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Abstract
[bookmark: _Int_er3KoRqC][bookmark: _Int_Dkm9VYWe]This dissertation aimed to conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of drug consumption rooms in the Dyfed Powys Area. In order to achieve this the dissertation begins with an analysis of the success rates of drug operations which had been carried out in the United Kingdom. This then followed with an identification of the success rates of drug consumption rooms worldwide. A questionnaire was conducted to evaluate the public’s perception and opinions of drug consumption rooms within the Carmarthenshire area, which was distributed through the use of Facebook. The results found that a large number of participants were against the idea of having a drug consumption room within Carmarthenshire. The majority of participants were not aware of the purpose of drug consumption rooms.
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1. [bookmark: _Toc331956306]Chapter One: Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc1327357875]1.1 Background on drugs worldwide
Drug consumption has been a prolonged issue worldwide. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2022) identified that worldwide, there was an estimate of 284 million people who had consumed drugs in 2020. This strongly shows that drugs are a significant issue throughout the whole world. The Penal reform International (2022) identified that in 2022 a total of 2.2 million people has been incarcerated due to drug crimes. However, Harm Reduction International (2021, pp.3) identified that there was a total of 11 million people incarcerated due to drug offences. This suggests that it has decreased significantly within a year. However, both statistics show that these rates are within the millions. Therefore, this strongly shows that the drug problem is worldwide. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2019) identifies that only 1 in 7 individuals who suffer with drug disorders receive treatment each year. The World Country Review (2024) identified that the United States has the biggest drug consumption issue and Afghanistan is the country at the top of the list which has the drug production title. It has been shown (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 2023, p.5) In the United States between the year of 2021 and 2022 there had been an estimate of 70.3 million personnel who had taken drugs within those 12 months. This strongly suggests that there is a drug issue within the United States. In Afghanistan the Taliban banned drug production and sales when they took power in August 2021. However, drug trading is ‘booming’ under the rules of the Taliban (Stone, 2022).  
 
[bookmark: _Toc824988971]1.2 Drug problems in UK
Within the United Kingdom there is an estimate of 3.1 million people between the ages of 16 and 59 who had consumed drugs between April 2022 and March 2023 ((b) Office for National Statistics, 2023). On the 30th of September 2023 there were a total of 11,944 offenders incarcerated due to drug related offences (HM prison and Probation Service, 2023). In 2022, 15% of males and 9% of females in prisons had committed drug related offences (Prison Reform Trust, 2023). This strongly suggests that drug related offences are mostly committed by males. There were 275,896 adults who had been in contact with drug and alcohol services between April 2020 and March 2021, in England (Office for Health Improvements and Disparities, 2021). It has been reported that a total of 4,907 drug poisoning deaths occurred within the UK in England and Wales in the year 2022. This strongly shows that drugs are an issue within the UK ((a) Office for National Statistics, 2023). This strongly suggests that there is a significant drug issue in England and Wales. However, as identified above there is a bigger drug issue within the United States and Afghanistan. However, the UK is significantly smaller than both the United States and Afghanistan. The United States has a population of 339,665,118 (Central intelligence Agency, 2023). This is a comparison to the population of the UK, being an estimate of 67.0 million in mid-year of 2021 (Office for National Statistics, 2022). This strongly shows that there is a significant difference in population of both countries. To attempt to tackle these crimes there have been multiple drug operations being carried out over the years to tackle drug crimes.  
 


[bookmark: _Toc1014389820]1.3 What are drug crimes?  
There are multiple actions which would be considered as a drug offence. The Crown prosecution service (2022) identifies that if a person is in possession, selling, producing and importing and transporting drugs they are breaking the law. There is a piece of legislation in place called The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 which guides the authorities on whether someone has carried out a drug offence (Misuse of Drugs Act 1971). Within this legislation it identifies what drugs are in what classification. Class A drugs are the most dangerous drugs, which are cocaine, heroin, LSD, magic mushrooms and crystal meth. Class B drugs are ones such as codeine, ketamine, cannabis and spice. Class C drugs are anabolic steroids, minor tranquillisers, GHB and Khat (Sentencing Council, 2024).  

