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Blog 1
Demonstrate your understanding of a theory of learning from the following list: Bruner, Skinner, Piaget, Vygotsky, Froebel(Dreamstime,2024)

[image: Download Pigeon, Bird, Flying. Royalty-Free Vector Graphic - Pixabay]
Are you a Pigeon?
[image: ]I’m not quite sure that’s what anyone would like to be referred to as lets’ be honest but hay, if it works, it works. There’s a theory behind behaviour and a few experiments that have taken place that have led us all to where we are today and it’s all come from pigeons. There is a guy called Skinner (I know right what a name!) and he is the brains behind the job. This is him

Skinner created the Opperant Conditioning Theory, this worked on the principle of behaviour and is based upon doing something well and you would get rewarded and praised or on the other hand, if you were to do something wrong you would get punished so to speak. 
So yes as mentioned briefly before Skinner used Pigeons, yes you heard correct, PIGEONS!! So to come up with this theory he had a pigeon in a box and picked out a frequent action that the pigeon carried out. He some how had the pigeons trained to know that when the light flashed or the noise was made, that food was given, so from this he used the frequent movement and the birdseed to come up with what we call ‘Positive Reinforcement’. (Bfskinnerfoundation,2009) Now hold on a minute, lets process this information a minute and get our heads around it. So, this Skinner guy is going to get a pigeon to move a certain way and reward it with food, if the pigeon doesn’t do this move, they will not get food, but if it does then it will be REWARDED (key word here) with the food. Right okay makes sense.  (B. F. Skinner Reinforcing Education,2013)

So eventually the pigeon will keep doing this positive action frequently in order to get the reward (its food) am I right? YES INSEED !! sorry indeed not seed.  
Lets’ get this into the classroom and involved with children not pigeons. Now obviously we can’t keep feeding a child every time they need positive reinforcement (mind you, a chocolate coin can go a long way to you know), however, we can incorporate a smiling face, stickers or a method that is personalised to the child. The reason for this being because not all children respond to the same things. If the child has any undesirable behaviours then in turn, they would receive negative reinforcement and be guided as to how we need to go about the matter next time (Gray and Macblain,2015). 
[image: Dan Slott Quote: “But there’s a twist. There’s always a twist.”]       True that!
 If you’re not careful, you will have children only doing things for a reward. They will no longer do them just to be helpful and seeing it as the norm.  (Slott,2024)

So, what do you think? Are you a pigeon?
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Blog 2
Are you a lone scientist? 
What one earth is a lone scientist? You’re not alone, I had no idea of what a lone scientist was until I had done further research. It came from a man called Piaget who had come up with this theory from his own three children! Isn’t that a madness but absolutely amazing! By observing his own three children he came up with a cognitive approach to learning rather than a behaviourism approach.
It was this guy Piaget that noticed that children develop at their own rate, sometimes we notice in day-to-day life activities and by looking into what it is they have been exposed to/ experienced in life. He worked on the basis of going off their stage and not their age because it all boils down to what and how much a child is exposed to as said previously and at what pace and methods they learn best with. Yes, there are certain age ranges where children are expected to be at by certain time frames, however, there are other factors that play a part in where they are and why they are at that stage. Not all children will reach these stages by the given age or other children may exceed that stage at their age but every child is different and has different needs that deserve to be met never the less (Bates,2016).                 
[image: A person in a suit and tie

Description automatically generated]Take a look:•Sensorimotor- ‘where learning takes place through touch and feel’.
•Pre-operational- ‘where the ability to arrange objects logically starts to develop.
•Concrete operational- ‘where the ability to think logically about objects and events start to become more structured.
•Formal operational- ‘where abstract thinking and verbal reasoning start to develop.                                                                                               (Bates,2016)





(luoman,2023)


[image: Kids Playing With Shape Sorter Toy 24548855 Vector Art at Vecteezy]So by going from what we have said previously, the example of this would be, if your child was brought up on a farm, they are going to know a lot about farm animals and jobs on the farm a lot sooner and in more depth than a child who has been raised in the big NEW YORK CITY and the difference in their lifestyle and day to day living.
Alright, never mind farms and New York City lets get back on topic, so when getting Piagets theory into school and making it a part of their education, this is when the teachers need to get their hands in and implement the childs interests and allow room for trial and error, its when we need to focus upon the process of learning and what we are doing to get them to achieve their individual goals, instead of the final outcome. Piaget was all about catering for all abilities and building upon their weaknesses to help make them stronger (Bates,2016) so by going off of their learning pace, abilities and taking into account for the individual and their needs you are aiming to achieve the best for the child and for them to be happy within their learning (Bates,2016)(Demirci, 2024)

