	
	Targets
	Evidence

	Target 1
	  Read more widely using current and relevant material from books and journals as well as websites to expand your knowledge and understanding of the topic.  
	I have looked at using more up to date resources when possible and more journal articles that are relevant.

	Target 2 
	Develop your critical thinking ability by giving balanced views to statements offered.
	In this assignment I have been more critical and found contrasting points and views.

	Target  3
	Suggest the impact of your research on your own practice. What has this meant for the type of teacher that you endeavour to become?
	I have made recommendation in this assignment of how I would adapt the teaching that happens within classrooms using the principles.
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Professional and Pedagogic Studies: Leading the Learning: what, how and why am I teaching? 
In 2009 Wales had disappointing Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) results which started a debate on the future of education in Wales. The  Organisation for Economics and Development (OECD,2014) commented it served as a catalyst to reform. In March 2014 the Welsh Government called upon professor Graham Donaldson to review the curriculum for schools in Wales, the new curriculum was designed so students could have more of an enriched learning experience (OECD, 2020). Furthermore, the review took place by  talking to teachers and other professionals within education, and taking their opinions into consideration. Graham Donaldson recommended all schools to use the four purposes which should underpin all teaching and learning in Wales. The four purposes designed for all children to have successful futures. Equal Education Partners (2023) explains that the four purposes help learners to become well-rounded individuals along with the six principles of learning which are in enshrined into the curriculum. The essay will also entail some recommendations from the author in regards to they practice with in a Welsh school. In addition, how the principles will guide their future practice. 
The National Assembly (2021) comments that the six areas of learning helps individuals through different and enriched experiences. Jacobs (1998) state that teachers will need to be flexible within their teaching approach. They need to shape their curriculum to match their learners they have in their classroom. Meanwhile having to take into account the twelve pedagogical principles, which support the four purposes. These principles are holistic and meaningful to learning and demonstrate what good teaching and learning should look like. Gately (2020) explains that the pedagogy involves exploring and reflecting on which teaching strategies best supports learners. I the author  will be talking about three of the principles in this assignment. In September 2023 the term ‘Foundation phrase’ was removed and replaced with ‘Foundation learning’ The Welsh Government (2022) believes that learning does not just happen in stages or phases but proceeds throughout their time in education.




One of the first pedagogical  principles that  will be discussed is what blended approaches teachers use in their learning? Teachers use a variety of approaches to help engage students in learning, interactive teaching methods can make lessons fun as well as engaging. On observation in a placement setting the children were learning about World War II. Pupils  specifically looked at toys and memorabilia  that children played with during that time. A local museum offered to bring in children’s toys from the 1940’s where the pupils  got to hold and interact with. Wood (2005) states that Piaget believed that children are like scientist who explore the environment that they are in which allows them to get a clearer understanding of the world around them. Holt (1982) agrees that children will learn in their own time when they are given the space, freedom and resources. Furthermore,  half way through the term the children dressed up as evacuees from World War Two and the teacher had a number of interactive engaging activities to do throughout the day. The activities observed were writing their own ration list and writing a descriptive piece of writing of how they would feel to be an evacuee. Johnson and Watts (2018) suggest that this could be seen as a positive learning experience as it allows  children to be more creative in their learning specially through imaginary play this can support children of all abilities. 
In some classes there are children who are not as advanced as other children, teachers would have to adapt on their teaching strategies for the children so they feel included in the learning. Some teachers refer to Vygotsky’s theory of Zone of proximal development (ZPD) in Oates and Grayson (2004) comment how letting a student who is more knowledgeable work with a student who has little understanding can be useful. However, in contrast to Vygotsky, Lui and Matthews (2005) comment that a child can work on their own and can also achieve above the social norms once they have a personal understanding. Huong (2007) agrees with Lui and Matthews and does not state in Vygotsky theory  the child’s abilities and how capable the children are when using the MKO. This could affect the child’s outcomes  depending on the capabilities of the MKO. It is unclear how the theory  measures a child’s capabilities, learning and motivational needs. 
Meanwhile,  another approach that teachers can use is incorporating images ,videos and audio clips within the lessons and other activities. For example if a teacher was teaching a geography class, teachers could use  visual aids such as maps and virtual tours to explore cities across the world.  Using  visual resources like this can be a powerful tool for children that are visual learners, and using visual tools can be beneficial with their engagement. While volunteering in a school,  there was an opportunity to  work in an Special Teaching Facility (STF) It was noticed almost all of their teaching resources and lessons are visual with bright colours and big text. Welsch (2021) comments that children who are autistic work better when they are being provided with work that is through a visual lens.
The last effective approach  that will be  discussed is an  assessment for learning, teachers use this to gather information about their students’ Knowledge and understanding of their work. The teacher can then adjust their teaching to how it best supports their students learning. Teachers use this approach by incorporating quizzes and discussions, to understand the level of their pupils understanding. In addition, the teacher can then provide instant feedback there and then for the pupils, so they can have further support and to hopefully enhance their learning.  Williams (2010) described assessment as a bridge between teaching and learning this allows a teacher to find out what has happened in the classroom. Ninomiya (2016) agrees an assessment for learning will help in closing the achievement gap and builds a relationship with the teacher and the pupil.
When including the principle in my teaching I will take into consideration that not every child learns the same. So it is important that I am aware  that I do not use the same approach and plan my lessons using visual  aids as well as other approaches mentioned within the assignment. However, some children may not like to work with someone who is more knowledgeable as them. In addition, it has been identified  in Vygotsky More Knowledgeable Other (MKO) theory, that this may potentially cause  embarrassment for them. In contrast to this some children may prefer Lui and Matthews approach as mentioned above, that they achieve better in their own space . Another approach that was mentioned is assessment for learning.  This approach does not take into consideration that not all children work well under pressure,  a child  may feel overwhelmed during taking a quiz or test. This may not show a child’s true ability due to them feeling anxious  and they may  not do as well as they would if it was classwork.

