There have been seven lectures so far in this module, six which I have attended, each lecture brings forward new ideas and teaches certain aspects of field work. Some lectures are more theory and method based while others are either somewhat or entirely practical, both types of lectures teach the basics of fieldwork. The theory-based lectures are a good way of preparing students for the practical work, but they also give students the knowledge of what they are doing and why they are doing it. The practical lectures can be seen as a way of showing someone’s understanding of the method and theory proposed in the non-practical lectures.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first lecture was on the national grid, the use of aerial photography in identifying the landscape and the importance of the names of places. The lecture explained the purpose and usefulness of the national grid map. The national grid is useful because it is a standardised map of all Great Britain, it starts with grids representing 500km, Great Britain are in four of these squares, they are H, N, S, and T (Ordnance Survey, 2018). Each 500 km square is broken down into twenty-five 100km squares, this is then broken down into 10km squares and then finally are broken down into 1km squares (Ordnance Survey, 2018). Being able to understand the national grid is an important skill to have because once you understand it you can accurately reference areas, this can help plan any archaeological activities. The lecture showed that photos taken in the air can be plotted onto modern day maps, this allows people to see how historic and prehistoric sites fit into modern landscapes. Aerial photography can be used to see things such as roddons, this is a former river or stream channel which has left silt in the former river bed, this can help identify to determine where settlements were and how they lived with their local environment or can give a better understanding of what the environment looked like at certain time periods. The lecture showed that understanding why settlements have certain prefixes and suffixes in their names can be important in archaeology and from a historical point of view. Three examples of prefixes showing certain characteristics of a settlement are ‘aber’ this is a Celtic settlement on or near the mouth of a river or small stream (Wales, 2014), ‘llan’ which is a Brittonic church of parish (Wales, 2014), and ‘pen’ which is a Cornish settlement on a hill (Merrington, 2014). Three examples of suffixes having meaning in a settlements name are, ‘by’ which is a town settled by the Norse (Cheung, 2015), ‘ton’ is a town settled by the Anglo-Saxons (Yorkshire Dialect Society, 2014) and ‘ham’ is a village settled by the Anglo-Saxons (Yorkshire Dialect Society, 2014). This can be seen as both interesting and useful, it is useful because assuming areas have not been renamed then a quick look at a map can identify whether a town was a Roman, Anglo-Saxon or Celtic town, this is important because if you were looking to excavate part of an Anglo-Saxon town then you would be able to tell that a place like Taunton was an Anglo-Saxon town.
The second lecture was on maps and drawings. This lecture showed the four different types of maps, these are; an ordnance survey map, geological map, soils map and hydrological map. Then the lecture showed the different types of scales and how they are used. The lecture also showed how to take a grid reference. A grid reference is important because it enables any point on a map to be identified. A four-figure grid refence ca be accurate to one square kilometre, a six-figure gird reference has an accuracy of one hundred square metres, an eight-figure grid reference is accurate to ten square metres and a ten-figure grid reference is accurate up to one metre. Another aspect that we were shown about ordinance survey maps was how to determine elevation, this is done by reading contour lines on the map, each line represents a ten-metre distance and a thicker line every 50 metres. We were then given a series of questions to answer on an OS map as a way to practice reading and understanding points on the map. The idea of being able to read and understand certain maps seems a basic and crucial skill for archaeology as well as many other fields. An OS map can be used to give an estimate for the size of a site, looking at the areas around the site on an OS map can help determine what equipment should be brought, an example is that if the map shows the site be on a very steep hill then the people involved in the dig would need to bring the appropriate clothing and the proper equipment for that type of terrain.
The third lecture was on how to survey and how to set out a grid. We were taught why we would set out a grid and what we would need to do to properly set one out. This lecture was very important because setting out a grid and surveying the land are crucial skills when excavating a site. There are two main ways to excavate a site, the first is an area excavation and the second is a Wheeler box-grid. the grid method gives equal attention to the vertical and horizontal aspects an area, a grid can easily be expanded in any direction if needed and it can easily be recorded and reproduced given its set size. Surveying an area can produce accurate images of the terrain and can record the location of an excavation site and the surrounding terrain. Surveying can use the latest technology such as a robotic total station (Ayemba 2017) or a less advanced but more durable and sometimes more practical piece of equipment, the dumpy level. Surveying land is an important part of archaeology and other fields, surveyors play an important part in the construction of roads and landscaping. Surveying land determines whether a proposed site is suitable for a full excavation, also accurately surveying the land before building projects such as roads begin can prevent uncovering a historical site and this uncovering would cause the costly pause of construction.
The fourth lecture was on dumpy level to dowsing. This lecture showed how to set up a dumpy level and what it does. The dumpy level is an optical instrument which is used in surveying, it is a simplistic tool in idea but because its only optical it is used when more advanced electronic equipment stops working and the results from the dumpy level are still accurate.  A dumpy level can determine the height of the area being surveyed. We then went outside into groups of four and used a dumpy level, metre stick, a tape measure and two ranging poles to determine the height of a portion of the ground. The importance of this practical exercise was to give students their first experience using this equipment as it is used a lot in the field of archaeology. The purpose of this practical work was it gave groups an understanding of a way to record the height of portions of the ground and a way to accurately map an area. Once we gathered the results we were then told to plot them on graph paper. This exercise gave many students an understanding on how to label their X-axis and Y-axis and how to scale these axes. This exercise was important because it put the practical work into perspective and allowed us to make a diagram which showed the elevation of the ground.
The fifth lecture was on geophysics and reading the environment. This lecture showed what a hachure was and how to use them, this lecture also showed how it would be possible to roughly sketch a hillside or any area with a certain degree of accuracy. Then we were told to go in pairs and sketch a section of ground and to use hachures in the sketch. The idea proposed in the lecture on how to somewhat accurately sketch an area was not to use a set scale such as 1:10000 but rather choose a more fitting scale and one that wouldn’t require the whole landscape to be measured, the example given in the lecture was on a hillside to use a certain breed of sheep as the scale, an example of how this would work is that looking onto the hill someone could roughly tell how many sheep wide the area is. This would allow a person to roughly sketch the environment and it would be somewhat accurate. The importance of using this technique is that it is a relatively quick method to sketch an area, this would be useful for someone who needs to sketch multiple areas in a short amount of time. This technique is also important because it shows the rough measurements of the area, so if an excavation was to take place someone could look at the sketch and have a good idea of how big the site is and then what equipment and manpower would be needed.
The sixth lecture was on drawing to scale 1:10. This lecture showed that for small objects and even for human remains scale is crucial when recording measurements, for a skeleton a good scale to use would be 1:10, and for small objects such as engraved beads a smaller scale such as 1:1 or even smaller in certain cases depending on the level of detail that is required in the drawing. This lecture was partially a practical exercise, we went as groups of four and we brought with us three measuring tapes and a clipboard. One person had to pretend to be dead, once they were in position two tapes were placed around the person, one measuring the horizontal and another measuring vertical dimension of the person, these tapes can be seen as a x and y axis. Once the equipment was set up one person would take measurements using the third tape measure to mark the distance the dead person was from certain axes. While another person was writing these measurements down and attempted to get a somewhat accurate diagram of the person pretending to be dead. This practical experiment gave a good understanding of recording data in a small scale and showed how one would record what is in a grave. Although the practical gave useful insight there were a few issues, the main one being that a person had to play dead, unfortunately they would sometimes move while the measurements were being taken and as a result of this the sketch the group produced was not exact.
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