[image: ](Bailey,2019)

Mental Structures (Schemas)
Again sorry not going off topic, these are used in schools also as part of Piagets work. ‘They are different categories of learning that we use to understand the qworld around us. They are the building blocks of knowledge’ (Teachings in Education,2020).  From this it goes down the roots of Assimulation and Accomidation. Yes! Big words I know right! They both pretty much mean:
· Assimulation- ‘is where the child would be able to adapt the existing schema and make sense of the new experience. 
· Accomidation- is where the expereience may not fit into the existing schema on the first encounter and the schema may not be formed’ (Blakemore & Frith,2005). 
‘Piaget’s active learner has been described as the ‘lone scientist’ exploring the world to make meaning for him/herself, regardless of social environment’ (Graf, 2009).



 


So, I ask again, are you a lone scientist?
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Blog 3
Identify, discuss, and evaluate the theoretical approaches to learning linked to your theories from Blogs 1 and 2.
The battle of the theorists!
[image: Boxing ring between Red and Blue Boxing gloves 647620 Vector Art at ...]In the red corner:                                                                                                   In the blue corner:

PIAGET
SKINNER

	Similarities
	Differences

	They both looked at development in four stages. 
	Skinner believed that children need guidance through positive and negative reinforcement whereas Piaget believed children needed to experience and explore things for themselves to form an understanding. 

	
	Skinner was a behaviourist whereas Piaget was a constructivist 

	
	Piaget worked on the theory of working alone on the other hand Skinner worked on learning from others.

	
	Piaget was all about going out and exploring the world for themselves and making of it what they wanted to.




This is a battle for you to decide the winner or if there is even one at all! 
They’re both amazing theorists whose theories are still used up to now. Things like schemas (Yes me to, what’s one of those), ‘it’s categories of learning that we use as a guide to help us understand the world’ (Avella,2020). However, as we know there are disadvantages to the other side of the story also. 

Sooo, lets go to the red corner, and in the RED corner today we have SKINNER! The theorist who believed children need guidance and reinforcement. There are so many benefits to his theory that are used in schools so they can provide the best care for the children. GO SCHOOL! It strengthens behaviour and reinforces what’s in place already, it gives and easy view and understanding of right and wrong and blah blah blah so many more. But as said before there are disadvantages also so let’s dig a little deeper… when you look at the reward side of things and how the child will do something well and they get something good for doing so WELL let me tell you, that can always backfire and bite you on the bum in the future. ‘As they child grows, they will have less motivation to want to get up and just do something (like chores) to help out unless it is for something in return, some sort of reward. Unfortunately, as most of us have realised, or I have at least, life doesn’t work that way. I know right! It sucks! Not only this, but operant conditioning is also something that needs to be kept on top of and needs to be consistent and sometimes this constancy, especially over a long period of time, can be difficult to maintain’ (Layne,2023).

Then coming up in the BLUE corner is, PIAGET! Well, his theory is also a good one where he believes children need to explore and experience life for themselves in order to form their understanding of the things around them. Piagets theory is important as he allows us to see its about the childs stage and not their age, there is deeper meaning sometimes as to why they may not know about something or there is a reason as to why they are not understanding they way in which you are teaching them. HOWEVERRRR, like we have said there are also disadvantages. For example, ‘children may be exposed to too much at once and therefore it becomes to overstimulating. Not only this, sometimes, children do need some prompting in order for them to head in the correct direction of learning and exploration’ (Lyne,2023).

So make of this what you would like and see if you can spot or if you use any of Skinner and Piagets work, you may be doing it without even realising. Perhaps youll have read something here and thought ooo I would like to look more into that. 
What do you think about the battle of the theorists? Do we have a winner or is it a draw?
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Blog 4
Taking Skinner and Piaget into my classroom
Well, where do I begin with my class. We are a nurture/ behaviour classroom so it’s a bit of everything going on to be honest with you and well I’m just there…                         oh sorry you thought I may have said something more to that, no no I am just there in amongst it all. When you actually take a step back at the end of the day you think wow! …………. What on earth was that! Not one day is ever the same and you don’t want to ever say to much about something going to well to soon otherwise it somehow goes pear shaped moments after. 
[image: ]
You can’t see me as I’m the one hiding under the desk over here.