The goal of a drug operation is to find and convict as many drug suppliers as possible, users, producers and traffickers to reduce drugs within a community. Drug operations are firstly kept as confidential information until a successful outcome from one of the drug raids is made to public knowledge. Drug operations have been used for many years within police forces throughout the UK. therefore, this suggests that  
[bookmark: _Int_ZddzbPjX]This suggests that drug operations are fairly old and are continuing to be used in the method of policing in modern day. The fact that drug operations are still being used today may suggest that drug operations are proving to be successful in tackling the drug issue.   
 
[bookmark: _Toc1336643007]1.4 What are drug consumption rooms? 
In overseas countries there are facilities which are called drug consumption rooms. The (a) European Monitoring centre for drugs and drug addiction (2023) Identifies that drug consumption rooms are fixed mobile spaces which allow drug consumers who inject drugs to use in a supervised area. Drug consumption rooms also have different names, Parkes et al. (2022) identifies these as safe injecting sites/ centres, supervised injecting facilities and overdose prevention sites/ centres. Within these drug consumption rooms, Drug wise (2023) identified that the drug consumers will have facilities such as the drug Naloxone, defibrillators and oxygen.  
As of 2022, there are over 100 drug consumption rooms being used worldwide. These are in France, Germany, Australia, USA and so many more. ((a)European Monitoring centre for drugs and drug addiction, 2023). Drug Consumption rooms have been used worldwide since the 1980s all the way through to this day (Guise et al., 2023, p.1). 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1461393994]1.5 Dyfed Powys Police drug consumption rooms idea? 
[bookmark: _Int_QcMKf9MK]In Wales there are 4 police forces. They are North Wales Police, South Wales Police, Gwent Police and Dyfed Powys Police. The Dyfed Powys Police and Crime commissioner (2019) has proposed to observe the impact of drug consumption rooms within the police force area. However, they are to review the potential impact that these drug consumption rooms could have on the communities within this force area. There are no other police forces in the UK which have drug consumption rooms. The UK Government was asked whether they liked the idea of drug consumption rooms. The response that was provided was no. They disagreed with the use of drug consumption rooms due to having concerns about the potential of said rooms and they believed that they would draw people into taking drugs and would encourage drug supplying to continue, instead of rehabilitating current drug users and offenders (Home Office, 2023) However, it has been identified that in recent months the Scottish government has supported, agreed and provided funding to open a drug consumption room in Glasgow as they believe it would tackle the country’s drug death crisis (Cook, 2023). This suggests that the Scottish government has decided to trial it out to see the effects this drug consumption room has on the drug rates. This also strongly shows that the Scottish government has identified the big drug death crisis within their country. This may imply that the English, Welsh and Irish government may decide to do the same in the near future. There is not any research to suggest this. However, it has been found that the chairman of the Senedd’s cross-party addiction group has said that Wales should follow suit with Scotland, and that he believes the war on drugs approach is not working effectively to tackle the drugs issue (Evans, 2024). 
   
[bookmark: _Toc486513038]1.6 Research focus 
[bookmark: _Int_YfJtjDs0][bookmark: _Int_tHOoqSh1]The research which has been identified previously clearly shows that there is a big drug issue within the UK although it is significantly less than the United States and Afghanistan. Something needs to be done to tackle this issue. Dyfed Powys Police post on social media any successful drug operations that they have carried out. However, there is not much mentioned on other police forces social media or media in general about how successful their drug operations have been. The idea of the drug consumption rooms sounds a little off-putting for members of the public who have not researched or know anything about them, however, there is not much mention about these drug consumption rooms. There has been news coverage recently in regard to the approved drug consumption room which will be based in Glasgow, Scotland. However, this is not enough advertisement. There is no advertisement on how successful drug consumption rooms are in other countries. What is these drug consumption rooms successful in doing? Are they successful in reducing drug crimes, drug rehabilitation? These are all questions that are being asked from the population. There is not enough research being advertised for these rooms to obtain the attention that they would possibly be needing. However, it has been identified by Yougov (2022) that 55% of Brits support the establishment of supervised injection facilities 21% are unsure about them and 25% do not agree with them. Therefore, this suggests that a large number of the population are aware of what drug consumption rooms are and what their purposes are. There is no data to identify what percentage of the population are aware or unaware of drug consumption rooms and what their purpose is.  
  
