The Visit Review
[bookmark: _Int_9xTPVmPz]It’s a small town! Third year UWTSD performing arts students took their own approach on The Visit by Friedrich Dürrenmatt, adapted by Hannah McPake. What the production done cleverly was dipping in and out of the play to highlight true struggles and problems that happen today, they tell the story of challenging the cruelty and unfairness of people who treat others unfairly which was powerful to watch. The stage was minimalistic which helped highlight the use Brechtian Theater that they were going for, throughout the play there was this constant reminder that this is a play and what you are watching is something that happens in real life by breaking that fourth wall – this is one of the key techniques when exploring Brecht according Bocconi Students Art Society (2019).
UWTSD’s twist told the story of multimillionaire Claire, played by Sophie Mildiner, who comes to Carmarthen to watch a play and to offer the residents of Güllen a great deal of wealth if she likes what she sees (Diego, 2017). They took their own interpretations of it, made it modern and relatable to the issues at hand, this was done seamlessly, which made it a pleasant watch. 
[bookmark: _Int_1tvS8yxi]The relationship in the space between the actors and the audience allowed me to feel like I was part of the play, being so close to the actors and watching everything unfold made me feel like I was in the town of Güllen myself. One moment this stood out particularly for me was during the court scene where Alfred Ill, played by Jack Eriksen, is being punished for the crimes he committed. Being grounded and centered in the space made me feel captivated and always curious about what was happening next. All actors used naturalistic acting too during the performance to outline the social issue at hand which was executed wonderfully and again this was another skillful use of how Brecht’s style of theater can be performed according to Brandeis (n.d).
The play was paced beautifully with three intervals in between, this was helpful as an audience member as it allowed my thoughts and questions to sit with myself before going into the next section which allowed me to fully embrace the experience of each act. You could truly see the development of each character through each act and how the character turned increasingly intense and borderline creepy. Tabea Alice Heisterbach did this exceptionally during the sheriff scene, Heisterbach paced it so well that she was this creepy character since the beginning of the play but the slow transition during this scene worked fantastically. 
[bookmark: _Int_3NkG42zz]I went into this play with no expectations as I wanted to get that full theater experience that we all get when we go to see a show, that being said, the whole cast and crew managed to completely blow my expectations out of the water. The use Epic Theater to dictate the issues at hand was done especially well as it left me with more questions and wanting to know what happens next every step of the way.
Overall, the third year's production of The Visit was brilliant with a fantastic twist on the social issues we experience as a society and if you get the chance to watch I would highly recommend it.
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