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When dealing with complex cases involving children, it is vital to seek intervention as soon as possible to avoid long term consequences that can interfere with the development of the child causing lasting effects. (childwelfare.gov, 2017).

While studying this case, I have identified many risk factors which could potentially be causing issues within the family home.  To provide a more detailed understanding as to what is going on, it is important to get the right services involved to help minimize further risks.  
The family evidently needs support, to enable their quality of life to be improved. I would recommend a referral to the Supporting families programme as this platform will involve different services to meet the needs of the family.  According to GOV.UK (2021) over 400,000 families have benefited from using this programme. They offer assistance & support in areas that require improvement and contribute to a better way of living.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The family became a subject of assessment for a variety of reasons. The young boy’s disruptive behaviour and attendance in school, caused major concern. When a child display’s aggression or anger in school, this often needs intervention and the cause should be identified. Keeping children safe (2021) sets guidelines which must be done to help promote the well fair of children in education. In this case, guidelines were followed in a prompt manner, enabling support to be put in place.  Schools are required to provide a duty of care and prevent any harm before it occurs (Care Act, 2014). Safety of the children is number one priority. According to Bandura (1977) his theory outlines aggression is learned from the behaviour children witness. Bandura proved this by completing a study with numerous children, the participants who observed the aggressive behaviour started to act aggressively towards the Bobo dolls. 

The local authorities decided on many different support mechanisms to accommodate their needs. Even though at times the help was not always utilized. I feel this was the case because many different services involved can cause confusion or lead to appointments and meetings being too much to deal with. A referral to supporting families programme would have been a better option, for example the family would benefit from the support of a  domestic abuse worker specialised to help individuals deal with the effects of being a victim or witness of abuse. Domestic abuse support group may help to be-able to talk to other people going through similar situations. The program can arrange a school support service to help deal with the disruptive behaviour and help the children build self- esteem also, change the overall outcome of the way they think. Changing negative thoughts into positive (Gov.uk, 2021).  Parents may feel low as not being able to provide for the children can cause distress. It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure children are not deprived of basic needs which help with their development UNCRC 1989, (savethechildren.org.uk, 2020). The United Nation Convention of the rights of children recognises rights of children to ensure they are treated fairly. Children are far more vulnerable than adults therefore may require more support when dealing with complex issues.  There are 54 articles for the government to follow by law. These rights came into force on 15th January 1992 and changed the way children are treated. It is vital to raise concerns with the appropriate services to prevent the problem from escalating. 
The training sessions are a good idea as could lead to further education and better paid employment. Mother decided to seek support through work, maybe she felt more comfortable with people she is familiar with. I would recommend the whole family take part in Cognitive behavioural Therapy (CBT)  allows all members to discuss how they feel and how they deal with handling their feelings towards overwhelming situations (NHS.UK, 2019).  
Positive changes with rent payments is a drastic improvement because the last thing they needed was to be evicted. Help is available for families that are struggling Many housing officers can apply for a discretionary housing payment, to help clear arrears in one off  payment which does not have to be paid back. england.shelter.org.uk (2021).  
 



What factors contribute to the vulnerability of the Children 
Domestic violence – can cause children to act out of character for example, being violent and disruptive at school.  This could lead to the son becoming behind at school or even result in him being excluded. The local authorities have an educational health care plan in place to support children who are displaying challenging behaviour in school. This is a legal document, which provides information on the  best possible ways to help children to remain in mainstream education. Application can be done by parents or local authorities. If excepted the child will be assessed by child psychologist. The purpose of this is to find solutions and determine if further assessments are necessary. (GOV.UK ,2021)

Financial strain – Can cause extra stress for the parents if they are unable to support their family financially. Parents may then decide to turn to alcohol to help suppress their feelings. 
Also, poverty and hardship can have its effect on children, according to the child poverty action group- families with three or more children are 47 percent more likely to live in poverty (cpag.org.uk, 2021). For example, being in poverty for teenagers of this generation can be difficult for children as they feel pressured to keep up with the latest fashion. Not having nice clothes can cause bullying or social exclusion.
 
Environment- poor living conditions such as cleanliness can cause ill health for the family. For example, if food is prepared in a unclean kitchen it could lead to sickness and diarrhoea. The children have a right to live in a clean safe environment, these are basic needs that should be met in life according to Maslow (1943)

Alcohol abuse- according to the world health organisation (WHO, 2021) 55 percent of domestic abuse perpetrators were drinking alcohol prior to abusing victims. If parents are turning to alcohol this increases the chances of physical harm. The children having to witness domestic violence will not only affect them emotionally but could also cause them to mirror their parent’s behaviour. 


 Conclusion

All services involved in the care, should approach members in a calm and compassionate way. Patients is needed in a situation like this. The family need a safe place and someone they can trust. Professionals are aware of the impacts domestic violence can cause. Safeguarding is vital in this case study. However, they need to treat individuals with dignity, respect and be mindful about how they handle this situation as they have all been through traumatic events, which could have effects on their mental health and well-being. .  Peckover, S. (2014)   
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