[bookmark: _Toc816366875]1.7 Overall Aim and objectives 
The aim of this research project is to identify the public’s opinion on how the police are tackling drug crimes. To achieve this this project will look at 3 objectives. These objectives are: 
 
· Assess the success rates of drug operations in the UK  
· Identify the success rates of Drug consumption rooms worldwide 
· Evaluate the public’s perception and opinions of the proposed drug consumption rooms within the Carmarthenshire area 
 
The evaluation of the public’s perception of the drug consumption room which is proposed within the Carmarthenshire area will be conducted as primary research. Therefore, the data and statistics that will be collected will be from the researchers' efforts.

[bookmark: _Toc387814191]1.8 Ethics 
For this research to be carried out an ethical form had been filled out and approved by the University’s research ethics committee. Due to the use of voluntary participation from the public, the distribution of questionnaire will be sent out via social media platforms such as Facebook and Instagram.  
      
[bookmark: _Toc1301106226]1.9 Research methods and timescale 
To conduct this research there will be an in-depth review of current literature on the success rates of drug operations in the UK and the identification of the success rates of drug consumption rooms worldwide. Then there will be an evaluation of primary research which will be collected and analysed through the researcher. The use of a questionnaire will be used to collect the primary research which will be collected from members of the public within the Carmarthenshire area. This data will be an evaluation of the public’s perception of the proposed drug consumption rooms within the Carmarthenshire area. The secondary research will be collected from journal articles, organisational websites and e-books. …. Identified that the use of academic journals is better/worse to use within research.  
 
 
	Dissertation chapter 
	Duration (in weeks) 
	Calendar month 

	Chapter 1- Introduction 
	2 weeks 
	July 

	Chapter 2- Literature review 
	3-4 weeks 
	August 

	Chapter 3- Methodology 
	2-3 weeks 
	September- October 

	Chapter 4- Findings 
	2 weeks 
	October- December 

	Chapter 5- conclusion 
	1 week 
	December- January 


 
[bookmark: _Toc896516289]1.10 Added value  
[bookmark: _Int_rRY4OF0C]This research will have some added value as this research will provide data from the general public about their thoughts and feelings about the proposed idea of drug consumption rooms within the Carmarthenshire area. This will add value as the Police and Crime commissioner of Dyfed Powys is currently lacking in the communities' thoughts and opinions on this matter. This research project will have provided data collection of the success rates of drug operations throughout England and Wales within 1 document. This project will also have the success rates of drug consumption rooms from overseas which could assist in the advantages or disadvantages of these rooms if the proposed rooms are considered.

The next chapter will provide a thorough analysis of the current literature based on the 3 objectives mentioned above.













2. [bookmark: _Toc1657767300]Chapter Two: Literature Review
[bookmark: _Toc1793624844]2.1 Introduction
This chapter will address the following two objectives.

1. Assess the success rates of drug operations in the UK  
2. Identify the success rates of Drug consumption rooms worldwide  

This chapter will also examine the public's perspective of drug consumption rooms in the United Kingdom, as well as in France, Denmark, and the United States. The objectives will be attained via the examination of secondary research, including journal articles, online books, and internet sources. In addition, the public's opinion of drug consumption rooms will be obtained via the utilisation of secondary research.  

[bookmark: _Toc460434185]2.2 Success rates of drug operations in the UK 
[bookmark: _Int_dNe7QLZe]The National Police Chiefs' Council (2022) identifies that 170 drug lines had been shut down during a period of 7 days in an intense operation to eliminate drug traffickers. This shows that this drug operation had a successful outcome. However, Catch 22 (2023) and the National Crime Agency (2019) identifies that there are approximately 1,000 branded county lines in the UK. This may suggest that the success rate of the drug trafficker's elimination operation was a significantly low rate.   

