Thank you. My name is Ryan Morgans and I am a police officer. My job role, as stated by National Careers Service (no date) is to investigate and prevent crime. 
However, as highlighted by Government (2016) I have a responsibility to protect children from harm and ensure their safety, working to the principles of the Children Act 2004, more specifically section 11 which refers to promoting the welfare of children.
I am therefore here today to share details of the incident which I attended on 1st May 2024 and to assist in ensuring the necessary measures are put in place to safeguard the children. 
The overall aim of this conference is for us to work together to assess the situation and put plans in place so that we can provide justice for the children, so I will try to make my input as informative as possible (Wakefield Safeguarding Partnership, 2020).
As you will be aware, the statutory guidance for partner agencies for safeguarding is the ‘working together to safeguard children’ guidance (Government, 2023). 
This specifies that police have a responsibility to share sensitive information about children at risk of harm with relevant agencies in order to protect children so I will talk you through the details of the incident (Government, 2023). 
There has been one incident where police have attended at the address. Police were called due to concerns of a domestic incident as a result of drug use. 
Shouting and screaming could be heard from neighbouring properties, there was a strong smell of cannabis emitting from the property and both children were present at the address. 
The male, Jeffrey, has clearly been intoxicated with drugs and was drinking vodka from the bottle. 
Upon entering, the house was dirty and smelt of cannabis.
Me and my colleagues restrained Jeffrey and mum as the argument was still ongoing, whilst further officers were dispatched to see to and calm both children. 
Jess was sat in a highchair crying when police arrived and was clearly in a very distressed state. Ben was found hiding behind the sofa, also crying following having witnessed Jeffrey assault his mother, causing bruising. 
Mother has confirmed that Jeffrey has caused the injury, and this was her short-term partner.
Large quantities of cannabis resin was found on the coffee table in the lounge, and Jeffrey confirmed it was his and had smoked some during the evening. There were also numerous empty vodka bottles on the worktop in the kitchen.
Officers spoke to Ben, using pictures and annotations to help with communication, who stated that this is not the first time that he has witnessed this, and that he is scared of Jeffrey because he often shouts and hurts his mother.
He stated that he always drinks from the bottle and shouts at his mother afterwards.
We therefore need to consider whether the children are safe in their home environments. 
Depending on your thoughts, it may be necessary to serve restraining orders on Jeffrey to ensure that he has no contact with the children based on previous domestic incidents, or whether multiagency support needs to be provided to the family to ensure their safety. 
There is already an ongoing police investigation in relation to the drugs found at the address – this raises concerns over the safety of both children, and whether both individuals are fit to look after them. There are also concerns that the children are being exposed to drugs. 
Jeffrey has already admitted possession and has stated that he regularly uses cannabis. Based on this, and under section 46 of the Children’s Act 1989 which states that where an officer is under the impression that a child is at risk of significant harm, the child can be removed and placed in suitable protected accommodation. 
We therefore also need to discuss whether it is necessary to remove the children from the address, based on them being at high risk of harm resulting from domestic violence and drugs.
We also need to consider that Mum has been a victim of domestic abuse before, having been abused by Ben’s father during May 2021 when she was at the early stages of pregnancy. 
These decisions need to be considered to ensure we are meeting the needs and rights set out by the UNCRC (Unicef, no date), and ensure the children’s wellbeing for future development, meeting the principles of the wellbeing of future generations act 2014. 
This also helps meet the requirements of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act 2014 to improve the wellbeing of those in need of care and support. We need to ensure that our decisions are made in the best interests of the children, and that we take a child-centred approach in what we decide to do. I will now conclude my report.




Reflection
Prior to this module, I had a good understanding of safeguarding from my current employment in a school for children with additional learning needs. I have had training in safeguarding and have a knowledge of the policies in place. I also participate in safeguarding processes in the school when required. However, this module has reinforced the importance of safeguarding, and what effects harm and abuse can have on children, particularly if it is not identified at an early stage. It has also reinforced the importance of the role of the practitioner in identifying issues, making me reflect on my current practices and to consider whether I can be doing anything differently in my employment. It has helped me understand that any issue, as minor as it may be, needs to be recorded to ensure further investigation to prevent the child experiencing further harm and abuse. 
This module has highlighted to me how I can improve on how I interact with children, provide holistic support and develop trusting relationships to promote their safety and wellbeing.
It has given me an insight into the bigger picture, and the role that external agencies and professionals also have in the safeguarding process. This module has helped me understand the processes undertaken following the initial report and how we can work with the police, nurses, parents and many other individuals to ensure the child’s welfare, using a multiagency approach.
By doing these things, I can be certain that I am providing the best possible care for the children and that they are provided with opportunities to learn in safe environments that are free from harm, meeting their rights outlined by the UNCRC and meeting the principles of the Children Act 2004.
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