Tin Plate Terms
· Annealing; 

· Black annealing was part of the tinplate process where sheets were piled onto stands , covered by steel boxes or pots, sealed by sand to exclude air and heated in an annealing furnace to make them softer and more ductile. White annealing was similar but for shorter periods at lower temperatures. 

· Behinder; 

· a member of the Hot Mill crew in a Tin Plate Works, he caught the sheets behind the doublers and passed them back to the rollerman over the top roll, there would be several passes. This job may include taking the sheets back to the furnaces for reheating. 

· Cold Rolling ; 

· part of the tinplate process where the sheets were introduced singly into three sets of rolls, rough, intermediate and finishing, this made them even and produced a polished surface. 

· Dipper; in Tin Plate Works, he dipped the thin steel sheets into the moulten tin to coat them. 

· Doubler; a member of the Hot Mill crew in a Tin Plate Works, he doubled the sheets holding them with large tongs as they cam off the rollers and placed them in the squeezer. 

· Finerman ; worked in the part of an ironworks or tinworks called a Finery. The job of the Finery was to reduce the carbon content of the pig iron. The pig iron had been produced using a coke smelting furnace. This produced pig iron with too high a carbon content and this made it brittle - not a problem when you were going to make cast iron which required no further working, but for the production of tinplate iron that was less brittle was required.The furnace in the finery was fired by charcoal, and this, along with the rest of the process which included heating, hammering and reheating, reduced the carbon content of the iron sufficiently to make it suitable for the production of tinplate. 

Furnaceman; a member of the Hot Mill crew in a Tin Plate Works, he heated the sheets

Hammerman; worked in the tinplate  manufacturing industry

· Pickling; 

· black pickling is part of the tinplate processs where sheets were "pickled" by being dipped in dilute sulphuric acid on a rack. Then cleaned by dipping in water. White pickling used acid which was more dilute with a shorter immersion. 

· Rollerman; 

· a member of the Hot Mill crew in a Tin Plate Works, he inserted the red hot sheets into the rolls, he was the team captain. 

· Shearer ; 

· a member of the Hot Mill crew in a Tin Plate Works, he trimmed the sheets to the required size. 

· Washmen ; worked in the tinplate manufacturing industry washing the plates between processes 

