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            MODULE HANDBOOK
WELCOME/CROESO
Welcome to The Modern World module which has Harriett Webster as the course leader but will be taught by Hilly Slack.
In this handbook, you will find
· Details of the aims, objectives, and learning outcomes of the module.
· A list of sessions, with a brief description of what we will be covered in those sessions.
· A worksheet specifying the methods of assessment and essay questions.
· A reading list.
· A guide to the assessment criteria.
Please look through this material carefully and use it for reference throughout the module. If there is anything that is unclear to you, please do not hesitate to ask.
MODULE AIMS
This module aims to introduce you to:
· Modern historical case studies and theoretical historiography.
· Give an understanding of how the study of history as a subject has evolved in the way it is understood and interpreted.
· Help you acquire a basic skill of historical criticism, along with how to structure and present a logical historical argument.
MODULE OBJECTIVES
The Modern World will serve as an introduction to modern history and the methodologies and theories that are employed for studying this period. It will enable you to use primary and secondary sources to investigate how a period has been recorded at the time and in later historiography. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module, you should be able to:
· Demonstrate development of basic historical criticism, and in particular an understanding of how the theory and methodologies of the study of history may be applied in practice to modern historical topics.
· Show you can use primary and secondary material confidently and carefully and present a clear analysis of key issues.
HELP AND ADVICE
If you have any queries about this module, please do not hesitate to ask for help. You can email me at 
h.slack@uwtsd.ac.uk
You are more than welcome to have a chat with me after class or find me in my office in the Arts building, A038 on the ground floor during normal office hours.
TEACHING AND LEARNING
There are three hours a day three days a week assigned in the timetable for the formal teaching for this module -these are the ‘contact hours’; they will be on Monday, Thursday, and Friday. During this time the session will be run as a mixture of traditional lecture, seminar discussion, and workshop activities. This allows me to vary the methods of teaching and learning.
Here in the Faculty of Humanities at Lampeter, we have a strong tradition of teaching – even lectures – in fairly small groups. Take advantage of this. It means that you can engage and interact in classes to an extent that is not possible in a large lecture group. Do not be shy about asking questions if there is something that does not quite make sense, or if you want to know more. You will find that your lecturer will want you to ask questions – perhaps ask for your reaction to a piece of text, an image, or an artifact. Again, do not be afraid to have a go. Some of the subjects being discussed in this module may be unfamiliar to some of you, so I will not expect you to have the answers at your fingertips. This is a time to think and explore, remember there are rarely answers that are right or wrong. 

You will find all the materials – reading lists, class notes, PowerPoints, and so forth on the Moodle page. These may change over the block so please check the page regularly.

Please be aware that the contact hours only constitute a quarter of the time you are expected to be working on this module. This means reading around topics, preparing for class, and working on your assessments after class.
METHODS OF ASSESSMENT
There is no examination: all the assessment is by written assignments submitted via Moodle.
The assignments are:
a) [bookmark: _Hlk150962842]One Book/Article Review made up of 2000 words which will be worth 50% of the total marks.
The submission date is Friday 17 December by 23.59pm
b) Essay made up of 2000 words which will be worth 50% of the total marks.
The submission date is Sunday 14 January by 23.59pm
At the end of this handbook, you will find guidelines for the way in which your work will be assessed and what the marks mean.
Returning Work
We aim for a four-week turnaround for assessed work, that is, we aim to have your work marked, with feedback, available to you within four weeks of the submission date. Sometimes there are issues that mean that this is not possible – and if there will be any delay for any reason at all we will make sure we inform you as soon as possible.

All work will be returned via Moodle. If this is the case, you will be informed by e-mail that the marking process has been completed and you will be able to access the mark and feedback via Moodle. If you receive feedback electronically you are very welcome to see the person who has marked your essay or commentary for a face-to-face (or online) meeting to discuss your work.

