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Introduction
My report delves into the identification of key aspects and characteristics of the UK political system, aiming to analyze both positive and negative impacts while also undertaking an evaluation of the system.

Main Body  
2:1 Part A

2:1:1
The majority of Members of Parliament (MPs) typically align with political parties, with most representing the party that forms the government after an election. The second-largest party assumes the role of the official opposition. MPs without party affiliations are designated as independents.
The United Kingdom boasts a diverse political landscape with numerous parties vying for representation in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords. Notably, during the 2019 general election, certain political entities achieved success in securing seats in the House of Commons. The following parties emerged victorious in this electoral contest.
· Alliance Party
· Conservative Party
· Green Party
· Labor party
           
The History of Political Parties
In the United Kingdom, a variety of political parties exist; however, the political landscape predominantly operates within a two-party system. Elections are conducted using the first-past-the-post voting system.
In the early stages of representative assemblies forming governments, the focus was on collective functions rather than individual parties. It was not until the 1600s that the concept of political parties emerged, notably during the dispute over excluding James, Duke of York (later James II), from the line of succession.


The genesis of the Whig and Tory factions can be traced back to the disagreement over excluding James, Duke of York. Coined during the debates over James II's accession, the terms "Whig" and "Tory" were originally pejorative. 
"Whig," rooted in Scottish Gaelic and historically associated with horse thieves, was adopted by those advocating for the removal of James II from power.
On the flip side, "Tory" originated as an Irish term connoting an outlaw, and it was applied to those who endorsed James II's right to ascend, even in the face of his Catholic faith.

The Glorious Revolution
The Glorious Revolution resulted in the removal of James II from the throne, which was then passed on to his daughter (Queen Anne) and son-in-law. This shift in power dynamics between the two parties marked a turning point.
 Subsequently, a more collaborative approach emerged, with Tories incorporating elements of Whig ideology into their stance.
Following Queen Anne's death, the fate of the Tories became uncertain. George I, nominated by the Whigs, assumed the throne, prompting the leader of the Tories to flee to France.
 Over time, the Whigs gained dominance in Parliament, with around 100 individuals, who still identified as Tories, maintaining their seats in the House of Commons.
These historical events laid the foundation for the enduring political party system in the UK today, characterized by the presence of a two-party system.

Definition
‘The two-party system is a political system in which two major parties lead the political environment.’




The two-party system in the UK is known as a "majority" or "governing" party and a "minority" or "opposition" party. The majority party, holding the most seats, assumes the responsibility of governing the country for a predetermined period.
In the United Kingdom, general elections are held every five years to ascertain the makeup of the Parliament.
Political parties are categorized into the "left" and "right" wings, designations that signify their ideological positions. These classifications are common among political parties not only in the United Kingdom but also globally.
In my research, I discovered that the distinction between the right and left wings traces its roots back to the time of the French Revolution. 
In National Assembly meetings, proponents of religion and the monarchy strategically positioned themselves to the right of the president, while supporters of the revolution secured seats on the left, a deliberate arrangement aimed at avoiding confrontations. 
Right-wing politics support keeping things the way they are. In opposition to this, Left-wing politics supports change.
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Left-wing politics promote a societal structure marked by equality, seeking to achieve this through governmental interventions such as taxation, business regulation, and welfare policies.

Definition
‘Welfare policies aim to ensure the people in the society with the lowest income, have their basic needs met.’
Example:
In the UK the National Health Service (NHS) and the benefit system are the two main examples of the welfare state.

Right-wing politics supports traditional Hierarchies, minimal state intervention, low taxes, and the preservation of individual freedom, especially in economic terms.

Definition:
‘Traditional hierarchies refer to social hierarchies such as the aristocracy, middle classes and working classes, but also religious and nationalistic hierarchies. The last two that imply respect for religious figures and prioritizing the interests of one’s own nations over others.’


Example:
Laissez-faire capitalism is the economic system aligned with right-wing politics, advocating for principles such as private property, competition, and minimal government intervention. It asserts that the economy thrives and prospers through the forces of supply and demand, where the quantity of a product and its demand, along with individuals' pursuit of wealth, drive economic growth.

2.1.2 
Different Layers within the UK.
In my report, I will explore the intricate layers of the political landscape in the United Kingdom. The complexity of the UK government's structure traces its roots to historical developments, with the primary function of parliament being the enactment of laws. The legislative process involves thorough readings in both the House of Commons and the House of Lords before a bill can attain the status of law. This meticulous progression aims to ensure the societal benefit of the law, prevent the exploitation of individuals, and guarantee fair treatment. The key components encompass the executive, legislative, and judicial bodies, each wielding pivotal roles and functions in this multifaceted system.
The two chambers of the UK Parliament, namely the House of Commons and the House of Lords, operate to reflect the interests and actions of UK citizens. They serve the crucial roles of scrutinizing and challenging the government's actions, crafting, and shaping effective laws, as well as engaging in debates and decisions on significant contemporary issues.
The House of Commons
The UK public elects 650 Members of Parliament (MPs) to advocate for their concerns and interests. These MPs play a pivotal role in the legislative process, as they have the authority to examine and assess new laws. Additionally, they scrutinize government policies by posing questions to ministers, either in the Commons chambers or within various committees, addressing contemporary issues.
House of Lords
The House of Lords serves as the secondary chamber in the UK Parliament. Its significant role encompasses the examination of bills, scrutinizing government actions, and conducting investigations into public policies.


