
The Ju/hoansi



Location
ASAL region



Overview of 
academic discourse 
about the Ju/Hoansi



Naming in the literature

2 groups:
1. The San (foragers)
2. The Khoi (pastoralists)
Often described as the 
Khoisan.





Seasons and mobility
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Short stay 
camps
By seasonal 
water holes

The possibility of ‘dry’ spans across April – Oct/Nov
Camps tend to be near permanent water holes

Adapted from Lee, R. 2003. The Dobe
Ju/Hoansi (3rd ed) Canada: Thompson



Settlements vary 
depending on the 
season



Approximation of a typical camp 

Fire place
House
Rubbish – nut shells and ash
Butchery and large item cooking
Toilet   



Politics and Governance - egalitarianism



Levelling mechanism:
Insulting the meat



Economics – property and ownership

*Songs, spells, family own areas of land



Belief system

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/jc57.2016/-ShermanEthnographic/index.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


All night healing 
rituals (N/um 
Tchai)



N/um and noise

N/um ‘being able to accept the unknown’ (Katz, 1976: 300)



DER 1950s 
footage



San rock art –
raising kia 
and n/um
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