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[bookmark: _Toc26887397]My targets from the previous assignment.

	[bookmark: cysill]Targed/Target 1
	To widen your reading so that your discussion has greater credibility.

	Targed/Target 2
	To make stronger connections to the role of a professional teacher and the classroom.






















[bookmark: _Toc26887398]Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice. 

Teachers play a vital role in ensuring future generations have the skills, knowledge, opportunities and well-being needed to succeed in an ever-changing world. It is likely the children of today will have jobs in the future which do not yet exist. Children also have a diverse range of needs. It is important teachers identify effective methods of teaching all learners and provide children with the foundations needed to succeed. (Welsh Government, 2017). Teachers need to have an understanding of how children develop and plan at a level which is appropriate for the developmental needs of the children in their classroom. (Welsh Government, 2015).  Nature verses nurture is still debated, however developmental experts mostly agree that every aspect of a child’s development is a result of nature and nurture. It is also recognised that some development occurs in stages and other aspects are continuous. It is important teachers understand this. (Bee and Boyd, 2007). Often Educational practise in classrooms has derived from child development theories. Theorists, such as Piaget, Freud and Erikson believed child development is a result of external factors, others believe internal and some, such as Vygotsky believe a holistic approach is required. (Wong, 2015, P. 645 and 646). A holistic approach is where all areas of learning are linked, and this supports a number of different aspects of development instead of just focusing on one area. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2008). In my assignment, I have concentrated on three areas: Physical development, emotional development and cognitive development. 

During the early years physical development and cognitive development are linked closely. If a child has problems with their physical development, it could be an indication of learning difficulties. Physical development is increasing the function and skill of the body. Children need to develop their gross motor skills and fine motor skills in order to further develop. Co-ordination and control of their body, arm and leg muscles develops gross motor skills. Handing small items develops small muscles, hand and eye co-ordination and fine motor skills. (Welsh Assembly government, 2008). On the pupil profile (please see appendix 1), it describes how Ella “can’t imitate zig zag lines” and she “scribbles on paper.” Ella should now be copying and writing letters and words. She should also be able to use written language and have started producing emergent writing.  (Curriculum for Wales: Foundation Phase Framework). The role of the teacher to develop Ella in these area’s would be to first develop her fine motor skills. At bridging, I observed the reception children taking part in a “Dough Disco.” The teacher gave each child a piece of clay. They manipulated this clay with their hands, in time to music and a lady giving instructions on the television. They squished, pulled and poked the clay. They really enjoyed this activity, therefore also encouraging emotional development. Other strategies observed at bridging that could develop Ella physically were, threading, using beads and string. Cutting hats, scarfs and gloves out of paper and gluing them to a picture of a snowman, using the scissors to cut would aid Ella’s fine motor skills and using a set of tweezers to move colourful beads from one container to another. The pupil profile indicates Ella needs adult support with many aspects of Physical development. When a child is four years of age, they are quite independent, they walk almost like an adult does, they like to jump, and they can move with a sense of good balance. (Meggitt, 2012). At bridging I observed a nursery PE lesson. The children were ages three and four, they appeared more physically advanced than Ella. The majority were steady on their feet, running and changing direction on instruction. They walked along a bench, jumped off, picked up a piece of card and said the shape on the card. Only one little boy needed the assistance from the teacher to step down from the bench, the majority jumped off with confidence. Ella can appear unsteady on her feet, especially playing outdoors. We do not know Ella’s background, so it is difficult to pass judgement. However, maybe she does not have access to outside space at home? She may benefit more from outside play. At bridging, they had free play outside. There were older children on the infant yard. They were “Playground buddies.” Their purpose was to show the younger children how to play certain games and support them when needed. Vygotsky’s theory of the zone of proximal development shows how a child cannot do certain activities alone but can achieve these with the help from a more knowledgeable, other person. (Bee and Boyd, 2007). I believe this could help Ella.  Play is essential to a child’s development. Play helps a child holistically develop. (Meggitt, 2012). In agreement is the Curriculum for Wales: Foundation Phase framework, which explains opportunities should be given to develop gross motor skills, co-ordination, muscle tone, balance, control and direction of travel.  

