Book review: Toynbee’s View of China
湯恩比的中國觀 トインビーの中国観. 山本新, 秀村欣二 編

Arnold Toynbee was a historian. His main academic contribution is a twelve-volume study of history, which studies history from the perspective of the development of social civilization. In 1978, after Toynbee passed away, ‘Toynbee's View of China’ was published. The Editor-in-chief is Japanese scholar: Yamamoto Shin山本新 and Hidemura Kinji 秀村欣二. The core idea of this book is: "The future of the world is in China”. 
This book could help to increase the world's understanding of traditional Chinese culture
and an understanding of the country from another dimension and perspective.

Toynbee says that China has successfully solved two major problems better than the West. For hundreds of years, China has succeeded in uniting the state in a peaceful, regular, and relatively stable environment.
Moreover, China has successfully integrated an external ideological culture- Buddhism, enriching China. Daoism, Confucianism and Buddhism together were originally thought to be incompatible but it lead to coexistence and co-prosperity. There was no religious war between the three, which was rare in the history of civilization. Thus Toynbee shows incomparable admiration for China, and respect and praise for its uniqueness in the world. This unifying ability depends not on political, economic or military force, but on ethics, morality and religious education.（儒釋道）
　　 

Historically, China had over 500 years of secession (in the 500 years of the Spring and Autumn Warring States, China split into many small countries), but in 221 BC, the whole country was politically unified. Since then, China's politics have been unified, never long divided, and never lost its original culture. In the power of such achievements, Toynbee argued, China has more hope than any other country to lead human politics into a unified world.
　　
From Toynbee's study of world history and in-depth understanding of the history of civilizations in various countries, he gives his distinctive opinions as a scholar.
Dr. Toynbee argued that it is necessary to build a world state in order to save human civilization from the brink of destruction. This is his in-depth study of the world and Chinese cultural history. This could be the main reason of why Toynbee supported China. 
For example, from the perspective of Chinese history, the trend of unification (after the demise of the Qin Dynasty) has lasted more than 2,200 years and continues to this day. The view of Datong (Great Harmony) is the fundamental driving force for the long-term formation of a unified China.
This kind of common great harmony thought is embodied in the scriptures of the Book of Li Ji (禮記): "when the Great Way prevails, the world belongs to its people.(大道之行也，天下為公)  The concept of "Under the heaven"天下, highlights the broad mind of this nation."
Dr. Toynbee once said, "China's history is changing over and over the different dynasty again." However, China has been more successful than the West in solving two major problems mentioned previously.

Toynbee notes that Eastern culture is centered on China, and from there are three additional branching cultures - South Korea, Japan and Vietnam. Chinese culture has influenced other countries with the use of Chinese characters.
In his later years Toynbee had great hopes for China: "In the near future, when the advanced industrial nations are in great disarray as a result of the hyper-industrial attacks, China may create a third way to maintain the balanced development of agriculture and industry”.
Toynbee saw China working with Japan, Korea and Vietnam to complete the world-wide political integration based on East Asia." This performance and political capacity will play a role in the world of the future”. 
However, this could be a difficult ideal to achieve, having these different countries put aside their respective positions for mutual assistance in real life.
In particular, China and Japan, from the Han and Tang dynasties have deep cultural roots. However, since the Sino-Japanese War, there have been many contradictions between the two sides in terms of historical understanding and economy.
To solve this difficult problem and resolve contradictions and conflicts is not easy.

In the 1970s, Dr. Toynbee felt that China would rise again in the near future, where the life wisdom cultivated in China for over two thousand years will play an important role in the formation of new societies.
Toynbee believes that Chinese civilization is not only great but has a future. 

Toynbee's view of China, the final form, is the central theme of the book,’ A Study of History’ published in 1972.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When Toynbee was expressing his views about China, China was in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). The revolution destroyed and ransacked cultural and religious sites. The country was in a critical situation, which caused serious problems throughout the whole area of China. We could imagine that the opinions of China from Toynbee at that time would have left many people in doubt. Now we can see how China has risen and grow wealthy again. Let us see whether Toynbee’s expectations of China will be fulfilled. 
 

