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[bookmark: _GoBack]A commentary on an extract from ‘The Letter of St Bernard to his nephew Robert’.

Let them see and judge which has the most force: the vow a father makes on behalf of his son, or the vow a son makes on his own behalf, especially when it is a vow of something better. Let your servant and law giver, Benedict, judge which is the more in order: a vow made for a child when it is too young to know anything about it, or the vow he makes afterwards when he is of an age to speak for himself. However, there was no doubt that the boy was only promised to Cluny without any formal oblation, for the petition prescribed in the Rule was not made by his parents, nor was the hand bound in the altar cloth and offering made before witnesses.

Introduction

The above extract is taken from ‘The Letter of St Bernard to his nephew Robert’, as given in the module handbook. This compilation is incomplete, consisting only of extracts, leaving an inclusive analysis impossible on the basis of this edition of the text alone. Concerning the extract itself, the context of the situation will be considered on the basis of the legal connotations of the oath—its validity and the right of those who promised Robert to do so under medieval law—alongside the setting of the Cluny/Cistercian standoff that was fermenting in this time frame.

I. Brief synopsis of wider text
a. Robert, the recipient
b. Bernard, the sender
II. Wording of the text
a. Individuals promises taking precedence over their parents’.
b. Legal requirements of an oblate’s oath.
c. Jurisdiction and validity of the oath.
i. ‘[…] for the petition prescribed in the Rule […].’
III. Background of oaths
a. Contemporary Church teaching.
i. Theologians 
b. Cultural imperatives.
i. The power of a relic
ii. The honour of a man
IV. Conclusion
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