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Case Studies: 

The French Revolution
The Rebecca Riots
The Origins of the First World War
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Monday 4.15-6.05 (LR7)
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MODULE AIMS, OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES

AIMS

The aim of this module is to demonstrate, through case studies, how theoretical ideas about history work in practice, and to illustrate some of the varieties of history practised within the discipline at large and how History as a subject constantly evolves in terms of understandings and interpretations.  The aims of the classes are to help you to acquire the basic skills of historical criticism, to demonstrate the logical and structured presentation of historical arguments, to foster effective listening and note-taking skills, and to encourage a critical awareness of historical traces.
OBJECTIVES

This module consists of three case studies in historical explanation drawn from very different periods of the past and located within very different areas of the discipline.  In 2012/13 these case studies will cover the French Revolution, The Holocaust, the Rebecca Riots and origins of the First World War.  You will be provided with narrative and historiographical overviews of each subject, and each case study will examine and illuminate some of the key issues and problems confronting historians, such as the nature of sources and historians' use of them, the relationship between history, society and culture, and the place of politics and ethics in historical explanation and interpretation.  Each case-study is treated as an important and exciting piece of history in its own right. But the underlying objective of the module is not to learn everything there is to know about their subject matter, but rather to compare the approaches, techniques and philosophies of historians working in very different areas.
LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the assessment of the module you will be expected to demonstrate that you have developed basic skills of historical criticism, and in particular an understanding of how the theory and methodologies of the study of history may be applied in practice.  You will be expected to show that you can use secondary material confidently and carefully, and that you can present a clear analysis of key issues.

TRANSFERABLE AND OTHER SKILLS INVOLVED

The Past in Practice should enable you

•
to absorb information from a range of secondary literature (e.g. books, articles)

•
to develop critical awareness of primary sources (e.g. texts, films)

•
to assess these materials confidently and evaluate differing interpretations

•
to appreciate the relationship between theory and practice

•
to provide structured and coherent written responses to problems with which you are confronted

•
to acquire, through lectures, effective listening and note-taking skills

•
to acquire, through seminars, the ability to engage effectively in group discussion

 TIMETABLE

w/c 1 Oct:
Week 1: Introduction (Bryn Willcock – Mon/Lester Mason Tue)
w/c 8 Oct:
Week 2: The French Revolution (Jeremy Smith)
w/c 15 Oct:
Week 3: The French Revolution (Jeremy Smith)
w/c 22 Oct:
Week 4: Origins of the First World War (Lester Mason)
w/c 29 Oct:
Week 5: Origins of the First World War (Lester Mason)
READING WEEK

w/c  12 Nov:
 Week 6:   The Holocaust (Bryn Willcock)

w/c  19 Nov:   Week 7:   The Holocaust (Bryn Willcock)

w/c  26 Nov:
 Week 8:   The Holocaust (Bryn Willcock)
w/c  3 Dec:      Week 9:   Rebecca Riots (Conway Davies) 

w/c 10 Dec:
Week 10:   Rebecca Riots (Conway Davies)

                            THE UNITS

The information given below is simply intended to give you a preliminary idea of the kinds of things that will be covered.  
The French Revolution
The French Revolution of 1789 is still one of the most discussed and debated topics in modern history. Unleashed from the revolution were forces which still reverberate around the world today. What was so special and unique about the events which followed the storming of the Bastille? Why were these events so debated both then and now? Why did Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine see the Revolution from such radically different perspectives? Why did such events break out in Paris at that time, and why did Britain go to war with revolutionary France? What impact did the forces of republicanism and nationalism have upon the future of Europe and what parallels can be seen with later revolutions? These are some of the themes that will be explored in these sessions, as students are invited to consider the historical reverberations of these revolutionary events.
Select Bibliography
Roberts, J.M.. The French Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 1978)

Furet, F., Interpreting the French Revolution (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981).

Furet, F., The French Revolution (Oxford: Blackwell Press, 1996).

Campbell, P.R.C. The Origins of the French Revolution. (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 2006)

Chartier, R., The Cultural Origins of the French Revolution (Durham N.C: Duke University Press, 1991)

McPhee, P., The French Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 2002)

Jones, P., The Peasantry in the French Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 1998)

Prickett, S., England and the French Revolution (Basingstoke: Macmillan, 1989).

Lewis, G., The French Revolution: Rethinking the Debate (London: Routledge, 1993).

Cobb, R., Reactions to the French Revolution (New York: Oxford University Press, 1972).

Hunt, L., Politics, Culture and Class in the French Revolution (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1984).