To aid emotional development, a teacher needs to teach and support children in learning how to recognise and control their behaviours and emotions. Often children cannot use words appropriately to express how they feel about different situations, experiences, people and objects. This can result in negative or disruptive behaviour.  (Health, Social Care and Children’s Services, 2013). The pupil profile states, “Ella is not always happy to separate from her mum each morning.” John Bowlby researched the bond children have with adults and now they react when they are separated. His theory of attachment explains how children form a closer attachment to a small number of adults to feel safe and secure. This could suggest Ella is seeking reassurance and comfort from her mum because she possibly feels anxious about the thought of being without her mum. (Pound, 2014). At bridging, the role of the teacher was very important when she experienced similar. At the start of term, quite a number of children in the nursery were unhappy to let their parents leave in the mornings. A good strategy the teacher implemented addressed this. The first week she allowed the parents to come into the classroom with the children and help with bags and coats, they then left. The following week the parents came into the classroom, but they had to stand back allowing the children remove bags and coats themselves. Next, the parents came into the building but waited in the foyer area. Until finally the children had built up enough self-confidence and self-esteem that they felt comfortable with their family member remaining outside the door and then leaving. This links with cognitive and social development because Vygotsky believed that cognitive development needed to be guided. Jerome Bruner called this scaffolding. (Bee and Boyd, 2007). The environment plays a role in emotional development. At bridging, displays showed colourful messages about well-being, growth mindset and mindfulness. One display asked, “How are you feeling?’ The teacher created these to promote self-esteem and aid the children with emotional development.  Displays such as these would help Ella, because the pupil profile explains how she can only, “at times show affection for other children.” Visual displays with words such as being friendly, kind and helpful would help further develop her emotionally. She is aware that "others may have different feelings." This could be further developed by teaching her more about friendships. I observed a mindfulness assembly. There was soft meditation music, and a video of a waterfall. The teacher told a story about friendship with a calm voice. This would teach Ella about friendship and other emotions. The pupil profile states she is “beginning to communicate her feelings and is aware that others may have different feelings.” Whereas this is good, the profile also goes on to state that “Ella rarely initiates talk but will respond.” I observed circle time being used on a number of occasions. This was a very effective practise. The children held a small, speaking item, such as a small wooden turtle and they were the only person allowed to speak at that time. They would speak aloud, answering the teacher’s question. This would be a good activity for Ella because it would help her to communicate her feelings. Russell Grigg (2010) writes about how when a teacher uses circle time, they can learn a lot about how the children are feeling.  If a child is sad or angry, you can ask why? Bronfenbrenner’s ecological system’s theory (see appendix 2), shows how parents, teachers and support staff are Ella’s microsystem. These people have the most influence on Ella. (Pound, 2009). It is difficult to make judgement on Ella’s emotional development because we do not know the full picture. We do not know what her home life is like. We do not know if her parents are supportive. We do not know if she has any additional learning needs. As a teacher you cannot diagnose, but you can gather evidence and pass this to the school’s Additional learning need’s co-ordinator, who will then liaise with any relevant professional partners in order to ensure the best provision for Ella. (Gov.uk, 2017) 

Cognitive development is a child’s ability to understand and think. This includes memory, perception, the ability to recognise, solve problems and communicate information. (Asmussen, Law, Charlton, Aquah, Brims, Pote, and McBride, 2018). Jean Piaget’s theory of cognitive development shows how he believes that children learn in four stages. In each of the stages a child has certain characteristics and certain developmental changes. (Bee and Boyd, 2007). Piaget believed a child could only learn when they are at a particular stage of development and it was not enough to just practice or reinforce learning. He believed when we learn something new, we put this information together with existing information. Piaget called these schemas. (Pound, 2014).  Ella is in “The Preoperational Stage.” See appendix 3.  I believe that the teacher needs to develop Ella’s language skills. At bridging, I observed a Read Write Inc lesson. I feel a programme such as this would benefit Ella. The teacher first revisited letter sounds the children had learned the previous few days. The teacher said the sounds. The children said the sounds. They looked at pictures which had words, that included the sounds. They then said the sounds to a “Perfect partner.” This was the person who was sitting next to them on the carpet.  Once they had revisited previous sounds, they started to learn a new sound. They built on what was prior learned but also revisiting the previous days sounds reinforced the learning. J.B. Watson believed, repetition and reinforcement aids moving learning from short term memory to long term memory. (Grigg, R, 2010). I believe by revisiting learning, this will help Ella, with activities such as her not joining in with singing. By Four years of age, children can usually repeat songs, making few errors. (Meggitt, 2012).  Maybe, she does not have confidence because she does not know the songs? The teacher could make it fun, different and repeat songs to aid her cognitive development and encourage her to join in. In contrast to Piaget, Vygotsky did not believe development was a staged, undirected approach.  He believed children can move between stages depending on problems or experience. Vygotsky believed language plays a vital role in cognitive development. (Gray and Macblain, 2015). The pupil profile explains, Ella can name some simple objects. At bridging I saw lots of opportunities for role play. The role of the teacher could be to encourage Ella to play in the role play areas to aid development. This would increase her knowledge and understanding of more items. Vygotsky believed that imaginary play develops speech. He believed social development and cognitive development are connected but he believed firstly social learning occurs and then development. This is opposite to what Jean Piaget believed. His theory is development occurs before learning. (Derbyshire Services for Schools, 2019).  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Teachers have professional and legal responsibilities. Qualified teachers are regulated by the Education workforce council, established by the Education (Wales) Act 2014. It ensures teachers uphold professional practice and good conduct. Teachers have a duty of care when working with children and young people from ages 0-19. They need to be good role models and act appropriately. (Education Workforce Council 2019). Children as young as Ella may not be aware or old enough to stand up for their rights. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is a statement of Children’s rights. The role of the teacher is to ensure children are aware of their rights and ensure that children are safe, happy and healthy. A teacher needs to ensure children’s rights are considered when planning lessons.  Many of the articles would apply to a child in school but some main articles would be article 28, the right to an education and article 23 which relates to children with disabilities. Please see appendix 4 for a summery. (Unicef.org.uk, 2010).

A holistic approach will identify where a child is in their development and how to help them progress successfully. Professor Graham Donaldson’s report has four purposes, one is all children should be “ambitious, capable, learners.” (Gov.wales, 2015). In order to achieve this a teacher needs to have an understanding of the diverse needs of all learners. 
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page 1 of 2. Tom Cox. Lecturer at The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (2019).
[image: ]






Ella’s pupil profile.
 Page 2 of 2. Tom Cox. Lecturer at The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (2019).
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[bookmark: _Toc26887404]Bronfenbrenner’s Ecological Systems Theory.
 Carys Jennings. Lecturer at The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (2019).
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[bookmark: _Toc26887406]Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive development. 
Tom Cox. Lecturer at The University of Wales, Trinity Saint David (2019).
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