The next pedagogy that is given for consideration links  how teachers find resources to help their learners build on previous knowledge, experience and engage interest. Unicef (2023) comments the quality of a child’s early experience is essential to how a child’s brain develops through enriched experiences. This can  provide strong foundation for learning and their  behaviour throughout their life. Estyn (2017) agrees and recommends that schools do provide these rich experiences and opportunities to challenge their learners to be more independent. In addition, on observation  working in a foundation learning class, the topic for the academic year was ‘time changing’ as a part of the humanities AoLE. Furthermore, at the start of the year the children went to St.Fagens on a trip and explored how people lived in a different era and how this has  changed over time,  and also viewed clothing and food ration lists. Meanwhile after half term the teacher got the children involved in a discussion about their recent trip  and they presented their knowledge of what they remember so far as a group. Children were able to present a very informative presentation of what they remembered. The children were also able to draw the changes of the houses in chronological order. For instance, the children discussing and sharing what they recall, it is helping to strengthen the connection between the neurons. 
Tierney and Nelson (2009) state that early years and learning is the most important years allowing the  brains capacity to continue to growing and evolve in response to life experiences. Plasticity, means it can be shaped or moulded. Neuroplasticity then has the ability for the brain to adapt or change over time. In addition, Jerome Brumer’s spiral learning theory shows the importance of teachers revisiting previous knowledge. The spiral structure represents the process, at the bottom of the spiral is where learners are presented with new content, then in the middle of the spiral its where the learner revisits or revises what they have been taught. Once the learner has mastered the new topic they can then more up to a higher difficulty and the process starts again. Johnson (2012) comments that it is an effective theory used as the new content that the leaners are taught is reinforced and supported until they understand. Morin (2014) comments by children having new experiences and letting them explore increases the brains connections that enable learning and memory . 
For example when the children came back to school they looked into how food has changed over time. To support children’s cooking skill this was integrated into the learning where they made a loaf of bread from start to finish. The children weighed the ingredients and mixed them and saw the end product once it was out of the oven. Inly (2018) insights that Maria Montessori noticed that young children take in information through the connection of new skills, learning and senses. Montessori viewed that children use all senses to learn and it's clearly a natural learning style for children . Estyn (2020) reports that meaningful multisensory activities can help improve learners well-being. However, deprivation of environment can affect a children cognitive brain ability, due to lack of stimulation and can lose those connections to the brain due to not be used enough within the lifespan. 
 When planning activities for the children it’s important that teachers come up with ideas that are engaging and flexible for all children abilities. Raab and Dunst (2009) agrees that involving child interests into learning has a positive impact on their involvement. By teachers including interest-based learning in their lessons, it allows them to explore their personal interests. Estyn (2020) observed that children’s involvement in tasks and lessons was at its highest when teachers took into consideration children’s interests when planning their lessons. 
When including this principle in my teaching I will take into consideration when using the interest based learning approach it’s is evident that not all children are going to have the same interest. So it is important not to assume what they like and dislike and listen to their wishes and feelings. Another approach mentioned was building on previous knowledge, some children in the class maybe dyslexic or autistic. Incorporating Bruner’s spiral theory may not be an appropriate approach as they may find the work difficult, in some cases they may need to spend more time than others working on it.
