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Module BMPS6012 Independent Project 
Student Name:  Jacey Leigh Punter
Supervisor Name: Luke Roach

Research Question (1 sentence max.)Critically Evaluate the Age of Criminal Responsibility in England and Wales


Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. The age of criminal responsibility (ACR) was replaced by the Children and Young Persons Act 1963 which amended the age from eight to ten and had a legal presumption of doli incapax up until 1998. The doli incapax according to Goldson (2013) gave some shielding for children offenders aged 10-14, due to the legal presumption that children of this age were unable to differentiate between right and legally wrong. According to Gibbon (2016) in 1998 the UK Government established a tactic to confront youth crime which was to abolish the doli incapax. The purpose of abolishing the legal presumption was to broadcast to England and Wales that children will be held responsible for their actions. However, the abolishment of the doli incapax did not only change a legal understanding but also completely set the tone and changed the perception of the child offender following the murder of James Bulger in 1993. The James Bulger case gained national coverage and uproar due to the deliberate and violent nature of the crime committed by two ten year old boys, which criminologist Phil Scraton describes as a defining moment in youth justice history (Torney, 2011). Since the abolishment of the doli incapax there have been many attempts to raise the age of criminal responsibility, the most recent being a private members bill which had its first reading in the House of Lords in February 2020 (Parliamentary Bills, 2021). With the ACR being heavily debated among academic criminology papers, the influence that the media and the public’s perception have on England and Wales’ legislation, the research project has the potential to be incredible influential to today’s society. 


Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.The aim of the research is to evaluate the age of criminal responsibility in England and wales  by considering policies and programmes which aim to prevent children from offending and reoffending.


 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims· Identify why the age of criminal responsibility is an issue.
· Examine the media’s portrayal of child criminals and how this influences public perception.
· Investigate sentencing options that are currently available for children and young people who commit crime.


 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? The design of the research will include secondary research which will be included within my literature review. The research through a questionnaire will also include primary research which will investigate the public’s perception surrounding the age of criminal responsibility. Due to the beliefs and opinions of the public being a subjective matter, this section of the research will be qualitative data. According to Tewksbury (2009) the use of qualitative data in research can provide thorough and extensive findings that can be analysed effectively. This indicates that the findings from the research will make a substantial difference compared to if quantitative data was collected. However, the research will also include quantitative data to compare the opinions of individuals with children and without children and to identify if there is a relationship between the ages of these individuals.


Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. As the primary research aims to investigate the public’s perceptions, the sample is able to be any member of the public who gives written consent to participate. To gain a widespread opinion of the public, the sample size will need to be a substantial quantity of 100 participants or more, this is still a very small sample when compared to the UK’s population of 67.1 million (Office for National Statistics, 2022). The sample will be collected within Penarth and Cardiff through a paper questionnaire or alternatively an online questionnaire if the paper questionnaire sample size is insufficient.


Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  The ethical issues that may be faced during the research is due to the topic including children and young people, members of the public may find the questionnaire sensitive or distressing. To avoid causing harm to the participants, the participants will be briefed in a thorough manner before completion of the questionnaire. Participants will also be reminded before and after the questionnaire has been concluded that they have the right to withdraw their data at any time.


 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?Once the data has been collected, the data will be analysed thoroughly to gain an extensive and clear understanding to draw concise findings and a conclusion.


Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
Insert table or figure/flow chart to depict your proposed project timeline of key events.Chapter 1 – finished by start-mid November 2022
Chapter 2 –  finished by mid-late December 2022
Chapter 3 – finished by late January 2023
Chapter 4 – finished by late February
Chapter 5 – finished by mid-march 2023


Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  The anticipated outcomes that may result due to the research project is an interesting new perspective of children and young people within the youth justice system. To open the public’s outlook towards children that commit crimes and that they should consider why the child is breaking the law, do they understand why the action is criminally wrong? Why are they lashing out with violent behaviours? What is happening behind closed doors? Mental health influences? Are they from a family dealing with poverty? Is this child actually a victim rather than a violent fully coherent criminal? Considering all these questions can create new policies and procedures within the justice system that can help reduce and prevent children and young people from offending/reoffending.
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