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Introduction to Sufism
Sufism or Tasawwuf is mostly defined by scholars of Islam as Islamic mysticism meaning the innermost dimensions of Islamic faith or its phenomenon within Islam. The Sufis have ascribed Tasawwuf as part of the general aspect of Islam which derives its source from Sharia and therefore inseparable from Islam, it also forms an Integral part of Islamic and practice. Sufi scholars described Tasawwuf as a science of Islamic practise whose aim is to cleanse the heart and stabilize the heart to the will of God by reprimanding or abstaining it from all evils and any ungodly acts. Lings M, 2005.
Over a period of times, Sufism was generally considered to be part of some country's cultures haven adopted its principles and conceptual practise which interprets its spiritual manifestation based on the practise of Islam. It has absolutely been analysed as a practise that unfolds itself based on human experience. Abu Hanieh, H 2011.
Hassan Abu Hanieh 2011, explained the circumstances that prompted the birth of Tasawwuf, it was stated that Sufism emerged not just based on religious but also the inclusion of political, social and cultural intents plus religious added up to the initiation of Sufism in the 7th century AD. According to the history, Sufism evolved within a chaotic environment and an internal which was suffered by Dar Al Islam during its emergence. This chaotic state of the affairs has escalated to social injustices spiritual crises and wealth disparities between classes of people which was the reason why people were seeking for the development and adopting the spirit of asceticism and piety.



Defining Sufism
There have been numerous definitions of Sufism according to different scholars. In one of the extant definitions of Sufism, it is described as ‘the apprehension of the divine truth, a reason why they call themselves ‘followers of the truth’ in Arabic ‘Ahl al Haqq’. Nicholson et al, 1963.
Abul Husayn An Nuri defines Sufism as the abandonment of all the portion of the carnal soul. Al Junayd defines it as purifying one's heart by abstaining it from associating it with human creations, its avoidance from temptations of the soul, adopting the natural qualities of the soul and attaching the soul to the sciences of the Haqq ‘realities’. Abu Muhammad af-Jarini defines Sufism as the freeing of the soul from bad and evil manners and growing it up with good and Godly manners.
From numerous definitions of Sufism, it's been clearly stated that Sufism purifies the heart by conforming with positive manners, separating the heart from some moral qualities attributed to nature. It wipes out all evils and ungodly manners through spiritual influence and involvement by learning the knowledge and adoption of the science of realities.
According to Sufi practitioners, Sufism teaches moral by purifying one’s mind through adoption of spiritual realities ‘Haqq’. It also improves and builds up the inner believes and the outer practise in conformity with Islamic rulings in order to attain the eternal blessings of Almighty Allah. Therefore, the subject matter of Sufism is to purify the soul and help followers attain the eternal blessing from Almighty Allah.  



The Stance of Sufi Scholars towards Sufism
According to BBC as quoted from Ibn Khaldun; The general definition of Sufism is a deduction of the fact that Sufism illustrates the total dedication to Almighty Allah and to worshipping him, it also teaches the abstinence from the love of worldly material, pleasure and treasures that are mostly sought for by men. Ibn Khaldun, 1995.
Ibn Khaldun has described the Sufis most accurately to match the Sufis of today, Sufis emphasized on the fact that Islamic knowledge should be adopted from their masters’ practices and sayings rather than exclusively from the books. Sufis have contributed immensely over the centuries to the Islamic literatures especially with the contribution of renown scholars such as Omar Khayyam and Imam Al Ghazali whom with their knowledge Sufism has cut across Muslim lands and beyond, it's been quoted by even the western philosophers and theologians. Sufi understood themselves to be people of religious knowledge who always aspire closeness to Allah, their purpose in life was derived from the verse: “I created the Jinn and humankind only that they may worship me”. Quran 51:56
To achieve the goal of worship which is the basis of Sufis’ believe they have formed Tariqas ‘orders’, this started few centuries after the death of prophet Muhammad PBUH. In these orders, there is a master who is to teach the followers the sacred knowledge of Islam.
There have been arguments in the recent times among Muslim scholars that Tariqas did not exist during the time of prophet Muhammad and so they were alien and not needed in Islam. The Sufis have responded to that with a convincing proof from the Quran and Sunnah.



Sufis accepted the fact that Sufism did not exist during the time of the prophet but that the prophet, his companions and the companion's immediate successors as well as the first three generations truly adopted the Islamic mysticism, but its phenomenon was not given a name because it was too general. The later generation got distracted with worldly material things and the Sufi was named by the remaining few Muslims who were dedicated to worshipping Allah. Describing the change of this event, Abul Hassan Fushanji has said that “Today Sufism is a name without a reality. It was once a reality without a name. Lings, 1999.












The Stance of Salafi Scholars towards the Sufis
A letter forwarded to his eminence Mufti of Saudi Arabia consisting a question about a publication that was defending the Sufis ideologies and making a blackout on preventing people from the deviant practices of the Sufis. According to the questioner, the publication praises the believes of the Sufis regardless of their delusion, it overexaggerated their polytheistic acts. Theis questioner wanted clarifications on the fallacies and ambiguity in the publication as known that Sufism is an innovation imported to Islam from the religion of Christianity.
His eminence the Mufti of the permanent committee for Scholarly research and Ifta’ has responded to the question with detailed explanation which is more relevant to what this review is about.
Mufti of the Saudi permanent committee for scholarly research and Ifta said; no religious scholars or worshippers or the righteous predecessors have praised the Sufis in any of their practises because of their deviation from the Quran and Sunnah of the prophet. The innovated practises of the Sufis are completely different from the practises of the Quran and Sunnah of the prophet. Part of their innovative practices are: pantheism and following their Sheikhs orders with no preference to the Quran nor to the prophetic traditions ‘Hadith’ and also without any discussions as regard proof of what their Sheikhs ordered them to do in any circumstances.




The Sufi sheikhs claim that they are receiving inspiration directly from Allah through dream or direct imaginations, they have no regard to the Quran and Sunnah of the prophet, the followers also follow them without cautioning their sheikhs by referring to the Quran or Sunnah which are supposed to be the basis and source of guidance and direction for all Muslims.
According to the Sufis, the messenger was sent to the ordinary people and no to the elite. Sufis slaughter animals to glorify the graves of their dead leaders using that to seek spiritual help. All of these horrible practices are written in Sufis’ books and practically unleashed in their manners.
His Eminence Mufti also mentioned in his words that Allah has sent prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to the mankind with His useful guidance, knowledge, religion of truth and good deeds and it is also stated by Mufti based on the course of his against innovation in the religion of Islam known as (Bid’ah) and polytheistic acts of the deviated Sufi practitioners and followers, the committee has then concluded that the publication should be banned and prevented from further spreading .
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