[bookmark: _Int_qNneAzkl]The primary author who has been published on the subject of the actions of French forces in Saint-Domingue between 1802 and 1804 is Philippe Girard, who in 2013 had the article “French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence” published in the Journal of Genocide Research. In this article, he describes and attempts to give intent for the actions taken by Generals Victoire-Emmanuel Leclerc and Donatien de Rochambeau, while frequently rebutting the “fanciful claims” by French historian Claude Ribbe that Napoleon Bonaparte committed genocide during the expedition. While I concede to Girard that the conclusions of Ribbe can largely be dismissed, I strongly disagree with his conclusion that the French expedition were not guilty of attempting genocide.

In his conclusion, Girard claims that neither Bonaparte, Leclerc or Rochambeau had intent to commit genocide, and that while Leclerc and Rochambeau both wrote that they intended to exterminate the population, Bonaparte had no intent to do so, and in fact opposed these actions, meaning neither meet, respectively, Articles 2 or 3 of the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.[footnoteRef:10022] I believe that historically, both of these claims can be disputed. Girard’s claim that Bonaparte is exempt from the criteria under Article 3 due to his not directly calling for genocide.[footnoteRef:23741] While this suffices to exonerate Napoleon from Ribbe’s claim of ordering genocide, it is less clear on the other criteria within Article 3: under clause 3(e), “complicity in genocide” is punishable.[footnoteRef:19680] The writings which Girard cites when referring to Leclerc as having intent were addressed to Bonaparte, who continued to provide military support for a further two years after Leclerc called for a “war of extermination”.[footnoteRef:275] Knowingly supplying troops and equipment to an expedition lead by a man who had directly called for extermination, in my opinion, constitutes complicity. The question of whether Article 2 was met by the expedition heads is, I believe, simpler to answer. When Leclerc wrote to Bonaparte calling for the aforementioned “war of extermination” and, later, to “destroy all the negros from the mountains, man and woman, only keep the children older than 12 [...] half of those of the plains and allow not a single man of colour that has worn epaulettes”,[footnoteRef:13462] he made clear his to commit racial massacres if he had survived beyond November 2 1802, intentionally attempting to destroy an indigent national and racial group. [10022:  Girard, P. R. (2013). ‘French atrocities during the Haitian War of Independence’, Journal of Genocide Research, 15(2), pp. 133–149. https://doi.org/10.1080/14623528.2013.789181 [accessed 21 November 2024]]  [23741:  ibid., pp. 133-149]  [19680:  UN General Assembly (1948), Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 78, p. 277, 9 December. Retrieved from https://www.refworld.org/legal/agreements/unga/1948/en/13495 [accessed 21 November 2024]]  [275:  Leclerc, C.V.E. and Roussier, P. (1937) Lettres du Général Leclerc commandant en chef de l’armée de Saint-Domingue en 1802. Société de l'Histoire des Colonies Françaises (sixth ed.), p. 238. Retrieved from https://persee.fr/doc/sfhom_1961-8166_1937_edc_6_1 [accessed 18 November 2024]    ]  [13462:  ibid., p. 256] 
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