The feedback on your written work is intended to help in all sorts of ways. We may comment on your understanding of the issues raised by the question, on the organization of your work, or on how clearly you are expressing yourself. Please take time to read these comments carefully and absorb their significance. And if they do not make sense – do ask.
 
Remember that we are here to help and want to see you do the best you can.


                             SESSIONS
There will be three three-hour sessions a week. Classes will be on Monday, Thursday, and Friday and will consist of in-class, in-person tuition.
Most sessions will take the form of lectures combined with seminars and workshops. The introductory session will explain what is required of you, and what you can expect, from the module. Attendance is compulsory and in accordance with university requirements, a register will be taken at the beginning of each class. If you are ill, or for any other reason you are unable to attend classes please could you contact me via email as soon as possible.
Below is a list of classes. If there are any changes I will let you know in plenty of time.
1. Introduction, Theories and Methodologies
This introductory discussion will look at the theories and methodologies that will be used to investigate the periods of Modern History covered in this module. We will be looking at the challenges historians face when approaching important historical events, and how interpretations have changed and evolved over the years.
2. Enlightenment
The Enlightenment was a seventeenth and eighteenth-century intellectual movement that aimed to change society via fact-based reason and research. We will explore the series of religious, political, and scientific movements that began to challenge the status quo, introducing secular ideas to Europe, and reshaping people's perspectives on subjects such as liberty, equality, and individual rights. 
3. French Revolution
The French Revolution of 1789 is one of the most discussed and debated topics in modern history. Why were they so debated both then and now? We will look at why Edmund Burke and Thomas Paine saw the Revolution from very different perspectives. By looking at primary and secondary sources we will come to understand why France was wracked by a revolution that radically changed the government, administration, military, and culture of the nation. 
4. Industrial Revolution
The Industrial Revolution, spanning from 1750 to 1900, constituted a transformative epoch in the history of Britain characterised by significant societal and economic shifts. Significant technical advancements occurred, exerting a profound influence on various facets of human existence. These technological developments occurred concurrently with the expansion of the British Empire.
In this session, we will look at how the Industrial Revolution changed society as well as the economy of Britain, and how it affected the politics of the time.
5. Welsh Woollen Industry
In this session, we will be looking at the local woollen industry and how it supplied sugar plantations in the Caribbean. This will be in the form of a trip to the National Wool Museum in Drefach Felindre.
6. Slavery
The British Caribbean during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries was at the heart of the slave trade and slave plantations. By understanding colonialism and what it meant to be a slave we will come to understand the call for reparations in the world today. 
7. Haitian Revolution
The Haitian Revolution refers to a sequence of confrontations that took place from 1791 to 1804, involving Haitian slaves, colonists, the troops of the British and French colonisers, and various other factions. The Haitian people successfully achieved freedom from France after a prolonged period of struggle, establishing themselves as the first nation to be established by individuals who were formerly enslaved. 
By investigating the cause and effects we will come to understand how a revolt on a small Caribbean Island came to cause shock waves throughout Europe.
8. Emancipation and After
During this session, we will examine the British movements that advocated for the abolition of slavery. We will look at a case study of William and Mary Knibb who were advocates not only for the abolition of slavery but workers' rights for the ex-slaves. Through an analysis of the decisions made by the British government during the post-emancipation era, it is possible to ascertain the extent to which numerous former colonies in the Caribbean continue to live in their wake.
9. World War One
In this session, we will consider the various factors that led to the outbreak of the First World War (1914-1918). Both short-term and long-term causes will be considered, alongside controversies over German war guilt. A variety of competing historical interpretations will be addressed to gain a solid grasp on the complex issues surrounding the beginning of World War One.
10. World War Two
In this session, we will look at a wide range of representations of the Nazi Holocaust, from academic histories through survivor testimonies and film accounts to Holocaust museums, memorials, and the material remains of the death camps themselves to try and understand the historiography behind the Nazi’s attempt to exterminate the Jews of Europe during the Second World War. The phenomenon of Holocaust denial will also be studied to reiterate the problems of ethics and politics which are inescapable in the historical interpretation of the period.
11. Women’s Suffrage
By the end of the 1800s, there was growing support for a campaign for women to have the right to vote. The historical narrative surrounding the women's suffrage movement encompasses not only the experiences of women, but also the involvement of men, the significance of collective organisation, the influence of social class dynamics, and the examination of power dynamics and societal expectations regarding their distribution and potential reformation. This phenomenon encompassed the shifting societal perspectives on marriage and family, as well as the progressive examinations of femininity and masculinity, and the potential implications for legal and social frameworks.
12. Feminist Movement
The inception of the Women's Liberation Movement may be traced back to a network of local groups that effectively disseminated its ideology through the distribution of newsletters. The participants also took part in national conferences, providing them with the opportunity to engage in discourse regarding pertinent matters and strategic planning.
Through an examination of primary and secondary sources, a comprehensive understanding may be attained of the evolution of the women's movement beyond its initial focus on advocating for suffrage rights, as well as its contemporary significance.


