Carly Hinder
2318486

The life of a dachshund

This essay will focus on the dachshund as a particular breed of dog. Firstly, it will examine the dachshund's historical background and the purposes for which the breed was developed.  Secondly, it will describe the particular characteristics of the breed and go over certain medical conditions that are related to dachshunds and how those issues may impact their physical health and life expectancy.  Thirdly, the average lifespan of a miniature dachshund compared to a standard-sized dachshund will be examined and it will list the benefits and challenges of keeping this kind of breed as a family pet.
Flaim, (2020) acknowledged that dachshund's hunting heritage originated in Germany.  Although the breed's origins can be traced back to the 15th century, its development began in Germany in the 17th century.  The German term for dachshund is badger dog as the breed was created to pursue badgers.
According to Ripley, (2016), dachshunds were bred to produce two distinct sizes which are the standard and the miniature.  The standard can weigh up to 35 pounds and the miniature can weigh up to 11 pounds.  The standard size was used to hunt badgers and foxes and the miniature size was used to hunt smaller animals like rabbits and rats.  The coats of dachshunds can be longhaired, wirehaired, or smooth.  The smooth coat was once the standard for all Dachshunds, and it continues to be the most common.
Key, (2018) recognised that dachshunds come in a variety of colours, ranging from two-toned coats like black and tan to solid colours like red or cream.  Additionally, dachshunds can be found in two unusual diluted colours which are blue and lilac, these colours are made from diluted chocolate and diluted black.  A dilution gene known as Colour Dilution Alopecia (CDA) is the cause of these diluted colours. This is a genetic disorder that causes pigmentation to change, resulting in the appearance of unusual colours and can cause the dog to suffer from hair loss.  Dogs with diluted colours typically have weaker, thinner hair shafts that are more prone to infection and sunburn, both of which increase the risk of cancer.  Ballif et al., (2021) acknowledged that dachshunds can also be carriers of the dapple gene, which creates white markings in their coat.  Breeding a dapple dachshund with another dachshund that carries the dapple gene may result in puppies inheriting additional genes, which increases the likelihood that the puppies will be born with hearing and vision loss.
Bhanu, (2022) suggests that dachshunds were specifically designed to have short, slightly curved legs around the ribcage and compact, tight feet to allow the dog to push the dirt behind them as it dug its way down the badger hole.  The dog required a prominent breastbone, referred to as the prow, and a well-angled shoulder and upper arm to allow for a good range of motion when digging.  To provide the dog with the endurance required to fight for hours underground, the dog's ribcage needed to be long and well-developed to shield the internal organs.  The dog's front end was particularly important because it would be facing the badger head-on and would have limited space to turn around.  Therefore, the face was built to protect the eyes with a prominent bridge bone to give the dog the best chance of retaliating with a strong, well-hinged underjaw and large teeth.  
Colgate, (2022) recognised that dachshunds' short legs are caused by a genetic disorder known as chondrodysplasia.  Breeders specifically utilised this gene as a dwarfism gene which stunts dachshund's growth by affecting the cartilage in their legs.  Although these short legs can make the dachshund look cute, they can potentially cause them health problems throughout their life.  
Jaine, (2019) suggests that at least 25% of dachshunds suffer from a condition called intervertebral disc disease (IVDD), which affects the spine and can cause long-term suffering because of their short legs and long backs.  Petmd.com, (2019) described IVDD as a neurological disorder brought on by a bulging or burst spinal cord.  This can cause damage to the nerves, which can lead to paralysis if it presses against the spinal cord.  According to Veterinarian, (2021) dogs with IVDD may require medication or surgery as a form of treatment, depending on the extent of the damage to the spine.  While some dogs may recover completely, dogs with severe IVDD will not have a good quality of life, and the veterinarian may suggest euthanasia for these dogs.
Seath, (2022) believes that the average life span of a miniature dachshund is 10.2 years, whereas a standard dachshund will typically live for 11.2 years.  Iacono, (2022) argued that the average lifespan of a Dachshund is 12.7 years, but many live to be a lot older. Slawson, (2020) agrees and believes that dachshunds are one of the longest-living dog breeds.  The oldest Dachshund known to exist was a smooth Dachshund who lived to be 25 years old.
Seath, (2020) acknowledged a rise in interest in sausage dogs has occurred globally due to their distinctive appearance.   Kriss, (2017) recognises that as hunters of dangerous prey, dachshunds are inherently intelligent, alert, self-reliant, and stubborn.  Despite their adorable and small appearance, this breed is well known for their loud barking, which makes them excellent guard dogs.  Fleming, (2019) suggests that because dachshunds are pack dogs and enjoy being a part of the family, they make wonderful family pets. Dachshunds are devoted and protective animals that generally get along well with children.  The breed is a great companion and requires very little exercise.  Vesna, (2019) argued that while dachshunds can be excellent family pets, there are a few things to keep in mind.  Due to their natural tendency towards jealousy and selfishness, dachshunds may become possessive of their toys and human companions.  When a dachshund feels intimidated, they are known to act aggressively towards other dogs, and the stubborn nature of dachshunds can make them challenging to train.
In summary, the dachshund breed was created with a specific goal of being a working dog, with a focus on badger hunting.  The breed's unique shape allowed it to fit into small burrows, which helped the breed perform its job well but also resulted in physical conditions that affected the breed's quality of life and longevity.  Dachshunds come in a variety of colours, but some colours can also have negative effects on life expectancy and can increase the risk of diseases like cancer.  Despite this, dachshunds can make wonderful family pets and can live long, fulfilling lives if given proper care.  However, owning a dachshund can present challenges, so persistence is essential.  
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