ABSTRACTS

Abstracts present the essential elements of a longer work in a short and
powerful statement. The purpose of an abstract is to provide prospective
readers the opportunity to judge the relevance of the longer work to their
projects. Abstracts also include the key terms found in the longer work and the
purpose and methods of the research. Authors abstract various longer works,
including book proposals, dissertations, and online journal articles. There are
two main types of abstracts: descriptive and informative. A descriptive abstract
briefly describes the longer work, while an informative abstract presents all the
main arguments and important results. This handout provides examples of
various types of abstracts. (writingcenter.unc.edu, 2018)

Descriptive:

A descriptive abstract indicates the type of information found in the work. It
makes no judgments about the work, nor does it provide results or conclusions
of the research. It does incorporate key words found in the text and may
include the purpose, methods, and scope of the research. Essentially, the
descriptive abstract describes the work being abstracted. Some people
consider it an outline of the work, rather than a summary. Descriptive
abstracts are usually very short—100 words or less. (writingcenter.unc.edu, 2018)

Informative:

The majority of abstracts are informative. While they still do not critique or
evaluate a work, they do more than describe it. A good informative abstract
acts as a surrogate for the work itself. That is, the writer presents and explains
all the main arguments and the important results and evidence in the
complete article/paper/book. An informative abstract includes the information
that can be found in a descriptive abstract (purpose, methods, scope) but also
includes the results and conclusions of the research and the recommendations
of the author. The length varies according to discipline, but an informative
abstract is rarely more than 10% of the length of the entire work. In the case of
a longer work, it may be much less. (writingcenter.unc.edu, 2018)






