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Chapter 1 : introduction 

1.1 Background 

In this chapter we will be looking at one of the major aspects of policing throughout the UK which is policing the community. The policing philosophy and strategy to help the community is to promote effective crime control, improve community quality of life by making sure that they feel safe in their community and improving public perception of police officers and their organisations “public priorities to reduce crime and the fear of crime and improve confidence in the police, recognising the importance of this for maintaining police legitimacy” (College of Policing 2024). Also, a key concept of policing the community is for police officers to work with the community and to encourage partnership working with the community. when police officers and their organisation work with the community in a manner that is proactive it could aid with problem solving within the community and their issues they may have and some issues that Police have with crime. There has been a group created by the police and the community such as neighbourhood watch that promotes partnership working. Collaboration enhances the probability that solution is effectively tailored, resulting in greater success in preventing and dealing with crime (Flynn 2004). This concept of policing can have an impact on policing the community. This can have a positive impact in how the public and the community views the police and the organisation. Due to the police interacting with the public and officers being visually seen in their community. Also, positive aspect of police working in collaboration way is that it could enhance the confidence in police as they will feel heard and empowered. Working with the community the police may be in a better situation to help prevent or deal with crime as the members of the community are more likely to provide officers with information if officers are working in a collaboration way with them can establish a robust relationship cultivates trust and motivates the community members to collaborate with police, report crimes, and also share essential information (government events 2024). Due to this, officers can proactively deal with issues instead of a reacting to an incident. 

If Police officers and their organisations work in a manner that does not include the community, it can lead to the police having limitations in dealing with incidents and crimes in the community. The community are less likely to provide information in relation to concerns in the community. By police working to this model, they are less likely to act in proactive way and are more likely to focus on a reactive matter after the fact. Due to this it could have a strain on the relations between the police and the community they may serve (John Wiley 2005). In this dissertation I will be seeing what Enhancing Public perception through community policing, and I will be looking at what effects the community perception and what helps to improve these relations and what also can have a negative impact and a stain on the relationship between the police and its organisation and the community and the members of the public. 



1.2 Aims and Objectives 


1.2.1 Aim

The main aim of this dissertation is to see and to explore the relationship between the police and its organisation and the members of the community, also identify philosophy and strategies that can help to improve and enhance. How police and the community engage with each other and how this can improve relations and have an impact on incidents and crimes within the community and improve public relations

1.2.2 Objective 

· Objective 1: will be examining the historical policing  and its development and the fundamental principles of community policing.

· Objective 2: To analyse effective policing within the community and the programs from around the United Kingdom and the world.

· Objective 3: Identifying the obstacles and difficulties that may hinder the effective  implementation of initiatives.

· Objective 4: To evaluate the impact that community policing has the community and the publics perception, 

· Objective 5: will be putting forward strategies and philosophies’ that will help to improve the community and the publics perception of the police through community policing endeavours. 

1.3 Rational 

The reason why I’m conducting this research and completing this dissertation is to examine whether the community has confidence in the police force. Also to see why the community and it appears that confidence in the police has fallen as it was reported in 2022 that 73% of the public and the community had confidence in the Police and if we compare this to 2021 where 80% of the public had confidence in the Police (House of Lords 2024. So due to this I will be looking at the history of the police force and their fundamental principles and how this can affect the community and the public. 

Fundamentally what I ascertain during my research is why is public confidence is falling. What can improve this and what strategies have been put forward to combat this decline and how can the police work in collaboration with the community to improve confidence and help police to deal with incidents and crime so that the community and the public can feel safe ( William and Harris 2009). 

In this project I will be identifying the obstacles the different way that may hinder officers in building the relationship with the community and in doing so lowering the confidence in the community in the police officers that serve the public. I will also be researching the impact on community policing to find out its benefits and the negatives so that I can ascertain what is the best strategy for the police to help improve community confidence and by doing this help to combat crime within the community. 

1.4 Structure 

To ensure that that the dissertation and the research is completed I will be structuring each topic in chapters and at the beginning of the dissertation is the introduction and the background. I will then progress this through to the historical evolution, and the core policing principles that helps guid officers. I will also be looking and case studies, challenges. This dissertation will also be looking at the impact of community policing and the strategies and policies. From the information I have gathered I will be looking at recommendations to combat the issues and I will conclude the dissertation with a summery of my findings and the implications. 

1.5 Conclusion 

In successfully completed the first chapter it has helped me to cover the background and the structure of the dissertation and has also helped to layout the key main objective points that I will use to ascertain I am finding into community policing and the benefits. I will also be exploring the strategies that police have adapted to to help build a working relationship with the community. the following chapter I will be looking at researching  the information that I need by the means of public academic literature, critical analyse of the material
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