International Development and Empire
International or Global Development refers to the measures taken by countries and/or Organizations to assist other countries. Development can be delved into in different stages, and according to Author and Human Geography professor Katie Willis, in her 2004 published book titled Theories and Practices of Development, “Development can be considered at a number of spatial scales, including the individual, the local community, the regional, the national and the global (among others)”. Thus, it can then be determined that however it is development is defined, it may differ based on scale, and in addition the approaches to development may also vary. Colonialism has had a heavy impact on international development. In the course of time, the world has witnessed various acts of evolution ranging from an Economical, Political, Social and Cultural standpoint. The influence of Empire can surely be said to have been a contributing factor to these changes. An Empire refers to a “major political unit having a territory of great extent or a number of territories or people under a single sovereign”-Merriam Webster. Throughout history we have seen the likes of several ruling Empires ranging from the Mongol and Roman to one of the most popularly known, the British Empire. For decades, Britain was the center of worldwide commercial network dating back from the year 1730. They were one of the largest of empires. Politically as it surrounds Colonialism, many colonies were made to struggle under poor governance from their political leaders. There was little to no plans organized and executed with the colonies political interest at heart, instead, the leaders would invest focus in building militia in opposed to aiding the country in societal development. Economically, the Colonialist created a lasting impact as well. Which further caused a hinderance as it as it concerned economic development for these countries. This was due to raw materials, food and any other income generated resources being exploited for the benefit of the colonialist. Trading increased and this was important for the colonialist as trade and exportation amongst countries generated profits for the colonizing country, but never for the colony. Thus, intern destroying the colony economically, and it resulted in a rise of poverty. This trickled down Socially and Culturally as well. On the aspect of the Social and Cultural impact, we saw the people in these societies now having to manage a new way of life. They had to work along with what they now possessed which was less than they were accustomed to prior to becoming colonized. Overtime, Cultural practices began to fade, and frustration pushed for wars within these societies.
In the year 1960, the former British conservative Politician and former Prime minister of the United Kingdom from the year 1957-1963, presented the Wind of Change speech to the House of Parliament and the people of South Africa. This speech holds great significance as it followed the period of post colonialism. Around this time South Africa like other African nations began claiming the rights to govern themselves. In his speech he declared to that the growth of that nation was a “political fact”. He further went on to add that the government’s aim was to “create a society which respects the rights of individuals – a society in which individual merit and individual merit alone, is the criterion for a man’s advancement, whether political or economic”. This speech was controversial and brought about oppositions as it was still amidst the period of the apartheid system. This system still dominated for another thirty (30) years, up until around the year 1990 following Nelson Mandela’s release. Hamilton died in the year 1986, despite change not happening directly following his speech, it was able to bring about international conversation and insight or inspire change.
Four (4) years after this infamous Speech by Prime Minister Macmillan, November 1964, the British Ministry of Overseas Development was formed. The main objective or purpose of this group was to work along with and promote the progress of the developing countries, including those within the Commonwealth as well as other dependent territories. They managed or administered foreign aid and technical assistance programs which included Capital control projects. The department ran for fifty-six (56) years before being abolished on September 2nd, 2020.
With every empire we see colonialist engage in acts that can be said to have impacted the operation of the world on a whole, and from these acts we see the introduction of theoretical approaches towards development being brought about, mostly surrounding the cold war of 1948-1991. Renown approaches to international development includes that of Walter W. Rostow.
Rostow compiled five (5) steps that in his view are a necessity for all countries to pass in order for it to be considered developed. These steps are 1) traditional society, 2) preconditions to take-off, 3) take-off, 4) drive to maturity and 5) age of high mass consumption. Traditional society stage characterizes a population with lacking scientific perspective as it refers to the world and technology. With this stage agriculture is the focus economically; labour is intense while trading levels are quite low. Preconditions to take-off is the stage where we see society starting to develop manufacturing from or on a national level. Take-off stage is described as a brief occasion where there is rapid growth, and industrialization occurs with focus on new-born industry. The Drive and Maturity stage emerges over a duration of time where there is rise in the standard of living, growth in the economy as well as a rise in technological use. The final stage: Age of High Mass Consumption was believed by Rostow to be where the countries (more so western countries) were now economically thriving or flourishing due to mass production and consumerism brought about by a capitalist system. Rostow believed that all countries existed or fell somewhere within this presented model, one scholar that supports his theory is Sankaran Krishna who in an extract from Globalization and Post colonialism states “Rostow does not entertain the notion that earlier development of some countries may have irrevocably altered the prospects of later developers. It is in that sense a static and ahistorical model. To put it differently, he believes that when it comes to development you can step into the same river not merely twice but an endless number of times. In its emphasis on modernization or development as a largely national, self-contained, ahistorical, and autochthonous process based on individual attributes and enterprise, Rostow’s work is exemplary of the modernization school”. Despite Rostow’s approach there were numerous problems surrounding his theory. For instance, he was criticized by scholars for assuming that all countries desired to develop in the way he lays out. Critics claim that Rostow overlooked the diversity of priorities that a country and a society may have. Theorist further expressed his oversight as it regards to a nation’s population, location and natural resources. These things being taken into account emphasizes that this model although world renown and highly sought after may not indeed be suitable for all.
