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How important was the concept of economic reward in motivating people to go on crusade?
To answer this we must first gain an understanding of the crusading movement and consider the motivating factors for crusaders, from the pope to the humblest of warriors.  We will consider the religious and economic motives as well as people joining for an opportunity to travel and the adventure.
The concept of a crusade was developed in the eleventh century; they were a series of military campaigns fought on a vast scale during the middle ages.  They were promoted by the papacy with the aim of taking the Holy Land back from Muslim control, thus resulting in the forces clashing for hundreds of years.  The first crusade was called on 27 November 1095 by Pope Urban II (r.1088 -1099 CE) at the Council of Clermont.  Alexios I Komnenos, the Byzantine emperor had asked the pope for aid from the west against the Seljuq Turks who had taken nearly all of Asia Minor from him.  

The only official document of his speech is brief although clear in its message.  It is said that Urban addressed the great crowd “Whoever for devotion alone but not to gain honour or money goes to Jerusalem to liberate the church of God can substitute this journey for all penance.”[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades 1095-1197 (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2002), p. 15.] 

There are five conflicting versions written by people present that day, though they were not composed until after the capture of Jerusalem some years later.  There is a possibility parts have been manipulated, though it is certain that the spiritual importance remains.  The secular and spiritual rewards for taking the cross still emerge. 
 If we consider the accounts of Fulcher of Chartres “All who die by the way, whether by land or by sea, or in battle against the pagans, shall have immediate remission of sins.”  This wording although not the same as the Popes original speech is similar in the fact it offers the crusaders the indulgence and the promise of heaven.  They were promised their belongings, land, homes and any remaining family would be looked after until their return.  If the worst happened and they did not return they would forever rest in paradise as a martyr to their religion.  If they did not go God would no longer love them.  Fulcher continues  to say “Let those who for a long time, have been robbers, now become knights” also “Let those who go not put off the journey but rent their lands and collect money for their expenses”.[footnoteRef:2]  The initial statement is quite in keeping with the original speech, though the latter two are not in-keeping with going for devotion alone.  To become a knight would be a great honour.  The renting of land whilst away would be an economic reward, certainly to the papal directed enterprise.  An income while the person was away and if they did not return an inheritance to the papacy.  [2:  Fordham University, Urban II Speech according to Fulcher of Chartres () <https://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/source/urban2-fulcher.asp> [accessed 29 January 2019].] 

It was not until the spring of 1096 bands of zealous crusaders led by monks and soldiers set out for the Holy Land.[footnoteRef:3]  Assured that God wanted them to participate in a Holy war, masses pressed forward to take the crusader oath.  The appeal of a crusade was confined to no class[footnoteRef:4] artisans, merchants, burgesses and even criminals.  Desire for adventure, conquest and plunder seems to have been at least as influential in attracting Christians to the cause as any desire to restore Christ’s supposed patrimony. [3:  Soloman bar Simson, 'The Crusaders in Mainz', , , (1096), .]  [4:  Jonathan Riley-Smith, What were The Crusades, Second edn (London: Macmillan Education Ltd, 1985), p.63.] 

The initial expedition was led by two men the charismatic preacher Peter the Hermit and the knight Walter the penniless (Sansavoir).  However they did not move as one army but in regional contingents on route to Constantinople.[footnoteRef:5]  Peter assured his followers that death in the Crusades provided an automatic passport to heaven and he led onwards a host which swelled gradually on the march to around forty thousand.  Walter made his way to the frontiers of Hungary followed by some fifteen thousand.   Other armies were to join as they travelled and behind these came a rabble it is said of two hundred thousand men, women and children.[footnoteRef:6]  They marched killing Christians in Zemun (present day Semlin) pillaged Belgrade and set fire to the towns around Nis.  They looted property, robbed, tortured, raped and murdered the mainly Christian inhabitants of the country.  Their real delight was to prove the reality of their mission as soldiers of the cross by plundering, torturing and slaying Jews.[footnoteRef:7]   Their journey to Constantinople continued, unarmed men and especially women and children were sold along the way to provide necessary funds.  In this vile horde no pretence was kept up of order or of decency.[footnoteRef:8]  [5:  Jonathan Phillips, The Crusades 1095-1197 (Harlow: Pearson Education Limited, 2002), p. 19.]  [6:  G.W.Cox, Epochs of Modern History, ed. by C. Colbeck, The Crusades edn (London: Longmans Green and Co, 1911), p. 39.]  [7:  G.W.Cox, Epochs of Modern History, ed. by C. Colbeck, The Crusades edn (London: Longmans Green and Co, 2251911), p. 39.]  [8:  G.W.Cox, Epochs of Modern History, ed. by C. Colbeck, The Crusades edn (London: Longmans Green and Co, 2251911), p. 39.] 

