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A Scoping Review of Linked Blood Donations in Minority Communities in Birmingham (2018–2023): Identifying Themes Using Aveyard’s Simplified Thematic Analysis

Review Question and Objectives
The review question guiding this study is:
“What are the barriers, facilitators, and themes in linked blood donations among minority communities in Birmingham (2018–2023)?”
The primary aim is to systematically map existing research on linked blood donation in Birmingham’s minority communities using a scoping review approach. The objectives are to:
1. Identify and categorise key themes within the literature.
2. Highlight evidence gaps for future research.
3. Provide insights to inform practice and NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) policy.

Rationale
I selected the topic since the problem of blood donation can be critical in healthcare, and as one of the most diverse cities in the UK, there are considerable mistakes of minorities in Birmingham. This directly affects patients who may need ethnically matched blood like patients with Sickle cell disease (Fogarty et al., 2022). The research is very timely since, over the last five years, the NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) has intensified efforts on publicising blood donation among minority groups; however, obstacles of trust, cultural inclinations, and awareness still exist. The review is timely and relevant to the current healthcare issues as it addresses evidence within the period of 2018-2023 (Randhawa and Gardiner, 2022). Notably, the literature on the barriers and facilitators affecting the participation of minorities as donors has a definite gap in knowledge (Ferguson et al., 2022). The scoping review will serve to bridge that gap, as it will map significant themes in current research and offer valuable information that can inform NHSBT policy and practise to address inequalities in recruitment and reduce adverse effects of disparities on recruitment improvement.




Methodology
This review will follow Arksey and O’Malley’s (2005) five-stage scoping review framework: (1) identifying the research question, (2) identifying relevant studies, (3) study selection, (4) charting the data, and (5) collating, summarising, and reporting results.
· Inclusion criteria: Peer-reviewed studies published in English between 2018–2023, focused on blood donation and minority communities in the UK (with emphasis on Birmingham).
· Exclusion criteria: non-peer-reviewed sources, studies outside the timeframe, and research unrelated to UK minority donor issues.
· Databases: PubMed, MEDLINE, Scopus, and CINAHL will be searched using terms such as “linked blood donation,” “minority donors,” “Birmingham,” and “sickle cell.”
· Analysis: Aveyard’s (2023) simplified thematic analysis will be used to code and categorise findings into overarching themes.

Ethical Considerations
As this review will use only secondary data, no ethical approval is required. Ethical practice will be maintained through accurate referencing, critical appraisal of evidence, and avoidance of bias or misrepresentation (Greene et al., 2023).

Conclusion
This proposal outlines a structured plan for a scoping review of linked blood donation in Birmingham’s minority communities. The study will generate a thematic map of barriers and facilitators, highlight evidence gaps, and provide recommendations for NHSBT strategies to improve donor recruitment and reduce health inequalities.
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