
Festivals, Conventions and Events
Assignment 1
[bookmark: _Int_56mY4c2G][bookmark: _Int_6NwJhydR]During COVID-19 one of the biggest industries that were efforted was the events and hospitality sector due to that when you go to an event you are put into close proximity to complete strangers which was really dangerous considering how the COVID-19 virus is spread. ‘Hospitality and leisure sectors have been the worst affected by this coronavirus, losing over half (54%) of their monthly business income’ (ICAEW (2021) looking at these figures it is shocking to see how much the hospitality and event sector lost during the COVID-19 pandemic however, one of the biggest incomes in the UK tourist sector is the royal family. ‘The weekend of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 brought in an additional £120 million in sales in London’ (RPC (2018) this statistic shows how one weekend can make a massive difference in the tourism industry in the UK with one event. 
One of the most memorable events of the 2010’s decade was the Royal Wedding between Prince William and Catherine (Kate) Middleton. ‘It was watched by 26.3m people in the UK as well as tens of millions more around the world.’ (The Gazette (2019) only King Charles and Princess Diana managed to beat Kate and Willam with television ratings in the history of royal weddings. 
The Royal Wedding itself was organised by the Lord Chamberlain’s Office during the wedding of Kate and WIlliam there was a route map produced to be able to see where the crowd was expected to move from ‘Hyde Park and Trafalgar Square, where giant screens will show live coverage of the ceremony.’ (MAIL ON SUNDAY REPORTERS (2011) This was to be able to create a safe crowd control with the thousands of people who decided to camp out in the streets to be able to witness the wedding of Willam and Kate. There was a map provided to show how the royal family and the Middleton family would be transported to the wedding venue. The set-up for the event included closing 80 roads in central London which caused an incredibly disruption in London this is why a bank holiday was introduced the weekend of the wedding to be able to have work places were encouraged to be closed for the wedding so that people would not have much difficultly to be able to travel for work. The suspended roads were also ‘for security purposes and to ensure enough space for the estimated one million spectators.’ (MAIL ON SUNDAY REPORTERS (2011) Fortunately, tube services were not disrupted but they were very buses as people were using the tubes to be able to travel to the different venues cause the tubes to be used by more than five thousand people that day. Due to the massive event, there was a planned schedule from start to finish produced for the Friday and the Saturday to be able to show the public a clear schedule of the wedding so they would be able to travel and be able to see the couple before they arrived at the wedding plus there was a TV schedule produced as all the major television channels in the UK were producing content and a live feed for the occasion. Saturday was included for the Americas who would want to watch the wedding happening. 
[bookmark: _Int_QCxvb4XT][bookmark: _Int_d2dgy4Cv]The health and safety for the event has been carried forward too many other royal events. As there were more than 100,000 people apparently planned to be attend London to be able to catch a glimpse of the happy couple, they were a report of 5,000 police officers on duty for the royal wedding of William and Kate. ‘The event is a prime target for disruption from the likes of terrorists, pranksters, protesters’ () this is due for these sorts of vigilantes and terrorists to be able to make a big impact and maybe cause devastation. There were many different sort of police officers and police force included with the protection of the event including ‘Armed police, snipers, dog units, plain clothes officers.’ (Hart, I (2017) Even before the event was in effected the police were taking every precaution ‘drains have been lifted, the insides of lampposts scoured and even the fronts of the boxes on pedestrian crossing buttons have been removed as every inch of the wedding route is searched for explosives.’ (Hart, I (2017) this operation was going on until the crowds started the come to the street to watch the event that is when attention was focused on the crowd. The crowd that were lucky enough to be able to watch on the big screen in Hyde Park and Trafalgar square had to under-go searches from the police to be able to enter the different areas that had barriers all around to ensure that the crowd were at a healthy level to not cause a panic and disturbance. A problem with the amount of security that was provided and needed for this massive event is that is cost ‘£6.35million, figures have revealed’ (Parkison, R (2011) in 2018. £2.5 millions of this cost was just provided for police overtime alone which seems like an unneeded major cost for the already staggering amount for one sector of a major occasion even though there were only ‘53 arrests and police were tonight celebrating a success.’ (Parkison, R (2011) most of the arrests were for minor offences among the arrests were 10 people that were carrying anti royalist's placards which do not really make a difference to a crowd of over thousands that are in support of the marriage it seems that the arrests were not variable reason. People have considered this a massive drain on resources due to the fact that the wedding itself has been a massive cost on public resources is £6.35 million a cost that needed to ensure the safety for one event as there were not only police officers present for the event it was also soldiers that were present by the side of the royal family. This was a ‘huge operation to keep the crowds safe and to ensure that London’s often unpredictable transport network runs well.’ (Cary, P (2018) before the 2012 Olympics. 