[bookmark: _Toc900506846]2.2.1 England  
In England, the House of Commons (2022, p.7) identified that there are a total of 43 Police forces in England and Wales. With 4 in Wales this means there are 39 of these forces in England. Due to the large number of forces in England this section of this chapter will only mention a few of these forces.   
West Midlands Police (2023) have carried an operation called op Advance which aims to tackle any neighbourhood crimes and local issues within the West Midlands. This operation has been successful in tackling a significant amount of drug offences within the last few days (West Midlands Police, 2023). This suggests that op advance is proven to be successful in tackling drug crimes within the West Midlands Police force area. 

Essex police conducted a drug operation which started in July 2020 and was refreshed in September 2022 and was named Operation Raptor. During this 12-month operation officers had obtained a jail sentence for a drug dealer who had links to the drug line operating in Harlow and Waltham, KASH line ((a)Essex police, 2023). It was also identified by ((b) Essex police, 2023) that within these 12 months they had solved 4,377 drug related crimes and seized an estimated 6kg of illicit drugs, £261,000 of criminal profits and secured 804 years of prison sentences. This strongly shows that Operation Raptor was a successful operation. This suggests that drug operations that Essex police are conducting are effective in tackling drug crimes. The Police and Crime Commissioner for Essex Police (2016, p.15) identified in their 2016-2020 police and crime plan that they aim to work with partner services to tackle drug related crimes. This suggests that the success of tackling drug crimes may improve in the following years.  

[bookmark: _Toc498756906]2.2.2 County lines 
[bookmark: _Int_8o6dR1Na]The National Crime Agency (2019) identified that county lines are the transportation of illegal drugs from one area to another, by the use of children or vulnerable people who are pressured into doing it by gangs, through the boundaries of local authorities. The National Police Chief’s Council (2023) identified that between April 2022 and June 2023 the Metropolitan Police, Greater Manchester Police, Merseyside Police and the West Midlands Police closed over 1,700 lines, which is 85% of the three-year target which was set in the drug strategy of 2021. This is a significantly high number in comparison to what was stated by Catch 22 (2023). However, catch 22 (2023) mentioned that their statistics were an approximate and branded county line. There is no suggestion that the Metropolitan, Greater Manchester, Merseyside and the West Midlands Police forces had closed any branded county lines. This also suggests that there is a significantly larger total of county lines in the UK.

[bookmark: _Int_JcGNpZUn]The National Police Chief’s Council (2023) also identifies that a total of 3,588 county lines were closed, and 10,209 arrests were made within this 3-year period. This strongly identifies that drug operations that are carried out are effective in closing county lines. The Home Office (2023) identified that 31kg of class A drugs were seized and 404 dangerous weapons and also agrees with the statistics that were mentioned above. This confirms that the methods used by these forces are effective in closing county lines. However, the Home Office (2023) stated that between 2021 and 2023 a total of 5,165 county lines had been shut down and 15,623 people had been arrested. This statistic shows that the number of county lines are being reduced as they are tackling significant numbers of county lines in a short period of time. Therefore, this strongly suggests that the methods used to tackle county lines are working effectively.  

[bookmark: _Int_wrrxl5JS]Kent police (2023) carried out a week of drug raids within the area in order to clamp down on drug networks within the area and the recovery of 100 grams of crack cocaine and 300 wraps of heroin, between £5,000 and £10,000 in cash and a phone which was suspected to be linked to drug suppliers was found. This shows that this drug raid was successful in what the police wanted to achieve. This raid was in an operation with the Metropolitan Police as those found were connected to big networks from London. This suggests that police forces within the UK are working in partnership with each other to tackle the county lines. 
[bookmark: _Int_bqApuqED]In October this year, Merseyside police (2023) worked with Devon and Cornwall police force to carry out a 2-day operation called Operation Medusa to tackle drugs in Plymouth. Merseyside police (2023) identified that since the introduction of Project Medusa, in 2019 around 1,101 county lines have been closed down, 50 arrests and the seizure of heroin, cannabis and suspected LSD were carried out. This strongly shows that Project Medusa is effective in tackling county lines within the force area.    