 The different layers within the UK come with different structures of the local government in England, Scotland, and Wales.
In my report, it is evident that the organizational framework of local government structures in the UK is characterized by a considerable degree of complexity. With a staggering count of 12,000 local councils ranging from modest parish and community boards to expansive combined authority areas, this intricate system spans some of the nation's most prominent cities.
Numerous authorities coexist, creating a landscape of intricate relationships and frequent overlaps. Smaller councils are frequently encompassed by county councils or amalgamated to establish combined mayoral authorities. The leadership structures also vary, with some councils having traditional leaders, while others feature directly elected mayors at the helm of decision-making processes.
There are two different structures of council in England. There are single-tiers and two-tiers (Council and district).
Single-tier councils 
When a singular entity assumes responsibility for overseeing all functions of the local government.
There are many kinds of single-tier councils I have just selected a few for this report, to get an understanding of the single-tier.
· Unitary councils – There are Sixty- two Unitary authorities, serving as comprehensive providers of all local government services within their respective areas. Primarily located in cities, urban areas, and larger towns, it's noteworthy that six shire county councils have also adopted the Unitary model.
· Metropolitan district councils – Thirty-six metropolitan district councils collectively oversee six expansive urban areas: Greater Manchester, Merseyside, and South Yorkshire. These metropolitan districts bear the responsibility for all services within their respective areas. However, specific conurbation-wide services, including fire and civil defense, police, waste disposal, and public transportation, are administered through joint authorities.
· London Boroughs- There are thirty-two London boroughs, each serving as the primary providers of nearly all services within their designated areas. Meanwhile, the Greater London Authority (GLA) assumes a broader role, overseeing London-wide governance with special responsibilities for police, fire services, strategic planning, and transportation.


Two-tier councils
The two-tier system comprises district and county councils, each entrusted with distinct responsibilities and the provision of various services such as education, social services, waste management, and collection services.
District councils- A total of 164 district councils exist, with responsibilities encompassing crucial local services like waste collection, housing management, and processing planning applications.
County councils- Within the two-tier system, twenty-one county councils administer essential services including education, social services, and waste disposal.
The table below shows the number of each type of council. Local authorities in England are made up of 5 different types.



According to the outcome of the pie chart above, in total there are 317 local authorities in England.



2:2 Part 2
2:2:1 Evaluate the UK Political System
Upon my research, I have assessed the effects engendered by the UK political system. These impacts encompass various aspects, notably the influence of the EU, heightened economic growth, and enhancements to the National Health Service (NHS).

The impact of the EU on the UK political system and policymaking.
Conclusions drawn about the EU and its impact on the UK vary. Those who perceive the EU as having a negative impact argue that membership has resulted in a loss of national sovereignty, a diminished ability to control borders leading to increased net migration, restricted trading opportunities with non-EU states, and a ceding of control over various policies areas to the EU. These sentiments prompted calls for a referendum on membership, culminating in the 2016 referendum. Conversely, an alternative perspective holds that pooling sovereignty strengthens the UK, particularly in a globally interconnected world. Furthermore, proponents argue that the EU safeguards important rights for workers, establishes safety standards for products, and enhances the UK's prosperity by participating in the single market.
heightened economic growth.
Economic growth holds significance for its role in job creation and the improvement of living standards. However, the deceleration of productivity growth since 2008 in the UK has become a pivotal concern as it is a key driver of elevated living standards. With the current impact of high inflation on living standards, there is a growing emphasis on comprehending and addressing the slowdown in productivity. This issue is slated for discussion in the House of Lords on June 29, 2023, as part of the broader debate on the UK economy.
Improving the NHS
Their main goal is to strategically oversee the effective implementation of NHS IMPACT (Improving Patient Care Together), a program introduced earlier this year by NHS England. This initiative aims to cultivate the behaviors, skills, and techniques essential for continuous improvement within NHS organizations across all levels.



2:2:2 Identify aspects and characteristics that are positive or negative.

Advantages 
· Britain boasts a diverse array of political parties participating in elections, with 11 parties currently represented in parliament and numerous others actively contesting elections.
· Everyone over the age of 18, who is not a prisoner, mentally incapable, or a peer, has the right to vote.
· There exist thousands of pressure groups that advocate for a diverse range of interests and constituencies, contributing to a competitive landscape of advocacy.
· The Electoral Commission diligently enforces rules for spending and campaigning, ensuring compliance by political parties.

Disadvantage

· The First Past the Post (FPTP) electoral system results in numerous minority Members of Parliament (MPs) who did not secure a majority vote from their constituents.
· The electoral system gives rise to votes being wasted and results in outcomes in parliament that are not fully representative.
· In a state of hyper-pluralism, the sheer multitude of campaigns can potentially drown out significant issues, making them less discernible or impactful.

Conclusion
Upon reviewing my report, it becomes apparent that the government exhibits a notable lack of organization, with disadvantages outweighing the advantages within the political system. A more cohesive and collaborative approach among government entities could markedly improve the overall situation in the country.
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