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Teitl eich Traethawd Hir

“Muslim religiosity during the Covid-19 pandemic: religious authority and the use of e-fatwas”.  


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion

To discover how the use of online authority (e-fatwas) effected Muslim religiosity during the Covid-19 pandemic and whether that change will influence future personal religiosity.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
The Covid-19 pandemic that circulated around the world in 2020/21 caused ordinary people to change their approach to many aspects of their lives, and to the practice of their religion. The polemic around religious worship has offered polarised opinions about the correct or expected response from Muslim scholars, leaders, and adherents. While there is an expectation that religion provides guidance to its followers, the pandemic closed many mosques and other meeting places for most of the world’s population for a protracted length of time. The pandemic created mental uncertainty and distress; Muslims required specific responses and reassurances to many unknowns at this time of crisis. Matters relating to religious ritual and changes to overall religiosity, often due to requirements dictated from non-religious authorities, impinged on common practicalities in way not witnessed in many people’s lifetimes.   

Cyber-Islamic Environments have been developing since the emergence of the internet itself. Thus, by the time the pandemic struck, an online Islamic marketplace had developed its own digital literacy that had aligned with developing technology, using a variety of digital platforms. Therefore, it appeared that extant online Islamic communities were well placed to respond to global Islamic communities that were being placed into differing levels of ‘lockdowns’ at varying times and locations as required by authorities to halt the spread of the virus.   

The purpose of this enquiry is to primarily understand how or whether individual Muslim religious practice or beliefs were permanently altered or temporarily changed by the Covid-19 pandemic. How Islamic leaders, scholars and followers responded to their contemporary challenges through CIEs, and in particular the use of ‘e-fatwas,’ will be examined through online sources that create ‘snapshots’ of opinions and behaviour.  It is hoped that the collated evidence will inform whether pandemic measures that effected the Muslim community, for example, social distancing requirements and cessation of religious practice and ritual, acted as a catalyst for a sea-change in Muslim religiosity, worship, and religious authority. The question of authority must also be considered alongside the precedents for any changes to Islamic practices.   
 
In considering the use of e-fatwas, it will be necessary to deliberate the definition of a fatwa and whether a traditionally written formal legal opinion can be expressed with authority through a contemporary online platform. A variety of authoritative proclamations will be included so that necessary data is not esoterically precluded. 

In times of a pandemic, theologists will require specific medical opinion to formulate their directives. Resultant religious opinions could be viewed as politically or medically influenced diktats, and therefore a challenge to religious authority. The influence of the state and its relative size to Islam is also of importance, especially when the digital proficiency or financial support influence a state or religious authority’s presence. With a lack of central authority for online religiosity, to whose e-fatwas should one adhere? Is it possible for the dissenting leaders’, scholars’, or adherents' traditions to be unduly influenced or altered to accommodate a new way of pursuing personal religiosity? 
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