Early Civilizations, Ancient Egypt in Context by Bruce G. Trigger, the primary focus in the text is quite broad. Using Egypt and comparing them relatively to six other early civilizations. Trigger’s focus talks about what “-ancient Egypt had in common with other early civilizations and to what extent it was unique” (Trigger, Early Civilizations 1993 pg. 1). In the first chapter trigger talks about the ‘processual archaeology’ of the nineteen sixties, which talks about the methods of Julian Steward, and how trade, ecology and social political organization were of primary interest. While treating art, religion with little interest. Triggers analysis is that of a more modern day and open-minded archaeologist. 
In comparison to the civilization I chose of Ancient Rome, generally not too many similarities can be drawn, as they both developed in different ways and times. With a different environment to support and shape their culture. However, Trigger does make some good point in which it can be partially substituted for a Roman equivalent. “The Mound of creation underlay the heart of evert temple and inspired the pyramids” (Trigger, Early Civilizations, 1993 pg.4). This could be a mirror to the founding of Rome in essence, using the idea of Romulus and Remus or the pantheon of Roman gods, to build monuments such as the colosseum or the many temples built across Roman cities. Yet Triggers analysis of Ancient Egypt, it hard to apply directly to a lot of Rome’s history and cultural growth. This is due to both cultures early origins being so different, a big part being the environment in which the Nile and the annual floods shaped the people. “-Only the ancient Egyptians- drawing upon the imagery of the islands of high ground emerging from the annual Nile Flood” (Trigger, Early Civilizations, 1993 pg.4). Triggers explains that to him, the Nile is what made their culture and religion, Rome had the river Tiber which offered similar benefits but no the extent or the focus of the Egyptians. 

Trigger does mention the key factors of early civilizations and how understanding one can help another. “Kingship, Taxes and bureaucracy are only a few traits that are found in all early civilizations”. While this is especially true for Rome, as these factors were all an integral part of their politics and culture (albeit with Imperialism replacing Kingship). I feel triggers use of the world ‘all can be misleading as while relatively I’m sure most early civilizations have these to an extent, they may have been represented in different ways, in which our modern twenty first century interpretation may be unable to fully recognise. 

One key factor that Trigger brings up about early societies is the high social and economic inequality. While Trigger mentions the Pharaohs, and the lower classes, this can also be applied to consul and plebeian class differences in Roman culture.  Including the use of large bureaucracy to ensure tax collections which in turn supports state activity and buildings. To Rome, this was a big factor, it ensured the longevity of the city, yet also caused much strife and commotion between the classes. “Surplus supported a elite style of life that was distinguished from the lower classes” (Trigger, Early Civilizations 1993 pg.7) , I feel this while initially meant to be a statement covering the proto-formation of early civilizations, gives a great reflection of Rome, as the surplus of supplies of land an monetary surplus is what gave individuals and elites power, and thus control of the destiny (to an extent) of their civilization. 

In Conclusion, the book covers the comparison of ancient civilizations and their origins, and what especially makes them unique or similar in ways. In review of this Trigger raises some good points, and some accurate deductions. He mainly focuses on Ancient Egypt, but he does use many cross-cultural parallels. Arguing that even studying an early civilisation can be beneficial to the origins and culture of another early civilisation. I believe the points he makes here can be valid, but it does depend on the civilization is question. I believe Trigger makes a very good analysis of the environment and how it helps shape the culture and religion (of Egypt in this case). The main issue when using this was my civilization is the lack of general similarities in the culture and more broad strokes. Yet despite this is does offer a valuable starting point and thought for this and other cultures analysis. 
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