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This report includes a discussion of the explanations provided by Jonathan Haber on the topic of critical thinking in the volume of MIT Press. The report summarises certain sections from the volume of Critical Thinking. This report also analyzes critical thinking skills and their benefits in daily life. The ways to improve the individual’s ability of critical thinking skills are also mentioned in this report. The report further evaluates the important learning points from the source of Critical thinking skills by Jonathan Haber along with the example. Jonathan Haber further argues that critical thinking skills that take place in a diverse audience and in academics are a belief that knowledge alone cannot assist us in solving the issues or the problems that we face in society and we face as an individual.












Summary of the book 

Jonathan Haber, in the volume of the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, has explained that the most important critical thinking issue in the current environment is that the number of people is not doing enough of it. The skills of critical thinking can be practised, taught, and evaluated. A research report, in the year 2013, by the Association of American College and Universities illustrated that the national education priorities and other research projects have stressed the importance of critical thinking skills. The report has also indicated that 75% of the employers surveyed said that the employers or the managers need more prominence in the area of critical thinking skills. The economic changes in the world led to mass production to trigger their interest in developing critical thinking skills. In the field of academics, critical thinking skills are often used to indicate an exit strategy from the traditional system of learning. In the contemporary world, critical thinking skills have taken an essential role in global educational debates (Haber, 2020). Jonathan Haber further argues that critical thinking skills that take place in a diverse audience and in academics are a belief that knowledge alone cannot assist us in solving the issues or the problems that we face in society and we face as an individual. The commentary was made in the year 2016, in the U.S. election that most Americans made decisions according to their emotions rather than their reasons, which implies that the potentiality of the public to think critically does not take place or is simply short-circuited. The book also discussed that controlling bias is a similar critical thinking skill. The author has also argued that critical thinking skills can be taught, practised, and evaluated in the individual’s life (Tupling, 2021). The author also explains that critical thinking skills are one of the most essential skills of the twenty-first century and is a key to success in the workplace and in educational institutions. He has also further extended his points that critical thinking skills are important for the survival of the democratic community or society. 
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Critical thinking skills can improve communication skills as well. As communication is examined as one of the essential frameworks of critical thinking skills, the individual’s ability to think rationally and implement that into practical life can help the individual to achieve certain goals due to the individual’s ability of critical thinking. Communication skills not only include relaying words or phrases, but also include active listening to others’ opinions and thoughts for drawing out some effective ideas for academics and at the workplace. It is considered that people with better skills of critical thinking are good at communication (Tharp et al., 2022). Therefore, unlocking our thoughts helps us to convey important information to others in any field of academics and at the workplace. The process of decision-making in the personal life and in professional life depends on the critical thinking skills of the individual. However, the curious mind knows how to control emotions while making decisions. This skill will enable the individual to ask questions and seek answers from the thoughts and opinions of other people. Therefore, the individual can improve their critical thinking skills by considering more points of view than just one. Everyone in the University or at the workplace acquires different opinions, thoughts, and motives about a certain thing. It is essential to ask questions about the source and evidence to support their opinions and arguments. Critical thinking skills can be improved by evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments to generate a decision. One can also enhance the ability of critical thinking skills by questioning one’s own beliefs and assumptions (Denning et al., 2019). In academics, asking questions in class about a certain topic will help the students to research deeper and generate solutions for the assignments or projects. Critical thinking skills are important for identifying fake news and real news from different sources of media. Advanced technology, especially the Internet, has resulted in providing various fake news and information about a certain topic or personality in social media. We can improve our critical thinking skills by doing research and digging deep into the roots of the information. Therefore, critical thinking skills in doing research and focusing on the main points will help the individual to differentiate between fake and official news or information.
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From the above source, I have learned that Critical Thinking skills are of utmost importance in the field of academics and in different departments of the workplace. The source also provided the fact that employers also look out for employees with better critical thinking skills for the firm. It is believed that the knowledge, which the individual acquires, is not enough for solving the problems alone, as an individual or as in society as well. From the above source, I also learned that a well-developed set of critical thinking skills boost empowerment and confidence (Alsaleh, 2020). These skills will help the individual to skillfully collect information and knowledge in a more specific and clear way. As it provides critical thinking tools, one can confidently adjust to more problems and issues in personal life. The skills of critical thinking assist students to grow competencies which will serve them in their professional lives for future development (Landa et al., 2021). Throughout the daily lives of the individual, one’s potential of thinking critically, whether at work or in the University, differentiates while attaining goals or objectives. The decisions that we make influence our future, therefore, conscious creative critical thinking makes us aware of understanding the long-term inference. As the individual makes decisions without awareness, some unconscious choices have influenced the lives of the individual without acknowledging the consequences of the decisions. Therefore, the ability of critical thinking skills of the individual helps in making effective decisions by actively participating in the process of decision-making. From the above source, one can also identify that the skills of critical thinking are one of the important skills of the 21st Century. Due to globalisation, there is an enormous change in the economy of particular countries, which leads to mass production of developing the interest in becoming critical thinkers (Willingham, 2019). The implementation of critical thinking skills in practical life helps the individual to be open-minded and solves problems by implementing an effective solution. For example, if the waitstaff of the restaurant needs to improve the speed of their service, then the managers of the firm can consider reassigning the particular duties to the kitchen personnel or the bussers so that the waitstaff can serve and deliver the food more quickly (Pollaro et al., 2022).
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This report has come to the conclusion that skills of critical thinking are important in the daily lives of the individual and it is considered one of the essential skills of the twenty-first century. The individual’s ability of critical thinking skills makes difference while implementing decisions in certain situations. The report has also come to the conclusion that critical thinking skills boost the confidence level of the individual. 
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