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Academic power point 
To include – the historical development of the welsh language 
· The advantages/disadvantages of bilingualism 
· Policy relating to bilingualism e.g welsh 2050, the wellbeing of future generations act 2015, welsh in education action plan 2017-21 

POINT 1 – historical development 
 
“The ability to communicate through a shared language is something we all take for granted. It is part of a nation’s traditions and culture however over the centuries, some languages have come under threat and have struggled to survive” (Brain, 2021). 

According to Brain, 2021, the Welsh language is known as ‘British Celtic’ and arrived in Britain around 600 BC. The welsh language is of British Celtic origin, where Celtic languages were spoken across the continent.

“Welsh Spoken in the Middle Ages period, between 1000 and 1536, became known as Middle Welsh” (Brain, 2021)

According to Learn Welsh, 2020, it was known that the Bible had been translated into Welsh. This had been done by Bishop William Morgan in 1588. Preacher Griffith Jones, in the 18th century, had made sure that Wales was one European country that had a literate majority where the people of Wales were writing and reading in Welsh. 

“Alongside the growth in Welsh-medium education and legal reforms, including the 1993 Welsh language Act and Welsh Government’s 2003 Iaith Pawb – A National Action Plan for a Bilingual Wales, there has been a stabilisation in the numbers speaking Welsh” (Learn Welsh, 2020). 

POINT 2 – advantages/disadvantages of Bilingualism 

According to Gunnerud, 2021, from ‘Bilingualism: Advantages and Disadvantages in cognitive processing, language and reading comprehension’, Bilingual toddlers were found to have weaker second language comprehension skills than toddlers who were monolingual. However, the difference in second language skills between groups of those who are bilingual learners are not explained. It was also said that children with mostly first language at home were known to have poorer language comprehension than two of the other bilingual groups. 

“Research has overwhelmingly shown that when a bilingual person uses one language, the other is active at the same time. This is called language co-activation” (Marian and Shook, 2012). 

According to Marian and Shook, 2012, people who are bilingual perform better when completing tasks which require conflict management. This is because they are better than those who are monolinguals at ignoring information that is irrelevant. 
“Children raised bilingually run the risk of not mastering either language, and subsequently having difficulties in successful completion of a formal education” (RBC, 2021). 

According to Raising Bilingual Children, 2021, it is said that children who are involved and enjoy a bilingual environment have more risk of being isolated by their peers or even being teased for speaking a different language. Because of this, bilingual children may feel the effects of being teased which will have a negative effect on their self-esteem. 
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Theory PowerPoint 
To include - Estyn welsh language development and practice – for PowerPoint 2 
Praise theory skinner 
Baker – session 4 PowerPoint UWTSD attitudes of learning language – teachers use every day welsh phrases e.g. toilet, are you ready, hello etc 

Baker (1992) Theory 
“Attitude is a hypothetical construct used to explain the direction and persistence of human behaviour” (Baker, 1992)
According to UWTSD, Baker believed there are three components: cognitive, affective and readiness for action. Cognitive is due to thoughts and beliefs, affective is due to feelings, for example feeling love and hate and action where a plan of action defined by circumstances, where in this case by sending a child to a bilingual school. 
It is important for children to learn a new language. Having a positive approach to learning a new language can build confidence as well as being able to pass on knowledge that has been gained. 
Today, teachers are including welsh phrases even in English schools, where everyday things like going to the toilet, saying hello/goodbye and welcoming someone when entering the classroom 
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