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bear Year 4 & 5 parents / guardians,
I'm looking forward to returning to your school and to my PTE2 class on Tuesday, 02.05.

As you know, the purpose of the visit is to trial research tools using Assessment for Learning
as a theme, as part of the ECAD5010C research module (see Attachment).

During the day, | will need to conduct a short interview with learners in my PTE2 class and
share an online questionnaire with staff in my PTE2 school.

The whole day has been devoted to piloting the research tools so you, as a school, have
flexibility in deciding on convenient times for me to conduct the interviews. | have already
distributed questionnaires through my senior mentor who have forwarded the online link to
all staff.

In the meantime, | look forward to seeing you next Tuesday.

Many thanks and best wishes,
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2. Do you use questioning in your classroom, as part of your teaching? (0 point)

More Details
. Yes 3
® Yo 0

3. If yes, how often do you use questioning in your classroom? (0 point)

More Details

® cveryday 3
@ Multiple times a week 0
. Once a week 0

. Rarely 0
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A letter for the school to distribute to parents/guardians
Classroom-based research with student teachers

Ethical Research
Student teachers may be required to undertake small-scale classroom-based research in
order to complete assignments.

The following letter should be made known to parents/guardians so that informed
consent or a request to withdraw from the research being undertaken is agreed.

This school is a partner with the professional learning partnership that sits within the
Athrefa at University of Wales Trinity Saint David in Carmarthen and Swansea. This school
offers placements to students who are learning to be teachers. When student teachers work
within the school, they are always under the supervision of the class teacher. The purpose
of this letter is to inform you that as part of the University-based assessment, the student
teacher will be required to evaluate classroom practice. This sometimes takes the form of a
written evaluation or assessment of children’s work and can also involve asking staff and
children about their views. This activity does not differ from usual classroom practice.

If you would like more information about the work taking place in your child’s class, please
don’t hesitate to ask the class teacher. If, following this discussion, you decide you don’t
want your child to be involved in any classroom-based evaluation undertaken by the
student teachers please inform the class teacher.

If you would like more information about the initial education and training of new teachers,
please contact the Athrgfa Professional Learning Partnership through its senior
administrator, Christine Rees.

Thank you for taking time to read this information.
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Question 1

Tearner | Does your teacher question you in class?

Response: | YesNo

A Ves.

B Yes, whole class questions and individual questions.

3 Yes.

5 Yes, usually the class, sometimes individual

E Yes.

F Yes.

Question 2

Learner | How often does your teacher ask you questions in class?

Response: | For example, muipetmesadoy, once o sometmes, rcey.

A Every day and almost every lesson.

B The class gets asked at least once  day... but individuals get asked around twice

aweek.

3 Everyday.

3 Not that often but asks the class quite often.

E Every day, about work...on Fridays she asks questions about homework.
F Allthe time.
Question 3

Tearner | Does your teacher allow you to have thinking time before sharing your answers?
Response:

A Yes, sometimes.

B Yes, around one o two minutes,

3 Yes, around 5-10 seconds thinking fime.

) Yes, all the time.

E Sometimes
F Yes, all the time.
Question 4

Tearner | What types of strategies does your teacher Use to ask you questions?

Response: | For exmpe, think i share,aing satnrs,hiningtme oypop st secretsqitel/ whitebosr, o cling.
soheers

A Talking partners, whiteboards, cold calling (I people are not listening),
volunteers

B “Always volunteering... but also talking partners, whiteboards, cold calling

3 Talking partners, cold calling.

5 “Always asks random people- never chooses anyone with their hand up,
sometimes my teacher will pass a tennis ball around and those with the ball
answer.

E Talking partners, whiteboards, cold calling, and volunteers

F Some people volunteer, we Use whiteboards, talking partners, sometimes cold
all

Question 5

Tearner | Do you think answering questions in class Improves your progress? Can you

Response: | explain?

A Yes, answering questions helps you in school because It makes you think.