                                         ASSESSMENTS

c) One Book/Article Review made up of 2000 words which will be worth 50% of the total marks.
The submission date is Friday 15 December by 23.59pm
Choose two books from the following list and write a 1000 word review on each book.
· [bookmark: _Hlk151047300]Campbell, Peter R. The Origins of the French Revolution (Basingstoke: MacMillan, 2006).
· Furet, Francois. The French Revolution (Oxford: Blackwell Press, 1996).
· Patterson, Orlando. Slavery and Social Death: A Comparative Study (Harvard University Press, 1982).
· Prince, Mary, and Ferguson, Moira. The History of Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1993),
· Rainsford, Oliver. The Slave Trade (Newton Abbot: redwood Press, 1971).
· Atherton, Kathryn. Suffragette Planners and Plotters: The Pankhurst, Pethick Lawrence Story (Pen and Sword, 2019).
· Collette, Carolyn P. In the Thick of the Fight: The Writing of Emily Wilding Davison, Militant Suffragette (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2013).
· [bookmark: _Hlk151047429]Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (London: Penguin, 1999).
· Taylor, A.J.P. The First World War: An Illustrated History (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1965).
· Gilbert, Martin. Auschwitz and the Allies (London: Joseph and Rainbird, 1981).
· Hinton, James. Nine Wartime Lives: Mass Observation and the Making of the Modern Self (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).
· McQuiston, Liz. Suffragettes to She-Devils: Women’s Liberation and Beyond (Phaidon, 1997).
· Schultz, Kristina, ed. The Women’s Liberation Movement: Impacts and Outcomes (Berghahn Books, 2017).







b) Essay made up of 2000 words which will be worth 50% of the total marks.
The submission date is Sunday 14 January by 23.59pm
Choose one of the following:

1.     To what extent did the discoveries and innovations of the Scientific Revolution play a crucial role in the emergence of the Enlightenment?
 
2.     Determine and analyse the tensions that arose among the Three Estates during the 18th century in France, which may have fuelled revolutionary sentiment.
 
3.     How did life change for British slaves in the Caribbean once the Abolition of Slavery Act came into force on 1 August 1834? 
 
4.     Did the First World War help or hinder the Women’s Suffrage movement? 


5.     How are diaries and letters useful for understanding society during the Second World War?
 
6.     How successful was the Women’s Liberation Movement?









                    Reading List
Enlightenment
· Anchor, Robert.  The Enlightenment Tradition (1st ed.) (University of California Press, 2023).
· de Dijn, A. (2018). Rousseau and Republicanism. Political Theory, 46(1), p59–80.
· Outram, Dorinda. The Enlightenment (2nd ed.) (Cambridge University Press, 2005).
· Porter, R. Enlightenment: Britain and the Creation of the Modern World. (London: Penguin, 2001).
· Reill, P. Hanns. Vitalizing Nature in the Enlightenment. (University of California Press, 2005).
French Revolution
· Campbell, Peter R. The Origins of the French Revolution (Basingstoke: MacMillan, 2006).
· Furet, Francois. The French Revolution (Oxford: Blackwell Press, 1996).
· Roberts, J. M. The French Revolution (2nd ed.). (Oxford University Press, 1997).
· Schama, Simon. Citizens : A Chronicle of the French Revolution (London: Penguin, 2004).
· Tackett, T. The glory and the Sorrow : a Parisian and his World in the age of the French Revolution. (Oxford University Press,2021).

