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Exercises in Dating Records

a) The Handbook of Dates[footnoteRef:1] shows the 8th year of King Richard II as being 22 June 1384 – 21 June 1385. From the Handbook[footnoteRef:2] I then found that the feast of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary falls every year on 15th August. The relevant feast is therefore 15 August 1384. From the Handbook[footnoteRef:3] I then found that 15th August 1384 was a Monday. The Thursday after the Assumption in 1384 was therefore Thursday 18th August 1384. [1:  A Handbook of Dates for Students of British History, ed. C R Cheney, rev. Michael Jones (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2000), Chapter 2]  [2:  A Handbook of Dates, Chapter 4]  [3:  Ibid, Table 8/20] 


b) St Asaph diocese’s[footnoteRef:4] website gives a list of the historic bishops of Asaph. There are two named Anian. The listed predecessors (Reiner, Abraham and Hugh) all predate Anian I and the confirmation must therefore relate to Anian I. (Had it referred to Anian II then Anian would have been listed as a predecessor, further the reference simply to Anian is consistent with there having been none previously).  [4:  www.dioceseofstasaph.org.uk] 


Catholic Hierarchy[footnoteRef:5] gives the accession date of Bishop Anian as 27th September 1249. The first year of his pontificate was therefore 27th September 1249 to 26th September 1250. The feast of St Mary Magdalene is listed in the Handbook[footnoteRef:6] as falling on 22nd July. In this case, therefore, 22nd July 1250. From the Handbook[footnoteRef:7] the day after that was Saturday 23rd July 1250. [5:  www.catholic-hierarchy.org]  [6:  A Handbook of Dates, Chapter 4]  [7:  Ibid, Table 8/6] 


c) I looked in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography[footnoteRef:8] for John Ketton, who was elected Bishop of Ely on 2nd March 1310 and consecrated on 6th September 1310. From the Handbook[footnoteRef:9], the 4th year of Edward II began on 8th July 1310, ending on 7th July 1311. The text must therefore refer to Edward II as it ties in with John Ketton’s first year. Ash Wednesday in the 4th year of Edward II was in 1311. It is a moveable feast and from the Handbook[footnoteRef:10] I found that in 1311 it was on Wednesday 24th February. The Thursday after Ash Wednesday was therefore Thursday 25th February 1311. [8:  ODNB www.]  [9:  A Handbook of Dates, Chapter 2]  [10:  Ibid, Table 8/21] 


d) I started looking for dateable witnesses. In Oxford Dictionary of National Biography[footnoteRef:11] I found three Rannulfs, earls of Chester. I then looked in ODNB for Geoffrey Ridel, who I discovered died in November 1120 in the White Ship disaster. He was married to Geva, also listed. On Geoffrey’s death Rannulf le meschin was appointed 3rd earl of Chester. The biography also refers to his influential younger brother, William. Further, the biography reports that Rannulf was instrumental in arranging a marriage link between the Basset and Ridel families, which agreement was ratified at Woodstock. The period is therefore that of Henry I, who, following the Handbook[footnoteRef:12], ruled from 5 August 1100 to 1 December 1135. He is known to have had a hunting lodge at Woodstock and Rannulf was a frequent attender at his court. [11:  ODNB]  [12:  A Handbook of Dates, Chapter 2] 


The earliest date for this agreement, therefore, is December 1120 when Rannulf was appointed earl after the death of Ridel. (By early January 1121 he was already styling himself earl of Chester.) The latest date is March 1123 when Rannulf was sent to Normandy by the king. 
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