[bookmark: _Int_MVQo00EV]The wedding between Willam and Kate effected the economy in many ways ‘during the build-up to the royal wedding, experts claimed that the enthusiasm for the event would have a positive impact on Britain's economy’ (PTI (2011) this might have been because at the time the Olympics tickets had been brought out to be able to buy. The UK Office for National Statistics has come out with conflicting results over the impact of economy stating that there was not a noticeable uptick. ‘PwC estimated William and Kate's wedding generated roughly £107 million in extra spending’ (Kottasová, I (2018) this should be compared to the actual cost of the as the wedding itself cost £30 million to think that ‘A large portion of the leftover cash went toward Kate's stunning Alexander McQueen gown, which carried a price tag of nearly a half-million dollars’ (Auction Central (2011) most of the costs of the royal wedding were covered by the royal family but it needs to be taken into consideration that the royal family are paid by the Government and trough tax payers money. In March of 2011 ‘analysts predict the April 29 wedding, and the creation of an extra public holiday will provide a boost of up to 1 billion pounds to the economy’ (Kottasová, I (2018) this was proven false by PwC as the wedding was only able to generate £107 million not even close to a billion. Due to the fact that the wedding was declared a bank holiday leads to retail businesses to have to close early due to have to stand by Sunday hours which creates a loss of sales been able to be processed by tourists visiting the UK due to the royal wedding. The wedding itself saw an economic output decrease which led to the ‘GDP decreased by 0.5%’ (RPC (2018) but in argument of that small businesses were able to make quite a lot of money from selling merchandise of the Royal Wedding to be able to generate a high revenue from the tourists and UK royalists that would want to buy the product. Even with the lead up of the wedding British retail supermarkets stated British ‘it was mainly sellers of souvenir items and food and drink in the run-up to the wedding who would be the main beneficiaries.’ (Reuters Staff (2011) this was also due to the fact that a lot of street parties would be going on while the royal wedding was happening it was recorded that over five thousand street parties were happening to celebrate the wedding of Kate and William meaning that a lot of food and parties' items to celebrate the couple would have been bought. There were more than 85 events approved for the actual day of the wedding meaning that money would be spend all over the UK due to the massive push people were giving the wedding to be able to celebrate in one way or another. There were so many different merchandises able to be purchase from the event it does show how people will buy anything. 

[bookmark: _Int_eWyY8NiV][bookmark: _Int_GGzYIOeU]The royal wedding tried hard to be able to be considered a green environmentally friendly wedding with examples such as ‘Wedding invitations for the couple’s 1,500 guests printed on recycled paper; scaffolding and media stands constructed of FSC-certified wood; seasonal and sustainably grown food and flowers (also supposedly local, from around the British Isles); and some of the power consumed was from renewable sources’ (Rainharvest (2011) this is considered a massive win for the environmentally friendly people knowing how much pollution and litter this massive occasion will cause the country but, knowing that Prince William’s father is a very big environmentalist it is no surprise that the couple would want to appear environmentally conscience on their big day. However, ‘the wedding produced nearly 7,000 tons of carbon dioxide (CO2)’ (Rainharvest (2011) due to the fact that thousands of people were in attendance for this occasion and the amount of transporting that was happening around Central London on the day including tubes and buses and the wedding transport. The amount of carbon dioxide produced on that single day is more than ‘10 times the amount of greenhouse gases the Buckingham Palace produces for in a whole year and 1,230 times the annual emissions of the average UK household.’ (Rainharvest (2011) which does not add up to what the royal family put in place for the event to be environmentally friendly even with the comments that were made by the royal family organisation “Clarence House and St James Palace always strive to minimize their carbon emissions and make any event as environmentally friendly as possible. The royal wedding is no exception.” (Sustainablebusiness (2011) with the amount of carbon dioxide that was produced the statements make no different showing how bad the environment was affected by one massive event. The wedding itself had many environmentally friendly aspects as it was ‘rumoured that Kate will wear a Fair-Trade wedding ring. 
And guests are being asked to donate to charity instead of buying wedding gifts.’ (Sustainablebusiness (2011) 

[bookmark: _Int_1dJdKrST]The legacy of the wedding of William and Kate wedding has been carried on for many years when it was announced the Harry and Megan were to be wed every article written about the wedding linked into Willam and Kate wedding. The wedding itself is known as the wedding of the century ‘by the time of Harry and his cousin Princess Eugenie’s weddings in 2018, a televised royal wedding seemed like the only natural option. But it was only the media explosion surrounding William and Kate that made that possible.’ (Vanderhoff, E (2021) this is why every other royal wedding is compared to Willam and Kate’s as it was highly publicised by every television media that is available in the world. In 2013 a piece of wedding cake from the massive event was sold for £6,000 even two years on from the event and it is still considered a massive win for the royal family. ‘The cake comes in a cream and gilt commemorative tin designed by Peter Windett and Sally Mangum. Slices were originally given to guests as a special souvenir.’ (Britain Magazine (2013) compared to other royal wedding cakes sold Willam and Kate’s is the highest as even Charles and Diana’s wedding cake only sold for £4,600 meaning that there was a £1,400 difference between prices. After the wedding Kate Middleton’s popularity went through the roof including that she ‘wore a dark blue wrap dress from the London brand Issa, and within 24 hours the dress had sold out on MatchesFashion.com and in British department stores. A similar phenomenon continued with her subsequent outfits, and by early 2012, tabloids and fashion commentators were referring to it as the “Kate effect.” (Vanderhoff, E (2021) making her a celebrity in her own right from one event, even Kate’s sister Pippa became an overnight celebrity from the wedding ‘Her “derrière” eventually became one of the main talking points in news coverage the next day. Parody Twitter accounts and Facebook groups sprung up, plastic surgeons tried to capitalize by naming a procedure after her,’ (Vanderhoff, E (2021) the legacy of this event has included making the family of the Middletons one of the most influenacy families outside of the royal family in the UK. Many news articles were produced on the 10-year anniversary of the wedding still making it a highly talking about royal family event, plus there were many street parties to celebrate the 10-year anniversary of the Prince and Princess of Wales.  
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