Industrial Revolution
· Barker, H. Family and Business During the Industrial Revolution (Oxford University Press, 2016).
· Griffin, E. Liberty's Dawn: A People's History of the Industrial Revolution (Yale University Press, 2013).
· Pawson, Eric. The Early Industrial Revolution: Britain in the Eighteenth Century (London: Batsford, 1979).
· Pike, E. Royston. Human Documents of the Industrial Revolution in Britain (London: Allen and Unwin, 1966).
· Taylor, P.A.M. The Industrial Revolution in Britain: Triumph or Disaster? (London: Heath, 1965)



Colonialism and Slavery 
· Mintz, Sidney W. Caribbean Transformations (New York: Columbia University Press, 1974).
· Patterson, Orlando. Slavery and Social Death: A Comparative Study (Harvard University Press, 1982).
· Prince, Mary, and Ferguson, Moira. The History of Mary Prince, A West Indian Slave (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1993),
· Rainsford, Oliver. The Slave Trade (Newton Abbot: Redwood Press, 1971).
· Stinchcombe, A. L. Sugar Island Slavery in the Age of Enlightenment : the Political Economy of the Caribbean World  (Princeton University Press, 1995).
Haitian Revolution
· Clavin, M.J. Toussaint Louverture and the American Civil War: The Promise and Peril of a Second Haitian Revolution (University of Pennsylvania press, 2012).
· Geggus, D.P. The Impact of the Haitian Revolution in the Atlantic World (University of South Carolina, 2001).
· Jenson, D. Beyond the Save Narrative: Politics, Sex, and Manuscripts in the Haitian Revolution (Liverpool University Press, 2011).
· Kaisary, P. The Haitian Revolution in the Literary Imagination: Radical Horizons, Conservative Constraints (University of Virginia Press, 2014).
· Lucero, B.A. (2022), 'Marronage and the Haitian Revolution', The Americas (Washington 1944), 79 (4), p690-691.
Emancipation and After
· Heuman, G. 'The Apprenticeship System in the Caribbean: The World of the Apprentices', New West Indian Guide, 97 (3-4), p229-254.
· Holt, T.C. The Problem of Freedom: Race, Labor, and Politics in Jamaica and Britain, 1832-1938 (Johns Hopkins University Press, 1992).
· Jemmott, Jenny M. Ties That Bind: The Black Family in Post-Slavery Jamaica, 1834-1882 (Kingston: University of the West Indies Press, 2015).
· Paget, H. 'The Free Village System in Jamaica', Jamaican Historical Review, 1 (1), p31.
· Paton, Diana ed. A Narrative of Events, Since the First of August, 1834, by James Williams, An Apprenticed Labourer in Jamaica (London: Duke University Press, 2001).
World War One
· Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (London: Penguin, 1999).
· Parkinson, Roger. The Origins of World War One. (London: Wayland Publishers Ltd, 1970).
· Simmonds, A. G. V. Britain and World War One. (Abingdon: Routledge, 2012).
· Stone, N. World War One : A Short History. (London: Allen Lane, 2007).
· Taylor, A.J.P. The First World War: An Illustrated History (London: Hamish Hamilton, 1965).
Women’s Suffrage
· Atherton, Kathryn. Suffragette Planners and Plotters: The Pankhurst, Pethick Lawrence Story (Pen and Sword, 2019).
· Collette, Carolyn P. In the Thick of the Fight: The Writing of Emily Wilding Davison, Militant Suffragette (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2013).
· Pankhurst, E. Sylvia. The Suffragette Movement. (Virago Press, 1984).
· Steiner, L., et al, eds. Front Pages, Front Lines: Media and the Fight for Women’s Suffrage. (University of Illinois Press, 2020).
· Terras, M., & Crawford, E. eds. Millicent Garrett Fawcett: Selected writings. (UCL Press, 2022).