As the Popes appeal was aimed at anybody to join ‘Gods Army’ I believe a strong percentage went for the spiritual and religious reasons however I feel others went for an adventure, the opportunity to fight or just to prove themselves.  Primogeniture could also be a strong motivating factor if you were a younger sibling in your family.  You would have nothing to gain staying back and everything to gain by going.
 If we look at The Chronicle of Solomon bar Simson the extract of the crusader attack on Worms it states “Those who remained in their homes were set upon by the steppe-wolves who pillaged men, women and infants, children and old people.  They destroyed the houses, looting and plundering; and they took the Torah scroll, trampled it in the mud, and tore and burned it.  The enemy devoured the children of Israel with open maw”. [footnoteRef:9] This account could possibly have been what inspired Fulcher to write the account that we read earlier. [9:  The Jews and the Crusaders: The Hebrew Chronicles, ed. by Shlomo Eidelberg (Madison WI: University of Wisconsin Press, 1977), p. 21-3.] 

If we look at the case of Bohemond and Antioch, though it is possible he joined the first crusade for religious reasons it is also likely he joined for an opportunity of lordship.  He became incredibly wealthy and earnt massive respect from the crusading movement.
Local economy also would have flourished with the passing of the people.  The volume of trade would have vastly increased the development of towns. People experienced cultural differences and new languages.  Military orders also gained, they developed into commercial companies possessing banks, navies and considerable territories.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ernest Barker, The Crusades (London: Oxford University Press, 1923), p. 104.] 

Alongside these considerable advantages there are some slightly smaller things that the crusades introduced to Europe new plants, fruits, manufacturers, colours and fashions in dress.  The more exotic items from the East sugar and maize, luxurious materials, the use of powder and glass mirrors[footnoteRef:11] are all thing introduced to us as a result of the crusades. [11:  Ernest Barker, The Crusades (London: Oxford University Press, 1923), p. 104.] 

From all of the texts I have examined I am a little ‘on the fence’ with regard to peoples motives.  I believe there was such a mixed bag of individuals who took the vow to crusade from peasants in the first crusade through to Kings in later ones.  I think the lesser class; poorer people certainly would have gone based on the promise of a guaranteed passport to heaven.  The power religion had over people at the time the prospect of going to hell was in-comprehendible.  Pope Urban made it clear that anyone who didn’t go would no longer be loved by god.  I am unable to comment further if promised indulgences were granted but certainly economic rewards were gained by means of new experiences enabled to all who attended.  The cultural differences they observed and learnt from. Some bad aspects as many people starved and experienced loses of family, friend and colleagues.  Overall however the crusades have gained a place in history and many names are spoken and researched by current day historians.  We are incredibly fortunate to have historical narratives of the time from the primary sources we have visited during this essay, modern historiographies help us further.  Whether the prime motivator for going on crusade is spiritual or economic seems to be a point of historical argument, but as new books emerge they will reflect the points of this discussion but with new and more modern influences.  Both aspects  were extremely important but were certainly not the only considerations that would have been taken at the time by those who took the journey and made their vow in response to the words delivered by Pope Urban II on that day in Clermont in 1095.
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