
Lecture 7: Apocalyptic Literature Worksheet

Definition of terms

1) Apocalypse- An event of destruction and damage on a catastrophic scale which is explored in detail in the Book of Revelation.
2) Eschatology- The theology that highlights aspects to do with death, Judgement and the final destiny of both the soul and humankind.
3) Divine messenger- A messenger who is sent by God to Earth, typically associated with angels.
4) Book of Daniel- The account of both the activities and visions of Daniel, who was a Jew exiled to Babylon. 

Task One: 
Please read, Anathea Portier-Young, “Jewish Apocalypse Literature as Resistance Literature” in The Oxford Handbook of Apocalypticism (ed. John J. Collins; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014) Note that the link to the Handbook is on Moodle under Week 2. 
If you have any reflections on the article, please share them here:
Some aspects I found quite interesting within this article was the way in which the author explored this form of resistance of the time, where it is evident that she highlights how this resistance emerges in and responds to domination and hegemony. This is interesting in how she states this type of resistance was needed due to the events of the time, but rather than physical/ violent resistance, the Book of Daniel aims for a more religious resistance. In this sense, it was through keeping faith and retaining their Jewish identity and religious practices through prayer and worship was the goal to being faithful to their laws and, in this way, also resistant to the laws enforced onto the Jewish people under the rule of the empire. 
Another aspect I found in particular to be interesting was this vast difference of resistance between Daniel and Enoch, which the author also explores. With this, in particular was the symbolism used for the way Enoch explored active resistance through potentially Judas Maccabeus, where it is depicted of him as a ram, with followers being depicted as ‘lambs with horns’ which I found to be very significant for this use of active resistance against the Romans. Daniel on the other hand used the ways of remaining religious and refusing to change their beliefs and practices as a form of resistance, where most of those who were enslaved or imprisoned were subsequently also murdered. These were hailed as martyrs for this, with retaining strict beliefs but this did also cause an increase in persecution due to this. Overall, I found the article to have included key points of resistance that was evident throughout this time, especially of what can be explored within the Book of Daniel and even of accounts within 1 and 2 Maccabees.

Task Two: 
Please watch Prof. Christine Hayes, “Visions of the End: Daniel and Apocalyptic Literature”, YaleCourses published 3 Dec. 2012 (note that the part of the lecture I want you to focus on starts 23 minutes in) and answer the following questions:
Website Link: https://censamm.org/resources/online-resources/biblical-early-christianity-and-early-judaism/overviews-of-apocalypticism-in-early-judaism-and-early-christianity

a) What are the main features of Apocalyptic literature?

· Most writings are pseudonymous- they are however attributed to important figures of the past, such as Enoch and Abraham.
· Revelation is usually by a heavenly figure/ messenger- an Angel who appears in a vision or a dream who holds a highly symbolic image.
· Bizarre symbolism- usually images of beasts and monsters- they depict foreign nations.
· Visions tend to be chronological- past, present, and future events are recalled/ stated in a coded format which requires interpretation. This symbolic code is usually given by the divine messenger and is also in code. 
· Usually depicts a series of catastrophes- signs of the coming of the end, the final point of history that has been laid out. 
· Morally dualistic- humankind is divided between the Righteous (good) which is usually a minority group and the Wicked (bad) which is usually a vast majority. Later apocalyptic writings also show this duality- can be seen in Persian writings with themes such as light vs dark, good vs evil etc.
· God appears in the literature as an enthroned King- He brings all of history to a crashing end, which demonstrates his sovereignty. God also confounds the wicked and establishes His role. It also incorporates mythological motifs where there is a battle between God and primordial chaotic elements.
· There is always a depiction of Judgement- which is followed either with everlasting life or eternal punishment. This however is not seen in Hebrew literature until the Book of Daniel, however is largely evident within the Dead Sea Scrolls, with themes of resurrection of the dead and immortality are prevalent.
· Apocalyptic writers examined the world they lived in and drew upon it on the conclusions of reward and punishment and the afterlife. With this however, the concern previously was largely with morality of this life and not immortality of the next life. 
· The literature is of hope and despair- where this world holds no promise for the righteous. There is this sense of optimism also, in the hope that God will intervene in human history and set everything right. This hope is placed in the future of these texts.
· The most important is how these texts constitutes a response to crises in Israel’s history.

b) In addition to the lecture and any other research you come across, what is the main significance of the fourth beast in the Book of Daniel’s vision in Chapters 7-12? For those who have not read these parts of the Hebrew Bible before, here is a link to the NRSV online version: https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+7-12&version=NRSV
The main significance of the fourth beast in the Book of Daniel’s vision is this understanding of the four beasts being depicted as the four kingdoms that ruled over Israel- of which are all depicted as four beasts. These are a lion, a bear, a leopard and finally an ogre. Prof. Hayes comments on this final beast and exploring its significance. With this, it is evident where the beast is explained as wanting to destroy the Jewish religion which could symbolize the Seleucid Kings, in particular Antiochus Epiphanes, who sought to destroy anything Jewish through persecution and even placing an altar to Zeus in the sacred Temple in Jerusalem. She describes how this beast bears horns on its head, two of which are used to depict Ptolemaic Egypt and Seleucid Syria, where Israel is under constant strain between the two. Where the centre of the beast is a third horn, this she explores is that of Antiochus. With this, the significance of the fourth beast is largely relevant for the way in which Judaism was being constantly attacked and enforced under foreign rule across this time period, where this beast is crucial for this understanding of how the Jewish people were being forced into different beliefs but many retained their faith, even when under persecution by doing this.

c) Are there any apocalyptic images/sculptures of Daniel’s visions that you can find, which you find particularly striking?
 
[image: ]I found this image, by Luigi Sabatelli from 1809, in particular of Daniel’s vision of the four beasts where this image depicts clearly the four beasts with what I have assumed to be Daniel turning away from them, with a protective body language showing potentially the way in which he viewed these four beasts as threats towards not only himself as Jewish but to also his religion. This image was striking in particular with the inclusion of the hands of God, which can be seen as judgement, of choosing the beasts in turn and taking them- signifying the end of each empire that is represented by each beast.


For a later example of apocalyptic imagery in the New Testament, the Book of Revelation (around 90 CE), you can listen to listen to BBC Radio 4 In Our Time Religion: The Apocalypse, which provides great discussion and interaction between the guests (easy listen too!) Link is on Moodle  
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Daniel’s vision of the four beasts emerging from the sea (from L to R): 1. Lion with eagle’s wings 2. Three-fanged

bear 3. Four-winged leopard 4. A ten-horned beast with iron teeth“different than any other.” Hands from heaven