Origins of the First World War 
In this section students will be looking at the multitude of reasons behind the outbreak of the ‘Great War’ (1914-1918). Here, students will be invited to consider the various factors which led the world into a conflict, the like of which had never been seen before and on a scale and ferocity which could not be envisaged. There will be a consideration of the changing shape of Europe as well as a solid overview of the competing claims of empire, one of the main sparks towards the march towards war. Both short-term and long-term causes will be considered, alongside controversies over German war guilt (looking at Fischer and post-Fisher interpretations). A variety of competing historical interpretations will be addressed and students will have the opportunity to assess a number of competing viewpoints from authors such as A.J.P. Taylor and M.R. Gordon to more modern perspectives from authors such as Niall Ferguson and Talbot Imlay. From this students will be able to gain a solid grasp of the complex issues surrounding the backdrop to World War One. 
Selected Bibliography
Ferguson, Niall, ‘Germany and the Origins of the First World War’, Historical Journal, vol 35, (1992), pp.725-752.

OR:-

Ferguson, Niall, The Pity Of War, (London: Penguin, 1999).
Gordon, M.R., ‘Domestic Conflict and the Origins of The 

First World War: The British and German Cases’, Journal of Modern History, vol 46, June 1974, pp. 191-226. 
Imlay, Talbot, C. ‘The Origins of the First World War’, Historical Journal, vol 49, No4, (2006), Pp.1253-1271. 
Joll, James, The Origins of the First World War, (London: Longman, 1984).   

Or:-
Joll, James, and Martel, Gordon, The Origins of The First World War, (London: Longman, 2006, [3rd Edition]).
Koch, W, (Ed.), The Origins of The First World War: Great Power Rivalry and German War Aims, (London: Macmillan, 1972).
Martel, Gordon, The Origins of The First World War, (London: Longman, 1996, [2nd Edition]).
Steiner, Zara, Britain and the Origins of the First World War, (London: Macmillan, 1977).
Taylor, A.J.P. War by Timetable, (London: Macdonald, 1969).
Rebecca Riots

There were a series of tensions and stresses within Welsh society between 1834 and 1839. These tensions ranged from the application of the New Poor Law Amendment Act which established a network of workhouses to dispense poor relief, to the contentious Tithe Commutation Act which introduced a fixed charge based on average prices preceding the change and paid to Church or lay tithe holders. A final burden for rural society in south west Wales were the tolls which farmers had to pay, when using turnpike roads that crossed the country. These tensions and stresses, or as they have been described, ‘the growing pains of a new society’, erupted in the most famous outbreak of mass-law breaking during the last two centuries. While the young Friedrich Engels dismissed the riots as a ‘harmless masquerade’ the authorities took a far more serious view of events. Significantly the local magistrates decided that the destroyed gates should not be rebuilt. Rebecca had won a remarkable victory. Direct action from an ‘oppressed’ community had succeeded. However this was short lived for within three years the riots began again and their scale and ferocity between1842-43 was far different to those of 1839.

Causes of the Rebecca Riots have engaged historians for some time with David Williams stating that they were far more than mere opposition to toll-gates. He points out the numerous hardships which beset the peasantry as well as gentry indifference to their plight. However he does not condone the actions of the rioters and calls them a ‘gang of miscreants’ or the ‘lunatic fringe’. In contrast David Jones claims that the riots did not begin as a reaction to hard times but were rooted in a tradition of local ‘violence’ which continued after the riots had ended. K.O. Morgan disagrees with this image of peasant ’heroism’ and lays more emphasis on the political ‘feelings of independence’ among the west-Wales peasantry.

Other scholars have made many helpful observations on this issue and many place the riots in the wider context of early modern British and European popular culture. David Howell in his essay on the riots cautioned against downplaying the importance of the toll gates in causing the riots, while suggesting that if farm rents had been lowered sooner the riots would not have occurred. The riots ended as suddenly as they had begun partly due to the decision of the government to set up a commission of inquiry. Their balanced and sympathetic report was published in 1844 but the suppression of anger and injustice was short lived when the Commission on the State of Education in Wales was published in 1847 and the Welsh again manned their barricades, but this time of a very different nature.
Select Bibliography

Davies, Natalie Z., 'Women on Top' in The Reversible World: Symbolic Inversion in Art and Society,edited by Barbara A. Babcock, Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1978.

Evans, Henry Tobit, Rebecca and Her Daughters, Being a History of the Agrarian Disturbances in Wales Known as 'the Rebecca Riots', Cardiff: no publisher given, 1910.

Howell, David, 'The Rebecca Riots' in People and Protest: Wales 1815-1880, edited by Trevor Herbert and Gareth Elwyn Jones, Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 1988.