World War Two
· Gilbert, Martin. Auschwitz and the Allies (London: Joseph and Rainbird, 1981).
· Hinton, James. Nine Wartime Lives: Mass Observation and the Making of the Modern Self (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010).
· Parkinson, Roger. The Origins of World War Two. (London: Wayland Publishers Ltd, 1970).
· Reynolds, D. In Command of History: Churchill Fighting and Writing the Second World War. (London: Penguin, 2004).
· Webster, W. Mixing It: Diversity in World War Two Britain (Oxford University Press, 2018).

Feminist Movement
· Bruley, S. (2013). ‘Consciousness-Raising in Clapham; Women’s Liberation as “Lived Experience” in South London in the 1970s’. Women’s History Review, 22(5), p717–738
· Bruley, S. & Forster, L. (2016). ‘Historicising the Women’s Liberation Movement’. Women’s History Review, 25(5), p697–700.
· Greer, G. The Female Eunuch. (Paladin, 1991).
· McQuiston, Liz. Suffragettes to She-Devils: Women’s Liberation and Beyond (Phaidon, 1997).
· Schultz, Kristina, ed. The Women’s Liberation Movement: Impacts and Outcomes (Berghahn Books, 2017).



WHAT WE LOOK FOR IN YOUR WRITTEN WORK
In a Level 4 document report we expect you to:

· Consider the basic provenance of the source/document 
· Be aware of wider conceptual questions regarding source material and survival
· Place the source/document within a wider historical context
· Evaluate the meaning and significance of source/ document
· Show familiarity with the historiography, where appropriate
· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar

In a Level 4 book review we expect you to:

· Place text within its wider historiographical context (that is, think about how it relates to other scholarship in the field)
· Discern both strengths and weaknesses of the text
· Display a knowledge of the topic
· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar
· Follow established scholarly conventions on references and bibliography

In a Level 4 essay we expect you to:

· Display a knowledge of the subject
· Engage with the question, avoiding description
· Show some familiarity with the historiography and source materials where appropriate
· Write with structure, clarity and good grammar
· Follow established scholarly conventions on referencing and bibliography

References and bibliography: it is essential that from the very beginning of your university career you get into the habit of full and correct citation of your material. You will have covered this in your Study Skills module (AHSK 4001) and there is a guide to presentation on Moodle. 

Do not copy from sources – even a friend’s work. This is plagiarism, and you will be penalised – not only will you not learn anything, but it’s a form of theft. Similarly, do not be tempted by any AI ‘solution’: AI is not an alternative to actual thinking. Do, however, quote from sources.

A guide to references/bibliography is on the next page.
GUIDE TO THE PRESENTATION OF YOUR WORK 
Footnotes, Endnotes and Bibliography
1. For books (in footnote): S. B. Saul, The Myth of the Great Depression (London: Macmillan, 1978), p. 78. [or (London, 1978)]
For books (in bibliography): Saul, S. B., The Myth of the Great Depression (London: Macmillan, 1978)
2. For articles (in footnote): A. Sykes, ‘The Radical Right and the Crisis of Conservatism’, Historical Journal, vol. 43 (1983), pp. 71–95 (p. 93)
For articles (in bibliography): Sykes, A., ‘The Radical Right and the Crisis of Conservatism’, Historical Journal, vol. 43 (1983), pp. 71–95
3. For Primary Source: House of Lords Record Office (HLRO), Lloyd George Papers, MS1956/45/2, Balfour to Lloyd George, 10 Sept 1913.
4. For an edited collection: S. Berger, H. Feldner and K. Passmore (eds.), Writing History: theory and Practice (London: Arnold, 2003), p. 62.
5. For a newspaper: The Times, 1 September 1939
6. Repeat citation of a book: Saul, The Myth, p.79. 
7. Repeat citation for an article: Sykes, ‘The Radical Right and Crisis’, 82.
8. Repeat citation without a gap: Ibid, p.78
9. For an Internet site: The British Library, Voices of the Holocaust [online]. Available: http://www.education.bl.uk.new/index.html.
10. Another internet site: Henry Pelling, ‘The Emergence of the Labour Party’, New Perspective, 1, (1995), [online].  Available: http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/perspectives/pelling. 


