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Targets. 
Target 1- To give an advanced application of a range of strategies that could be used to overcome challenges, thinking of your own creative ideas and strategies that you could put in place within the school.
Target 2- To develop critical thinking and address barriers and limitations in more detail, using literature to support you. 
Target 3- Proof-read your work carefully to ensure you do not make small errors.

Research Question- What effect does performing on your own compared to in a group have on the participation level of year two students?

Introduction- 

To complete my research, I went into School A to observe four pupils of the year 2 class performing within their School Eisteddfod. School A is located within the Rhondda Cynon Taf of the South Welsh valleys; it is a Welsh Medium super school that has a low ethnic diversity compared to English medium schools within the same county. The Estyn report as of 2012 states that the majority of this School's students come from a white ethnic background, and as of the same Estyn report, 41% of pupils within the superschool come from Welsh-speaking homes. However, they do not state whether Welsh is spoken fluently or just by one parent (Estyn, 2012). This has an impact on my research.    

On the day of the organised observation, the School were holding their annual School Eisteddfod and, therefore, I decided to use performance as the basis for my research. A school eisteddfod is a Welsh cultural competition held yearly at different levels. Beginning with the School Eisteddfod, the School comes together and competes against each other in various categories such as dance, choral, solo singing, reciting and writing poetry and playing musical instruments (urdd, 2024). Successful winners of each group are put forward to compete at higher levels with other schools in the district and counties, leading to the National Urdd Competition.     
  
Literature Review- 

There are many ways in which a child will learn, such as through observing others, exploring and playing.  

Children learn through observing, and this is called observation learning, in which a child will observe others and take in new information as they do so. (Rymanowicz,2015) Rymanowicz (2015) suggests that children will not necessarily copy what they observe but will develop new knowledge of what not to and what to do in situations they will experience. John Dewey, a well-known theorist within education and child development, agreed with the concept of children learning through doing and observing. He thought that children learn through experiences relevant to their lives as they are more interested and willing to learn. (Pound, 2014)  

Welsh Government suggest that children in the Foundation Phase learn best through play and learn best while having fun. They say the foundation phase is built on the idea that children learn best through play. Play allows children to take risks, challenge themselves, and learn more about themselves freely without any restraint from teaching staff (NI Direct, 2018). Homan (2017) suggests that performing arts plays a role in the development of children and support their learning. It is suggested that performing arts allow children to develop their creativity and language and social skills, supporting the four purposes of the curriculum for Wales.   

Performing arts, whether that be dance, music or acting, improves children's development and encourages them to be confident within themselves. It is also a great way to introduce other subjects, such as history or science (Homan, 2017). It is said that performing arts can improve children's mental health and self-esteem as they challenge themselves (Young Talent Academy, n.d). One negative to performing alone on stage compared to a group I've experienced through my observations is that children become more nervous performing alone, with everyone's eyes on them. Yes, it does develop their self-esteem, providing their anxiety doesn't get in the way. In contrast, when observing the children perform as a group, they did not appear as anxious as they supported and gained strength from each other. Although performing arts is a great learning tool and should be used throughout School due to its many advantages, it is a learning tool that takes a great deal of time.    
 
Methodology-  

To maintain my research, I needed to use various research methods. One method that I used was the Leuven Scale. The purpose of the Leuven scale is to collect data on a child's behaviour and involvement within a specific strategy activity. The Leuven scale has two scales that focus on children's well-being and involvement. These scales have five sections to evaluate the children. (Learning Journals, 2021)   

Like many research methods, the Leuven scale has advantages and disadvantages. One of these advantages is that it is an easy research method that supports your observations; however, this could be considered to be a disadvantage to the method as it doesn't require observing for an extended period, and when observing, the results could be affected because a child's behaviour can be so unpredictable in the short time the Leuven scale allows you to observe, we cannot, therefore, be sure that the results we get are reliable and credible (Learning Journal, 2021)  

A further advantage of the Leuven scale is that it is a non-interventional way of research, meaning that the focus is on the child. As I, the researcher, am not involved in the task at hand, I can't take the attention away from it, allowing the children to give their full attention to what they are doing. (Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2018) Another advantage is that the Leuven scale does not limit your research and observation to just an individual or group, as it can be used to assess both. (Structural learning, n.d)    

The disadvantage of the Leuven Scale is that it does not consider cultural differences or family background. Another disadvantage that must be regarded before observing is that it doesn't work well when observing children with additional learning needs (ALN), as a lot of the behaviours mentioned in the scale aren't seen within children with ALN or they don't express themselves in that manner. (Learning Journal, 2021)  
  
  
Discussion and Findings-  

Rogelberg (2008) states that there are a few things a researcher should do before they can carry out their research, these being evaluating their knowledge of the ethical guidelines and their ability to carry out the research. They suggest that if, for any reason, a researcher believes they are unable to carry out the research, they should stop or be observed by someone who can.  