B Yes, because listening to other people’s ideas helps to make your own. | usually
already have an idea, but it builds up after listening to other people and becomes
better.

3 Yes, because the questions asked are linked to the work and helps us to complete
tasks. Cold calling is good to see if people understand because if they don't, Miss
will go over it again

3 Yes, it confirms what | think the answer is. For example with my times tables, |
know the answer but when | get asked and say the answer it confirms whether |
am correct.

E Yes, we get asked questions about our Work 5o 1t s helpful.

F Yes- no explanation.
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ID T Name Responses

1 anonymous Promotes higher order thinking, checks that children have understood the learning
2 anonymous broaden deeper understanding to explain
3 anonymous Gets pupils to think more deeply about the topic in focus
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Wresaem: | Yr Athrofa

Y/ University of Wales
Trinity Saint David

Research School Day
BA2
02/05/23

Rationale

Research Day in School is an important element of the ECAD5010 Module — Researching the
Learning — what, how and why am I teaching? The aim of the module is to develop student
teachers’ research skills by providing opportunities for them to create a questionnaire and
interview questions and to trial these research methods in a school (i.e., PTE2 school).

The overarching research question is ‘What are learners and staff perceptions of AfL?” For
the assignment, the student teachers will have to choose a particular aspect of AfL, (e.g.
feedback, questioning) and then design, trial and critically evaluate their research tools.

Before the Research Day in School the student teachers will have already designed their
research tools (questionnaire and interview questions) and submitted an ethics form.

During the Research Day in School the student teacher should be able to carry out the
following tasks:

» Distribute and collect questionnaires (school staff and/or pupils)

> Interview a group of children (from PTE2 class) and possibly some of the staff

Following the ‘Research Day in School’, the student teachers will critically evaluate these
research tools. Their focus will not be on the data they collected but on the research design,
i.e. the effectiveness of their research tools.

EWC Code of Conduct:

An expectation of professionalism as outlined in the EWC's code of conduct is expected from
all stakeholder participants throughout the Research Day.
https://www.ewc.wales/site/index.php/en/fitness-to-practise/code-of-professional-

conduct-and-practice-pdf.html

They are also expected to adhere to the BERA Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research
(2018) https://www.bera.ac.uk/publication/ethical-guidelines-for-educational-research-
2018 and the UWTSD UWTSD Research Ethics & Integrity Code of Practice
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ID T Name Responses

1 anonymous Understanding of question by children, lack of motivation
2 anonymous Same children answering and some children not volunteering answers

Time; Planning for good questioning isn't always possible. Ideas of other ways of

3 anonymous T .
questioning is limited so stick to the same approaches.
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ID ™

Name

Responses

anonymous

anonymous

anonymous

Using a question as the learning objective, asking questions that promote higher
order thinking, asking open questions, increasing waiting time for answers

who, when, what, where, why, yes/no, open, closed, prove it - how do you know?
give time, multiple choice, word problems, true/false, whats the same/different,
recall, KWL, higher order, selecting people to answer, volunteered answers

Open questions talk partner questioning listening triangles Question generation
grids
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4. In your opinion, how effective are questioning strategies in terms of increasing pupil progress? (0 point)

More Details
® Very effective 2
@ Somewhat effective 1

. Neither effective nor ineffective 0

@ Not effective 0
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What are staff perceptions of 'quality of
questioning' in the KS2 classroom?

Hello, my name is Gemma and I am studying BA Primary Education with QTS at the University of Wales Trinity Saint
David - Carmarthen campus. One of my modules consists of research about Assessment For Leaning (AFL) within the
classroom and I have chosen to focus on the staff and children's perception of 'quality of questioning' as an AFL
concept. I value the knowledge and experience you have as a teacher and would appreciate your co-operation in
participating in this questionnaire. All responses will be anonymous. You may skip any questions that you do not feel
comfortable answering, and withdraw at anytime.

Many thanks,
Gemma




