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The Association of Muslims Schools (AMS) is an organisation that acts as an umbrella body for many of the Islamic schools across UK. Within their website, currently 187 Islamic schools show up in their directory in the United Kingdom. They range from primary to comprehensive; of which are either gender specific or mixed, with some being residential boarding and others specialising in advanced Islamic study programmes.[footnoteRef:1] Given the numbers it is incredibly small as compared to the overall schools just in England alone of 24,372.[footnoteRef:2] Nonetheless, the Islamic schools continues to be a controversial debate. The purpose of this essay is to highlight the importance of Islamic schools for Muslims in the United Kingdom. [1:  Muslim Schools | AMS UK, http://ams-uk.org/muslim-schools/ edn, 2018 vols  <http://ams-uk.org/muslim-schools/> [accessed Sep 17, 2018].]  [2:  Number of Schools, Teachers and Students in England, https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/number-of-schools-teachers-and-students-in-england/number-of-schools-teachers-and-students-in-england edn, 2018 vols () <https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/number-of-schools-teachers-and-students-in-england/number-of-schools-teachers-and-students-in-england> [accessed 18 September 2018].] 


There have been many studies into the education of Muslim communities and how it might impact on issues of identity and culture. There is still contrasting opinions of the education system best for Muslim communities. Faith based schools indoctrinates children and therefore the children having less autonomy. Muslims may get a weaker form of liberal education without compromising their education. [footnoteRef:3] Other academics oppose by considering the values taught are from a secularist viewpoint which are contradictory to fundamental beliefs. [footnoteRef:4] [3:  Shiraz Thobani, Islam in the School Curriculum (London: Continuum, 2010). p.45]  [4:  Thobani, p45] 

Dawkins states that it is important for children to learn about all religions. However, he is against the parents assuming their religious identity on their children, as he argues it should be the child’s right to choose. His argument is that as children are too young to decide, they should be given the freedom to learn about all the religions and given the chance to make up their own minds when of understanding age.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Faith Schools and Children's Rights. Dir. FreeThinker. <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Nx7eb82n_o&index=1&list=PL3sWVIJuhoxFicl_tMeL2ncznkbCE1NeQ>[accessed Sep 19, 2018].] 

Mukadam of AMS, states that the rights of children to choose their religion comes when a child gets to an age of understanding however, he argues that within the Islamic belief it is the parent’s responsibility and duty and right to bring up the child according to the Islamic principles. He further states, that by putting children in Islamic schools will make them in to better human beings and that religion teaches children to respect and have consciousness of their fellow students. Lakhani of the Hindu Academy upholds that faith-based schools are exclusivists whereby they can device children.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Faith Schools and Children's Rights. ] 

Nanji highlights the importance of having Islamic schools within UK in three points, the first being that due to the rise in hostility towards Muslims it is important to have an Islamic faith establishment within the society. Secondly, to give young Muslims a sense of belonging and educational achievements, whereby they are lacking in attaining in state schools. Lastly, having the presence of Islamic schools adds to the pluralistic society which is needed.[footnoteRef:7]  [7: Nadir Nanji, 'The Importance of 'Islamic Schools' for Muslims in the United Kingdom', <https://www.academia.edu/30534544/The_importance_of_Islamic_schools_for_Muslims_in_the_United_Kingdom> [accessed 20 September 2018].] 

Hussain argues that Islamic education needs to be looked at from a theological point, whereby ‘Islam is a way of life’ for individuals. He further states that Muslim pupils need to be around an Islamic environment and be free to understand the existence of God in all facet of their lives, which an Islamic school allows. Moreover, he argues that British Muslim youths are in a constant struggle to define their own identity, from trying to understand between the western way of life, to that of their parents’ traditions. Therefore; Hussain affirms that Islamic schools are needed for society to understand their own identity but also this could lead to tackling many issues such as forced marriage, women’s rights superstitions, deal with extremism and more.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Amjad Hussain, 'Islamic Education: Why is there a Need for it?', Journal of Beliefs & Values, 25 (2004), 317-323 <https://www-tandfonline-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/abs/10.1080/1361767042000306130> [accessed Sep 28, 2018].] 

