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Comparison between Villa Savoye and Schroder House

History Background
[image: Image result for schroder house plan] Both buildings that have been chosen were designed by two different architects, one who targets the design of Destijl, Gerrit Rietveld who was the architect for the Schroder house which is the only building complete using Destijl (Sveiven.M.2010) and another who targeted modern architecture Le Corbusier who designed the Villa Savoye with the help of Pierre Jeanerette. The buildings were constructed within a similar time period with Villa Savoye being in 1929 (Goodman.J.2007) and Schroder house in 1925 (Sveiven.M.2010). The modernist building Villa Savoye was built in Poissy in France on the outskirts of Paris (Goodman.J.2007). The Schroder house was built in Utrecht, in the Netherlands (Sveiven.M.2010). The purpose of these buildings was both very different with Villa Savoye representing the culmination of a decade with le Corbusier articulating the essence of modern-day architecture “the house should be a machine for living in” this quote represents the building with forms of layout and materials as well as the siting of Villa Savoye (Goodman.J.2007). (the paradigm of the machine as a home) (wikiarquitectura. ND). Whereas the purpose of Schroder house was indeed an embodiment of Destijl, the building had features such as fluid transitions between interior and exterior but this developed from the main purpose of the building, Truus Schroder, as Schroder knew exactly what she wanted her building to look like and include within the design, additionally the area of vast polder landscape was vital in the design as this played a pivotal part (The conversation. 2014)
Plan and section
[image: Image result for plan of villa savoye]






Villa Savoye plan (Bianchini.R. 2018)                                    Schroder house plan (Pinterest. ND)
From the images shown above, there is a pretty clear view of the complexity of the 2 buildings, as well as the major difference in their design. When confronted by Villa Savoye you see an unusual shape building with ground floor plan arched. It’s as though the building is an object that allegedly landed on the landscape autonomous and can be placed anywhere (wikiarquitectura. ND). Once entered the building you are addressed with an open space with limited corridor as the sense is walking directly into a room in comparison with Schroder house were entering the building feels like an ordinary house with a corridor leading to specific rooms, with the simplicity of a square building. Both buildings contain a curved staircase design with Villa Savoye’s staircase leading to a second floor although from the plan shown its apparent that there are 2 separate staircases as there aren’t enough steps and the staircase would form a circle. In addition, both first floor plans appear very different with Villa Savoye having numerous going on with rooms and dining areas, whereas the layout of Schroder house is quite divergent with having spread across both floors ground and first, therefore, portraying the emptiness of the first floor.
[image: Image result for schroder house sections][image: Image result for section of villa savoye]






Villa Savoye sections (Pinterest. ND)                             Schroder house sections (Pinterest. ND)
Personally from the sections of both buildings I’m intrigued with Villa Savoye this pulls my appeal most, the building seems to have more of an open space, in comparison with Schroder house as although the ground floor has more of a space feeling, floor 1 is very limited from loss of floor due to an open plan on the ground and first floor. From the images of these sections, I now understand the building more as from the plan picture I didn’t realise the open space of floor 1 was an area without flooring, additionally how the staircase works on Villa Savoye with the overlapping causing 2 separate staircases. From the sections of Schroder house the potential of the building has increased in my opinion as the original style and simplicity of a square I thought the building had as the floorplan suggest wasn’t as it seemed the style of Destijl has overtaken the building giving the crossing lines to make the building stand out, the detailing of the building is released and we visualise the complexity taken in order to design the building with the making of combining elements in order to create such unique shape, and the flexibility of the interior along with quality show a distinguishable and unique aspect of the building on every level.
Materials and light 
From researching both building materials, it’s clear that both architects were inspired by similar materials for very different reasons, both targeted the element of concrete within their designs but Schroder house was unable to fulfil this material as much as he would’ve liked due to cost, therefore concrete was only used for balcony and foundation. Gerrit Rietveld originally was influenced to use concrete for the reason the large planes and slabs seemed to be structurally interlocked by steel similar to Frank Lloyd Wright's falling water. Other materials that were used in order to create Schroder house included Dutch brick and a wood construction these materials were known to be common in this time. On the other hand, the remaining materials used to create Villa Savoye were steel and glass as these were impractical materials for the time (Red5.2012). In order to create Schroder house with a Destijl effort, vertical planes were brick covered in plaster, were as the horizontal planes were wooden joist, and columns of steel later painted (Red5.2012). The aesthetic quality of both buildings are personally very appealing, Villa Savoye managed to accomplish a modern futuristic building for its time, and to this day continues to look visibly pleasing and still very modern, whilst Schroder house was a successfully built Destijl style building targeting modern aspect and is arguably the only true Destijl building to have ever been built (Rietveld Schroderhuis. ND).
Ideas and theory’s underpinning the design
The reason for designing both buildings come from a different cognition, Schroder house was built simply as Truus Schroder had asked Rietveld to design with knowing herself exactly what she intended on the building including and looking like (Wikipedia ND). whereas Villa Savoye was built as an experiment, a manifesto to modernism, which is why this time period is targeted. His work had the opportunity to successfully produce a “machine for living” it included all the elements needed to be a home in the 20th century including all technical advances, also the key element of the 5 points to architecture, that le Corbusier targeted in most of his buildings although Villa Savoye was the first site to be tested using these points, he interacts with us showing a modern building of its time along with it being aesthetically modern today also (the conversation 2014). The 2 buildings hold similar features within their design, including the colour of the building, both began colourfully, and white, and further on Villa Savoye became all white. Both buildings show a side of modernism, with their exterior designs of a futuristic building. Both buildings unveil differences also, such as their target of theme design, as mentioned Villa Savoye concentrates on the feature of modernism in comparison with Schroder house who concentrates only on Destijl and primary colours with elements making the building extremely complex, Reitveld has created more of a geometric building similarly to Le Corbusier’s Villa Savoye that contains partial geometric features along with non-geometrical features on the roof with curves and ground floor. The material used to create the Villa Savoye was an unusual decision made within this time period as this was uncommon to build with (Red5.2012) this also gave another point to a modern building. In comparison with Schroder house, the materials used were indeed popular within the time of building due to cost, but Reitveld includes his unique factor to colour the materials and create an aesthetically pleasing and modern looking building for its time.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Throughout research it’s clear to see that both architects achieved their objectives throughout designing both buildings, Le Corbusier successfully created a modernised building of the 20th century, to create the “machine for living” and is still modern to this day, by using the uncommon materials in 1929 he managed to attain an aesthetically modern home which then developed fame over time.  In addition, Gerrit Rietveld also succeeded within his design focusing on the style Destijl, he managed to create the only true Destijl building, and again an aesthetically modern building from its time and the materials used were focused and made up with primary colours in order to stand out the building. It also pleased Truss Schroder as it contained what she desired within the building. 
Villa Savoye contained the 5 elements to architecture within the building including the pilotis, the free design of the ground floor plan, the free design of the façade, the ribbon window and the rooftop garden (Les Couleurs.2018). Whilst Schroder house is considered to be one of the biggest movements in modern architecture. It’s also the only building of its type to be designed by Rietveld. The building differs from other architects’ modern buildings such as Villa Savoye, as the difference is within the architectural space used along with the concepts and functions it holds. Many people are deeply influenced by the work of this building and It continues to impact us on the work architects produce today.
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