(Lenmdp,2024)

[image: ]Anyway, you’ve had the little introduction to my class and I can honestly assure you they are actually a lovely bunch and as a far as staff members in my team goes, I have a pretty good one. That’s them, you believe me right… right.               
(Vadym Kalitnyk,2025)

[image: ]

(Reginast777. 2021)


So back onto the topic, Skinner is used quite a lot through my classroom as the children thrive off of positive reinforcement. We use methods such as stickers, having a score at the end of the day to go home and tell parents, dojos and special breakfast on a Friday. Some of the children sadly see their work in a negative manor and we know that it is not the case and when you praise this child aloud, he doesn’t like it and disagrees with the point you have made. However, if you were to sit one to one with him or next to him at the table with his peers and praised him quietly, he responds to this much better. Different reinforcement for behaviour work for different children. To add to Skinner being in my classroom, the children LOVE adult support and they LOVE it even more when its one to one, however when working with the younger children and trying to get them to go back into their mainstream classes we have noticed that yes, academically they have progressed however, in the long hall of it, when it comes down to getting them to go off independently or with a group of children without an adult involved, we have noticed they have become heavily dependent on us. Looking deeper into this skinners theory also may not work because it doesn’t look into the reasons as to why the children may want so much one to one support or why they crave the positive or sometimes even negative reinforcement. 

Looking at Piaget in our classroom, well I’m not quite sure how this would go down in terms of the letting them completely loose to explore and learn. With the class I work in it would be a matter of structured free choice so that there’s no kick offs and because otherwise we would not get much work done. Then there’s Piagets clever point of stage and not age, with a nurture/behaviour class we have children of all different ages and abilities. Some children are diagnosed and that will be the reasoning behind their stage and others simply are not at the stage yet. In order to accommodate this, we have groups of abilities, and they get set the same outcome of job but to their ability level and their understanding. For example, we have a year 6 student who has a lovely personality and is very good at swimming, however when it comes down to work, when we look back at Skinners stages, his work level would be at a lower level/standard that what his age is. 
Alright, so when you actually look at it, we are using theories all the time in schools without even realising. We are including them even into our own lives sometimes to. Maybe now that we have spoken about them you will be able to spot things that involve Skinner and Piaget to. That’s pretty cool! I wonder what other theorists we use without realising or with knowing we need to incorporate them. Well anyway…
Thanks for taking a step into my classroom 
Blog 4: Reference list
Reginast777. “Cute Cartoon Christmas Angels Isolated on White Background.” Dreamstime, 15 Sept. 2021, www.dreamstime.com/set-cute-cartoon-christmas-angels-isolated-white-background-cute-cartoon-christmas-angels-isolated-white-background-image229850635. Accessed 4 Jan. 2025. 
Layne Jordon. “Pros and Cons of Piaget Theory 2023 - Ablison.” 2 March 2023, www.ablison.com/pros-and-cons-of-piaget-theory/. Accessed 3 Jan. 2025. 
Layne, Jordon. “Pros and Cons of Operant Conditioning Theory 2023 - Ablison.” 2 March 2023, www.ablison.com/pros-and-cons-of-operant-conditioning-theory/?utm_content=cmp-true. Accessed 03/01/25. 
Lenmdp. “Stick Kids in Messy Classroom.” Depositphotos, 2024, depositphotos.com/illustration/stick-kids-in-messy-classroom-23304460.html, https://doi.org/1007989/2330/i/950/depositphotos_23304460-stock-illustration-stick-kids-in-messy-classroom. Accessed 25 Jan. 2025. 
Vadym Kalitnyk. “Grimacing Emoji. Awkward Emoticon with Clenched Teeth.” Vecteezy, 2024, www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/22461922-grimacing-emoji-awkward-emoticon-with-clenched-teeth. Accessed 4 Jan. 2025. 
image6.jpeg




image7.jpeg




image8.jpeg




image9.jpeg




image10.png




image1.jpeg




image2.png




image3.jpeg




image4.png




image5.jpeg




