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AIM(S)
· To explore the emergence and popularity of outdoor education as an approach to learning and teaching. 


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:
1. Evaluate different cultural approaches to outdoor education;
2. Identify the potential for outdoor education to promote environmentally sustainable behaviour;
3. Identify different values for outdoor education and its potential to contribute to broader awareness of global issues;  
4. Locate outdoor education within a broader experiential theory of learning.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· The influence and underpinning philosophical values of pioneer educational theorists such as Dewey, Kolb, Naess and Rogers will form the context for the consideration of the work of a range of influential practitioners including Hahn, Sharp, Baden-Powell, Nansen, Muir and Mortlock.
· Different cultural approaches to outdoor education will be scrutinised in order to identify common interests and unique differences. Attention will be given the UK approach and comparisons made with outdoor and environmental education in Australia, Project Adventure in the USA, Friluftsliv in Norway and Bildung in Germany.
· Outdoor education as a process of experiential learning will be discussed and consideration given to identified personal, social and environmental research outcomes. 
· The relationship between outdoor education, adventure education and environmental education will be considered within the context of the National Curriculum in England and Wales. Points of tension over teaching approaches, pupil experiences, curriculum planning and assessment will be discussed and differences in regional and national curriculum guidance highlighted.
· The outdoors as a shared space and a finite resource will be explored and different values for it explored including educational, recreational, aesthetic, economic and health values. 
· The emergence and potential of new perspectives on outdoor education such as ‘Critical Outdoor Education’, ‘The Generative Paradigm’, ‘Earth Education’ and ‘Sense of Place’ as well as the role of outdoor education in promoting sustainability, citizenship, democracy and global awareness will be discussed.  

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles and practices. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	45
	23%

	Independent learning
	155
	          77%

	Placement learning
	0
	            0

	TOTAL
	[credit x20]
	100%



ASSESSMENT
Description of each assessment component and its weighting, together with an example for new forms of assessment:

Assessment Component 1 – 50%

Written essay (2000 words).

Exemplar 
Is environmental learning an important outcome of outdoor education?

Assessment Component 2 – 50%

Electronic Poster Presentation (2000 word equivalent).

Exemplar 
Present a poster outlining your personal philosophy on outdoor education highlighting theoretical underpinnings and current educational relevance.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	50%

	Electronic Poster Presentation
	50%

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%









EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

	Does the module contribute to ESD?
	Yes


	
	

	If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

The module will explore a range of approaches to outdoor education highlighting the importance of environmental learning and sustainable practice in different western cultures. Links will be made to the potential for outdoor education to link to broader socio-political issues such as climate change, health, democracy and energy consumption.
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