Marking Criteria for the Assessment of Written Work
With all assessment, judgments will include an element of subjectivity, but here are some indicators, which will help you to assess your performance and progress.

HIGH FIRST CLASS (marks of 80 and above)
Of an outstanding standard. It will display all, of the following attributes:
· a clear and sharp focus upon the question of arguably publishable quality
· a sophisticated awareness of the dimensions of archaeological and theoretical debate
· a broad, sophisticated and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
· a highly cogent and structured argument, with traces of originality
· a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
· based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
· written with exceptional fluency, clarity and accuracy 
· presentation to an outstanding scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

FIRST CLASS (marks of between 70 and 80)
Of an excellent standard. It will display some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
· a clear and sharp focus upon the question
· a sophisticated awareness of the dimensions of archaeological and theoretical debate
· a broad and deep knowledge of the relevant topic 
· a highly cogent and structured argument
· a subtle and highly perceptive analysis, perhaps with glimpses of originality
· based upon a wide and thorough reading of secondary source materials
· written with fluency, clarity and accuracy 
· presentation to a high scholarly standard, including a full bibliography and clear referencing

UPPER SECOND CLASS (marks between 60 and 69)
Of a very good standard. It may show some of the qualities of First Class work, but not in a sustained way. It is characterised by some, but not necessarily all, of the following attributes:
· a clear focus upon the question
· an awareness of the theoretical dimensions of the debate
· a broad knowledge of the relevant topic, though with some gaps
· a well developed and solidly structured argument
· a good and thoughtful analysis 
· based upon a wide reading of secondary source materials
· written with clarity and accuracy.
· presented to a scholarly standard, with bibliography and referencing.

LOWER SECOND CLASS (marks of between 50 and 59)
Of a good standard. It is work that may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way.  It displays some, but not necessarily all, of the following features:
· some focus on the question, though not sustained or always clearly focused
· some grasp of the archaeological and theoretical dimensions of the debate 
· a sound knowledge of the relevant topic, with some limitations
· a reasonable level of argument 
· some analysis but not sustained and mixed with description/ narrative
· some reading of the secondary source materials but significant gaps in the bibliography
· written in a satisfactory style, with some accuracy.
· presented to a reasonable scholarly standard, but with problems in the bibliography and/ or referencing.

THIRD CLASS (marks of between 40 and 49)
Of an adequate/fair standard for an honours degree. It may show some of the qualities of work in a higher class, but not in a sustained way. It is marked by some, but not necessarily all, of the following qualities:
· limited understanding of and focus upon the question 
· lacks structure and a sustained argument
· some knowledge of the relevant topic but with significant limitations
· tends towards description, with glimpses perhaps of analysis
· limited range of reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· some attempt at following scholarly standards of presentation, though problems with referencing and/or bibliography
· limited attention to writing style, clarity or accuracy

FAILURE (marks of 39 and below)
This is unsatisfactory. It may display some Third Class characteristics but not in a sustained or significant amount. 
· Very limited understanding of the question or focus upon it
· Lacks structure and argument
· Limited knowledge of the relevant topic
· Descriptive and narrative in structure
· Little evidence of sustained reading or familiarity with the secondary literature
· Fails to meet accepted norms of scholarly standards of presentation, including both referencing and bibliography.
· Weak writing style.
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