Howkins, Alun and Linda Merricks, "'Wee Be Black as Hell': Ritual, Disguise, and Rebellion", Rural History, 4/1 (1993): 41-53.

Jones, David J.V., Rebecca's Children: A Study of Rural Society, Crime and Protest, Oxford: Clarendon Press, and New York: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Thompson, E.P., Customs in Common, London: Merlin Press, and New York: New Press, 1991.

Williams, David, The Rebecca Riots: A Study in Agrarian Discontent, Cardiff: UWP, 1955

The Holocaust

The Nazi attempt to exterminate the Jews of Europe during the Second World War was the most unspeakable crime of the twentieth century, its peculiar horror lying in the way that the methods of modern industrialised civilisation were employed in a project of mystifying barbarity and irrationalism.  Historians attempting to explain and interpret the Holocaust face a huge range of practical and moral challenges, and it is these that this unit will explore.  Can we ever hope to understand the Holocaust using traditional techniques of historical inquiry, or do we simply have to accept that, in the words of Nora Levin, "the world of Auschwitz was, in truth, another planet"?  A wide range of traces and representations of the Holocaust will be examined, from academic histories through survivor testimonies and film accounts to Holocaust museums, memorials and the material remains of the death camps themselves.  The unit will also engage with the phenomenon of Holocaust denial, and thus reiterate the broad point that problems of ethics and politics are inescapable in historical explanation and interpretation.

The first lecture will narrate the main events of the Holocaust and explain its significance in twentieth century history.  The second will focus on the historiography of the Holocaust, and the debate between the two main schools of interpretation, the "intentionalists" and the "functionalists".  What is at stake in this dispute, and on how many different levels can the Holocaust be interpreted?  The third lecture will examine the political implications of particular interpretations and representations of the Holocaust.  It will deal with the problem of Holocaust denial, and attempt to refute the charge that relativism in history destroys our foundation for opposing the political projects of Holocaust deniers.

The final lecture will consider the place of Holocaust remembrance and representation in society at large.  Is survivor testimony the only acceptable way to represent the Holocaust to subsequent generations?  Are there dangers in attempting to transform the Holocaust into filmed narratives for popular consumption?  The session will look at the growing phenomenon of Holocaust heritage, in the shape of Holocaust museums and memorials.  Are these a vital resource for keeping the memory of genocide alive, or is there a danger that "once we assign monumental form to memory, we have to some degree divested ourselves of the obligation to remember" (James Young)?  Even greater problems are posed by the physical remains of the extermination camps themselves - should these be preserved as sacred spaces for future generations or is there something macabre about conserving sites of mass murder?  
Select Bibliography

Gilbert. M., The Holocaust (Harper Collins, 1989).

Browning. C.R.,The Origins of the Final Solution (Arrow, 2005).

Evans. R.J., The Third Reich in Power (Penguin, 2006).
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METHODS OF ASSESSMENT.
Coursework (100%)  
Assignment 1

1 x 2000 Book or Article Review (50%)
(Deadline November 7th)
Assignment 2

1 x 2000 Word Essay (50%)

(Deadline Dec 13th)
Book Review Info 
Here students are required to read and then analyse a text from the main bibliography. This book or article must be selected by the student from either the French Revolution, First World War or Rebecca Riots sections of the course. 

Students are welcome to build out from the original reading list given the extensive nature of the material available and therefore they can select a relevant alterative book or journal on one of these three topics, but must inform the course convenor Dr Bryn Willcock (b.willcock@tsd.ac.uk) by November 1st of what alterative source you intend to use.  

The book review must NOT be from the holocaust section, as this will be looked at in an essay. This analysis should be of 2000 words and should explore in detail the books main arguments and contentions. You should appraise the strengths and weaknesses of the book and compare and contrast the book against other texts.
Essay Questions

Please choose one title from Essay 1 and one Essay 2, and hand in the essays by December 13th.  When preparing these assignments, make sure that you absorb the instructions contained in the Department's Programme Handbook.
ESSAY – Choose from one of the following 

1. Is it possible to represent the events of the Holocaust without distorting them?
2. Which of the competing historiographical interpretations offers us the best chance of explaining the development of the Holocaust?

HELP AND ADVICE
From time to time during your studies, problems may arise which require you to seek help or advice from History staff.  The Department's Programme Handbook contains detailed information about whom you can or should approach with particular problems.  In the case of problems specific to this module you should approach the Course Team Leader Bryn Willcock (b.willcock@tsd.ac.uk) or one of the lecturers/seminar tutors on the module.  Dr Jeremy Smith can be contacted at j.smith@tsd.ac.uk and Dr Lester Mason at lestermason@aol.com.