Being an ethical researcher is essential, and many things should be considered before I start the research. It is vital to follow ethical considerations to ensure that the participants know what they are doing and that they can drop out of the research if they wish (BERA, 2018). We must do this during the study to ensure that the research is of a good standard and that the results are not false. (Resinik, 2020)   

Cohen, Manion, and Morrison (2018) suggest that observation is mostly considered non-participative, and consent is vital before any research or observation can occur. They suggest that you must have informed consent from the participant, as in our case, the School, parents, and DBS, as we are observing within a school setting. As the researcher, you should be aware of the difference between consent and assent. According to Broome (1999), the difference between consent and assent is the legal ability to make a decision. Due to my observation being on pupils under the age of 18, I needed assent from a legal guardian and the school to gain the ability to observe them; I also had to ensure that the children had a complete understanding of what was going to happen and that they were willing to take part.   

One of the negatives that could come from disobeying research ethics is that the research will be untrustworthy and unreliable, as it could come across as biased or morally questionable. (Bhandari, 2022)  

By observing School A, it was clear that the children enjoyed performing, whether through singing or dancing. It was also clear that the school encouraged each year to have a group act to encourage more pupils to participate in the competition and enjoy themselves. When talking to the staff about the competition and the preparation, they said that the children showed signs of willingness after having more weeks of practice. Saville (2011) suggests that repetition is a great learning tool, allowing children to memorise what they have learnt and making them more confident in their performance.   
  
To answer my research question, yes, there is a difference between the participation levels when a child is performing on their own compared to as a group; however, I observed a variety of children with a variety of abilities, and this showed different results depending on the child I was observing. For example, when I was observing Child A, they performed well independently and in a group. My findings showed they enjoyed performing both times, and they did not change because they were performing on their own, which was expected as they are more a confident student than child Ch, who is timider and therefore did not enjoy performing on their own compared to when they performed as a group. These two pupils were very different in abilities and confidence, and I had observed this during my time in the school before my research began.   
  
Conclusion and Recommendations-  

To conclude, it was evident that the children enjoyed performing whether they were performing on their own or in a group. Some performed better in a group, whilst to others, it made no difference to their enjoyment or extent of involvement. As with any research, it comes with weaknesses and strengths; one of those strengths is that it allowed me to observe first-hand how children act and respond to performing both on their own or in a group on a stage in front of others. Of the weaknesses I identified was, the significant limitation of any research conducted on people is that of the Hawthorn Effect, which is the idea that an individual's behaviours can be modified when they know they are being observed; this is a difficult limitation to make allowances for when they need to follow ethical considerations are that participants have the right to know what the researcher is doing ( (McCambridge, Witton and Elbourne, 2014). 
 
Another limitation that could have influenced my work was that I already knew the children in the study, and it could be considered biased on my part due to my knowledge of their personalities and characters. A weakness that came up at the beginning of my research was that when I turned up for my research day, I had to adapt my questions because fewer children were signing on their own than I had hoped.   

One advantage of my research was that I used both qualitative and quantitative research. Almalki (2016) defines a mixed-method approach as one that encourages limiting weaknesses in one approach or any bias that might have occurred during the research. If I had to do such a research project again, I would still use a mixed-method approach to ensure that there is no bias and that my research is credible. There are aspects of this research that would be beneficial for my further education and profession. These aspects would be the idea that children learn through performing and through play. The research has allowed me to learn more about the ethical considerations of researching the curriculum from Wales and how I would go about implementing this knowledge into teaching.   
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Professional Reflection 

1- Describe One of the observations you carried out. What did you learn from it? 
 	During my time in the school, I had the opportunity to observe their rehearsals before the actual event. During my observation days, I saw the impact of performing songs on the children's language and their progress with their Welsh language the more they performed. I also got to observe them perform in front of the high school section of the school and the difference in the way they performed as the high school students cheered them on. You could tell that the pupils looked up to the older students and were proud of themselves after the older students gave them a round of applause. 

2- What were the challenges and opportunities of being a non-participant obserrver in the classroom? 
Being a non-participant observer presented many advantages that I may not otherwise have had, such as that I was able to observe the children more on the side and could see the whole picture, as well as the fact that I wasn’t being distracted as the children had no interest in what I was doing. However, because I had already known the pupils and the staff, sometimes it was difficult not to get involved if you could see that the children were struggling or that the teacher needed an extra hand as I was so used to being that additional aid in the classroom.  