Scales of development refers to nations being divided into the “developed” and “developing” therefore, the “First world” and “third world” this can also be known as the “core” and “Periphery” which is the focus or view of sociologist Immanuel Wallerstein’s World systems theory. Wallerstein’s approach to development was one were he viewed it as a world economic system in which some countries benefit while others are exploited. The world systems theory is based on a three (3) level hierarchy that consist of the Core, Periphery and Semi-Periphery areas. With this system we see the Core countries being classified as those countries that rule or dominate peripheral countries for labour as well as raw materials. These countries have a strong military presence and are powerful. They are capitalist countries afforded the ability to access raw material and the lowest of prices as well as benefit from cheap labour exploitation thus, further building their economy. Periphery countries refer to the countries dependent on the core countries for a means of capital. They offer cheap labour and export the raw materials gained from natural resources obtained in their nation to these countries in the Core. Periphery countries can also be otherwise classified as Third world countries. Semi–Periphery countries are positioned between both Core and Periphery countries as they possess characteristics of both. These countries tend to be located amidst both hierarchies geographically as well. They are less developed than the Core countries yet still hold more power and leverage than Peripherals, as they industrialize and broaden control over their economy at the Core producer’s expense. Wallerstein’s theory like Rostow’s was also criticized by theorist. They are of the opinion that he does not delve into other causes that may promote or be the reason for underdevelopment outside of capitalism. These include factors such as Culture and corruption and ethnic conflict. Theorists believe that Wallerstein emphasizes too much on economics and capitalism having dominance. They are of the belief that the concept is vague and a challenging theory to test in practice.
Another of the responses to the colonial experience worth exploring, is that of Professor Sankaran Krishna. Krishna is a professor of political science at the University of Hawaii. He developed and explored his theory around globalization and modernization, In his book Globalization and Postcolonialism Hegemony and Resistance in the Twenty-first Century, his aim was to argue that “if globalization is the reigning or hegemonic ideology in the world today, postcolonialism, at its best, constitutes one of its main adversaries or forms of resistance to its sway”.
Globalization refers to the process by which the world is becoming more interconnected. It is said to be caused by the result of increased trade and cultural exchange across the globe whereas Post colonization to quote Krishna “contests the claim that free-market ideology is a natural commonsense and that it produces prosperity or improved lives for all. It points out that both historically and now unregulated capitalist growth have always been highly unequal, producing prosperity for the few and immiseration for the many, both within particular nations and across the world”. In Krishna’s study he states that “The differences between the first and third worlds in life expectancy, literacy, per capita income, energy consumption, infant mortality rates, daily caloric intake, access to health care, and other indicators reveal the polarized world we live in today”. This is due to his belief that we live in world where a vast number of the population are availed or afforded the opportunity to live in wealth and share in numerous assets of life prospects while others are unable to share in that same luxury they do. His studies stated that in the year 1997, upon research it was proven that the combination of twenty (20) percent of the worlds riches places saw first world countries possessing seventy-four (74) times as much than that of third world nations. Krishna also explored or highlighted aspects of the modernization theory that rose to prominence in the 1950s and 1960s. this theory is described to be the transformation from a traditional or rural society to one that is more secular and urban.



In conclusion it is safe to presume from the theories discussed that colonialism does in fact have an impact on the world of International Development today. There are similarities from then and now that foster the numerous theories developed to promote positive global development amongst nations. From the way leaders now have shaped the world through political choices to economical practices and hierarchy of different countries, to the societal and cultural aspects, that if compared can be thought to be the equivalent to what we face in our time. 
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