The  last principle that  will be discussed is how learning ranges within and across areas of learning and experience? Cross-curricular learning is a way of merging different subjects, this way teachers can deliver lessons that are stimulating as well as creative and engaging. Kerry (2015) emphasis that learning beyond subject boundaries allows learners to have the opportunity to experience deep, challenging and relevant learning. While working in a school a teacher read a book to the class called Sglod and Chips, in the book Sglod who is a dog  explores a  pier and finds his love for chips. Then Blod the seagull came along, and encouraged Sglod to be more healthy and active.  The teacher used cross curriculum teaching by using this book as a hook, a hook helps grabs the pupils attention and helps introduce the lesson. The teacher then used the book to teach healthy eating, maths and numeracy, role play and geography. However, reflecting back on this If I was to plan a class around this book I would of taken the children on a trip to Mumbles pier and looked at the beaches and their surroundings which would of incorporated a few elements of the curriculum within the children’s learning. Muler et al (2022) comments that its beneficial for children to explore and have the opportunity for outdoor learning. In addition, it cannot be guaranteed or assumed that children have had experiences like going to the beach.  Even though the school was near  many local beaches parents/guardians may not have the money to afford transport to get to the beach or have the awareness. This is why a school is so important to their community this allows schools to support parent/guardians to provide these opportunities. In addition,  by taking the children on a trip to the pier and taking them to explore the local beaches the children are learning about Welsh culture and also the four purposes on being informed citizens . Estyn (2020) recommends that pupils develop their knowledge and understanding of the history and culture of their local area.  Wales Senedd (2019) also comments that, by involving Welsh history and culture into the children lessons it creates a Welsh identity for young children and adults. Allowing the children the resources and opportunities to learn in contrasting ways it encourages children to achieve their highest potential. However, there are lots of households in Wales that cannot afford to fund their children to go on school trip’s. Parent Kind (2023) expresses how forty four percent of parents/guardians in the UK cannot afford to pay for their child’s school trips which is just below fifty percentage of parents  unable to afford uniform. 
Maslow (1987) suggests In Maslow’s hierarchy of needs that if children do not have the bases at the bottom of the hierarchy it is hard for them to work their way up the levels. The fourth level in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs is self-actualization, which includes being confidant, achievement, respect for others and being independent individuals. Maslow’s self-actualization level very much links to the new curriculum especially the four purposes which encourages every child to be independent and confident individuals. Burleson and Thoron (2014) projects that there could be a difficulty in teachers to meeting all of the children’s physiological needs  in school. In addition, schools can provide opportunities and resources so children can progress. Unicef (1992) states The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the child Article 3 all organisations associated with children should work towards what best for the children. 
When including this principle in my teaching I would take into consideration that not everyone has had the same opportunities outside of school. So when they come into school they will be given the opportunities and resources to work to the best of their abilities. However, even though taking children on trips is a very effective and stimulating way to teach, parents may get anxious as they cannot afford it as mentioned in the principle. Too develop this further I would find other effective and stimulating ways for a child to learn, but not as an expensive to the parents/guardians. This could be bringing the beach to the classroom with sandpits, water pits and shells. I feel teaching is always thinking outside the box as not everyone fits in to the same box. It about expanding children’s learning no matter their ability. 
To conclude in this assignment it is evident that the principles within education  are an essential part of the new curriculum. It is an essential guide of what meaning full teaching looks like for children of today.  When writing and researching each principle I have learnt the important of each one and how I can adapt it to my practice. In addition,  when planning my lessons during PTE1 I will think about applying the three principles within this assignment and making sure I incorporate them into my classroom .  I understand the barriers these different approaches can have along with the principles will have on the learners. However, even though throughout this assignment I have learned the importance of the principles. I have also made recommendations in how to adapt in these in the  classroom  and recognising  that some situations may not be suitable. In addition, thinking of innovative way of creating fun, engaging and creative lesson, whilst also making them inclusive for all children. Through the assignment  I have learnt from my academic research and findings that  foundation learning is where children learn through play, exploring and through their interactions with others.  Teachers support the children through an enriched and holistic approach allowing children  progress through many different lenses. Allowing the right tools, resources and guidance and it has been observed  that learning does not happen in stages,  but it is a progression throughout their time in education. Jones (2019) states teaching is not a destination. It is a journey to grow. 
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