Amongst the issues that arises for Islamic schools is the strict segregation of boys and girls. This proves to be an ongoing concern and debate. BBC Radio 4 held a debate regarding this, within the panel, Phillips argues there is nothing wrong in having segregated school, her stance is that all boys and girls get equal educational opportunities and she states what matters more is not about segregating children but what they are taught. Furthermore, Zaman from the panel supports the segregation, stating that the segregation has long been embedded within British culture, therefore it should remain. Further, he argues students perform better when in a segregated school.[footnoteRef:9] The problem highlighted is that there is white-flight from where Muslims live, so it is not the schools that are the problem causing segregation, it is the white-flight.[footnoteRef:10]  [9: Michael Buerk, The Morality of Faith Schools, Moral Maze - BBC Radio 4&nbsp; https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08y1bzf edn, 2018 vols  [accessed 8 September 2018]. ]  [10:  Osama Saeed, 'Osama Saeed: What our Children Need', The Guardian, -01-19T02:15:31.000Z 2005 <https://www.theguardian.com/education/2005/jan/19/schools.uk> [accessed Sep 27, 2018].] 

Underachievement in the Muslim community is way below the national average unlike other religious minorities.[footnoteRef:11] The issue is that responding to the underachievement some have set up independent Muslim schools. However, the problem is that due to a lack of funds they find it difficult to attract qualified teachers. Chief Inspector of Schools – David Bell has threatened closure if standard is not raised. State funded Muslim schools are achieving, that is why Bell marked out independent schools for attention, he feels more of these need to be brought into the state sector.  Bell is also worried about the national cohesion and citizenship. Bell argues there would be a better integrated society with better exam results resulting in better jobs for schools such as these.[footnoteRef:12]   [11:  Osama Saeed, 'Osama Saeed: What our Children Need', The Guardian, -01-19T02:15:31.000Z 2005 <https://www.theguardian.com/education/2005/jan/19/schools.uk> [accessed Sep 27, 2018]. ]  [12:  Saeed.] 

State funded Muslim schools have little to do with religious education but more to do with the values and atmosphere at a school.  They would follow the national curriculum with a Muslim ethos. Muslims believe these types of schools would nurture their children with the boost they need to have a better Muslim contribution to society. [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Osama Saeed, 'Osama Saeed: What our Children Need', The Guardian, -01-19T02:15:31.000Z 2005 <https://www.theguardian.com/education/2005/jan/19/schools.uk> [accessed Sep 27, 2018].
] 

Teresa May explained the growing demand for Muslim faith schools and is one of the biggest gaps. Farhan Adam the Head of Leicester and Ofsted, highlighted issues of private run schools – there could be safeguarding issues as well as what they were being taught. He further went on to say that these schools would provide parents with confidence of good quality education while maintaining their Islamic ethos. [footnoteRef:14] [14: Sean Coughlan, 'Should there be More Muslim State Schools?', BBC News, -10-06 2016 <https://www.bbc.com/news/education-37484358> [accessed 18 September 2018].] 


Ghulam Abbas states that the quality of Muslim schools is more important than quantity.  The lack of expertise in the Muslim community does not help, however with the newer generations there can be turn around in terms of expertise. Abbas explains that these types of schools can be the answer to poor religious education making young people the victim of radicalisation.[footnoteRef:15]  [15:  Coughlan] 


Evans believes the answer is to better regulate independent schools rather than opening up new Muslim schools which might cause division amongst the population.  That all children should be taught the same irrespective of faith backgrounds.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Coughlan] 


Numerous points have been made in favour and against in having Islamic schools. Overall Muslim parents would like to see their children attending state Muslim schools so as to avoid liberal and secular teachings. At the same time, be in an atmosphere or ethos of Islamic teachings whereby individuals can build on their identity as well as attain sound Islamic knowledge, as a result addressing radicalisation, women rights and more. 
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