as useful as evidence is automatically erased after 31 days (Police, 2023). The retained footage is kept by supporting guidelines from the Information Commissioner and Management of Police Information. Therefore, the ethical concerns of the body worn video cameras are justified.
The use of body worn video technology in policing has been implemented in handling several types of crimes. Here, evaluation of the use of domestic violence and abuse will be focused on. Between 2008 and 2011, in Essex four domestic murders took place. As a part of the implementation of measures in response to this, body worn cameras were proposed and incorporated by Essex Police with the purpose to improve the number of incidents that progressed to the Criminal Justice System (Roach, nd). The evaluation of the use of body worn video technology can be done by considering different dimensions like effectiveness, rate of crime and contribution to the criminal justice system. According to Owens et al. (2014), the impact of the usage of BWV is firstly related to the type of sanction detection (SD) rate. 
A higher proportion of charges among SD in the incidents attended by at least one officer wearing such a camera which is shown by the fact that 81% of SDs (Sanction Detection) (Sanction Detection) were charged. On the other hand, Smykla et al. (2016) found in the studies that the implementation of BWV technology led to a reduction of 1.2% in violent crime associated with domestic violence and abuse. 



Conclusion
The essay examined the many dimensions of the efficacy of body worn video technology. Based on the analyses and conclusions presented in the article, evidence-based policing has significant importance within the realm of police in the United Kingdom. Various theoretical frameworks, such as the rational choice theory, routine activities theory, and criminal pattern theory, are used within the context of evidence-based policing. Furthermore, the article has comprehensively addressed the many dimensions of body worn video technology within the context of evidence-based policing. A comprehensive examination has been conducted to explore the merits, shortcomings, and ethical issues associated with the consequences of body worn technology. A comprehensive assessment of this tool's use within the framework of domestic violence and abuse has also been conducted. The efficacy of body-worn cameras (BWV) has been seen to supply varying outcomes.
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