
In the research I have done in the field of migration studies, the topic that I am most interested in, and what I intend to develop further, is how the Ottoman Empire in the 19th and 20th century dealt with migration of groups like the Armenians, and the emigration of Islamic people entering the empire.
From 1839 to 1908 there were three main reform stages in regard to how migration was dealt with. The first would the Tanzimat reforms, which would see such acts like the Gülhane rescript 1839 and the 1856 Reform Decree, these reforms would also attempt to modernise the empire to a standard similar to the empires of Western Europe . The second was the reign of Abdülhamid II (1876-1909), this period also included the First Constitutional Era (1876-1878), which would see more persecution of Christians and the migration of large groups of Armenians. The final stage was the Young Turk Revolution in 1908 up until the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire in 1922, which was led by the Young Turks movement, resulted in Abdülhamid II being deposed and the empire having a larger focus on its Turkish population. This period would see the massacres of different ethnic groups within the empire.

The Tanzimat period:
· Before this period, in 1810,  a document called mürûr tezkeresi was passed, this would underpin Ottoman attempts to control mobility in the 19th and 20th centuries, this document initially was used to prevent too many peasants migrating to Istanbul.

· The Gülhane rescript, 1839, proposed both military and taxation reforms, but more importantly it called for the creation of a new legal system that would apply equally to all subject within the Ottoman Empire.

· 1856 Reform Decree marked the end of the Sunni legal supremacy in the Empire and declared that all Ottoman subjects were equal under the law. This was a result of increasing nationalism from Christians within the Balkans.

Reign of Abdülhamid II (1876-1909):
· The rule of Abdülhamid II would undo most of the progressive work done in the Tanzimat period.

· The end of the Russo-Turkish War (1877-1878) resulted in the treaty of Berlin 1878, this made the Ottoman Empire give up most of its territories in the Balkans, give up the Caucasus to Russia, and forced the Ottomans to make a series of reforms for the Armenian population.

· After the loss of the war, Sultan Abdülhamid II would dissolve parliament and go on to undo the previous work done for larger equality in the empire and instead focus on the Islamic population.

· The Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78, like other conflicts during this period, such as the Austro-Hungarian occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 1878, would create many Islamic migrants who would be forced to flee their lands for the shrinking Ottoman Empire.

· In the former Ottoman territories there would often be a type of ethnic cleansing, the remaining islamic population would be terrorised in an attempt to force them out of their lands.

· In 1878 over 100,000 refugees would be housed in Istanbul, this city would have a population of under 700,000 at this time, so a significant proportion of the population of the city would have been displaced.

· It is estimated that around this time period around 275,000 Muslim civilians were killed and around 1.5 million were forced to emigrate due to `Christian led persecution.

· After 1867, any Ottoman who changed their nationalities were prevented from owning property within the empire.

· From 1880-1908, The Ottoman Empire would try to prevent unsanctioned migration of its Christian subjects, especially in those in the eastern provinces like the Armenians.

· In the 1880’s lots of villagers, who were Maronite Christians, from the area around the Lebanon mountain range were supposed to travel to Alexandria or Port Said, both places within Ottoman control, instead these people would travel to places like Brazil, Mexico, and the United States.

· The need for people, usually the ethnic groups who were oppressed by the Ottoman Empire, to leave the empire, resulted in the emergence of groups of smugglers in cities such as Beirut and Tripoli, these groups would help people to obtain false documents to travel.

· Between 1885 and 1915, over 100,000 departed the area around the Lebanon mountain range and migrated abroad.

· After 1896, Armenians who left to live in the United States, even if they had a passport, were no longer allowed to return to the Ottoman Empire.

The Young Turk revolution and its aftermath:
· Massacres such as the Armenian genocide 1914-1923 which saw over 1.5 million Armenians killed.
 
· Massacres and mistreatment of ethnic groups would see many attempt to migrate away from the Ottoman Empire.

· There was migration of the non-Muslim populations who lived in Istanbul, these would often be groups like the orthodox Greek.

· People of the Islamic faith were still being forced out of areas like Greece after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, and were sent to the Republic of Turkey.

· The migration of certain groups would result in large displacement of people, and would depopulated towns and villages.
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