3- In your experience, what were the benefits and limitations of the Leuven Scale as a research tool? 
One of the benefits of the Leuven Scale was that it was easy and quick to use; it also allowed you to observe fully. However, when observing pupils with ALN, it is clear that Leuven does not consider that they do not respond the same as others; for example, their facial expressions might not change with their mood, or they might not communicate as well as others.   

4- What were the main points of learning for you in terms of being a researcher in the classroom? 
I learnt that there are a lot of considerations that go into before you can begin your research, such as ethical considerations. And that the pupils have to be aware of what is happening. During my time as a researcher in a classroom, I also learned that it is very difficult to observe everything, and a timetable is essential to ensure you get everything. 

5- What would you do differently if you were to conduct this research again? Why? 
If I had the opportunity to conduct this research again, I would observe both the practice and preparation sessions run in the classroom and the actual performance to have more data to compare. I also would change my questions to broader ones with a more extensive scope for data.  
6- Discuss any other methods of research you could use in the classroom to improve your practice. What are the positives and negatives?
I could have interviewed or used a questionnaire to question the children on how much they enjoyed performing as facial expressions and body language does not tell everything for a way a child maybe feeling, however if i was to a questionnaire I’d have to be careful and only ask open ended questions in order to get a good response. 











Observation Timetable. 
Research Question: what effect does perform on your own compared to in a group have on the participation level of year two students. 
Leuven Scale that I used: 
	
	Very low - 1
	Low - 2
	Moderate - 3
	High - 4
	Very High - 5

	1
	Appear to absent
	Child is involved a little bit.  
	Participating as normal- paying a little bit of attention
	Completing work without any distractions
	Children contributing continuously

	2
	Does not show any energy
	Times of distraction, and lack of participation
	Not getting too distracted, not trying their best
	Seem to be concentrating most of the time but sometimes loses attention
	Is completely concentrating and doesn’t lose attention at all

	3
	Staring to space or looking around. 
	Staring into space.
	Child lacks motivation- Not being challenged. 
	Child is being challenged- somewhat motived 
	Completing work and is understanding completely

	4
	Does not seem to be taking anything in.
	Limited results from the activity 
	 Child is not using their whole ability
	The child’s intelligent and imagination are being challenged within the activity 
	It is obvious that the child is enjoying themselves throughtout the activity











Observation Timetable 

Context- Time of day, what is the purpose of the lesson, how many children, activity

	
	Very low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very High

	Scale
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
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Extra Notes for Activity 1:
















Observation Timetable 
Context: Time of day, what does the session consist of? how many children, Activity

	
	Very Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	Very High

	Scale
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
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Extra notes on Activity 2:













Observation Timetable

Context- Time of day, what the session consists of, how many children, activity 
This activity was immediately in the morning at 10 am. I observed four children that were a mixture of abilities and confidence. The activity consisted of the four pupils performing on stage on their own in front of the whole school, depending on which child I was observing depended on what they were performing.   
	
	Very low
	low
	moderate
	high
	Very high

	Scale
	1
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Extra Notes on activity 1- 
All children seemed to do well and enjoy themselves reasonably  
Child A and B- Both children performed well independently, and from my observation, they enjoyed themselves. From my scoring on the Leuven scale, I would put them at a high level of participation; they did not lose interest as the activity went on or lose interest as others performed.  
Child C- Child C did reasonably well; after using the Leuven Scale, I would place them at a high, moderate level of participation; they did not seem to lose interest; however, they did not seem too interested either. They sat and watched the others perform, yet they did not seem interested or disinterested in the activity.  
Child CH- Lastly, Child CH did not enjoy performing independently; they started well, but as the activity continued, they seemed to panic and get upset with themselves. They eventually lost interest. This student went first in performing, which did not help them. Once they had performed, they sat down and watched others perform but did not seem interested.  



Observation Timetable
Context- Time of day, what does the session consist of, how many children, activity

All children seemed to do well and enjoy themselves reasonably. This activity was late in the day but up until dinner, 11 am-1 pm. The activity consisted of the children performing together in groups on stage in front of the whole school, competing against each other in their houses. Once again, I observed the same four pupils as I did when they performed independently.  
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Child A and B- Both children performed similarly when in a group, seeming happy and willing to participate as a group of children. They danced as a group of about ten children, a mix of year one and year two students and most students seemed happy to be doing so. Both children seemed interested in the activity and knew the steps well.  
Child C- Child C participated in both dancing and singing as a group, and they did not enjoy one more than the other. Child C is in a middle-ability group in the class, and from observing them, they are reasonably confident and did not lose interest as the activity went on, but they did not gain interest either.  
Child CH- Child CH started off well and seemed to enjoy themselves, but as the activity went on, they lost interest in the dancing and seemed distracted by anything else happening around them.  
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