[bookmark: _Toc2089186701]2.2.3 Wales 
There are 4 Police Forces that work within Wales. These are Dyfed Powys Police, South Wales Police, Gwent Police and North Wales Police. Each force covers a Large geographical area with significant numbers of Population. Dyfed Powys Police (2024) cover over 1 million hectares of agricultural land, more than 350 miles of coastline, and a population of 515,000 people. South Wales Police (2024) cover 812 square miles, 1.3 million people. Gwent police (2024) cover 600 square miles and North Wales Police and Crime Commissioner (2023, p.3) cover 6,300 square kilometres and a population of 700,000. This shows that Welsh police forces have either a large geographical area to cover or a large population to police. This section will observe successful drug operations and searches that have happened within each of these force areas.  

[bookmark: _Toc416550756]2.2.4 South Wales Police 
[bookmark: _Int_KjPLnKQd]South Wales Police (2023b) conducted a drug operation called Operation Talon which took place in Cardiff over the course of 8 months, to conduct a huge crackdown on Class A drugs. This drug operation saw 54 dealer arrests and over 165.5 years' worth of sentences and £53,000 in cash and 125 mobile phones. This shows that this operation was a success. However, in comparison to the total, of project medusa, operation raptor and operation advanced, the number of drug traffickers and offenders being taken off the streets from this operation is significantly less that the other operations which were mentioned above. Therefore, this suggests that operation Talon is not as effective as they would like it to be. However, the population of Cardiff is significantly lower than the population of all 3 locations, Plymouth, Essex, West Midlands and Merseyside. Another instance where South Wales Police (2023a) carried out a drugs raid was successful in retrieving £33,000 and significant amounts of Crack and Heroin from 6 different properties in the area of Cardiff.  

[bookmark: _Toc275222420]2.2.5 North Wales Police  
North Wales Police (2023a) carried out a drug operation called Operation Lardy. Operation Lardy is an operation which was carried out over 3 days in Wrexham. The operation successfully led to 20 arrests and seizure of drugs. This suggests that this is a success for North Wales Police. However, in comparison to Cardiff this was a significantly low success rate. This suggests that this is significantly low due to the population of Cardiff being significantly higher than the population of Wrexham. (b) North Wales Police (2023) were also working alongside Merseyside police during Operation Medusa, which occurred in Flintshire.   

[bookmark: _Toc518839329]2.2.6 Dyfed Powys Police   
[bookmark: _Int_t0zxXq6O]Dyfed Powys Police (2023) conducted a search at a farm in west Carmarthenshire which led them to find 592g of cocaine, 1.4kg of cannabis, £17,190 in cash and a semi-automatic pistol. This shows that Dyfed Powys Police have had a successful outcome. These perpetrators were a family who lived on a farm which were intending on supplying class A drugs, cocaine, and a male from Swansea was linked and intended on supplying class B drug, cannabis, to sub dealers within the area of Pembrokeshire, Carmarthenshire and some areas of Swansea. This strongly shows that drugs can be transported to any part of the world with ease. This also suggests that drugs are an issue within Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire and also Swansea. 
[bookmark: _Int_W1Jr3wyW]Gwent police seem to be fairly private when it comes to the results of their drug related cases. Therefore, there is no telling whether they are as successful as the other 3 police forces in Wales.   

[bookmark: _Toc359525164]2.3 Drug consumption rooms worldwide and their success rates 
[bookmark: _Toc592672596]2.3.1 Background  
[bookmark: _Int_DFI50coT][bookmark: _Int_jt6ZEair]In the last two decades, some nations such as Switzerland, Germany, Spain, Norway, Australia, and Canada have implemented drug consumption rooms in order to minimise damage and mitigate the risk of overdosing resulting from improper drug use (Roque Camacho, 2022). Hedrich et al (2010) defines drug consumption rooms as supervised healthcare facilities where drug users may consume drugs under safer and more sanitary settings. Scientific data increasingly demonstrates that drug consuming rooms effectively enhance wellness and decrease overdose fatalities among consumers using these establishments (Bravo et al., 2009). Individuals who engage in drug usage often engage in risky practices such as unsanitary and improper injection methods, which may result in both physical harm and infection (Ebright & Pieper, 2002). Individuals who engage in drug use are at a substantially increased risk of experiencing both short-term and long-term diseases, and they have a considerably elevated incidence of sickness and death compared to the general population (Ebright, and Pieper., 2002).  
   
[bookmark: _Toc915076866]2.3.2 Denmark  
The incidence of drug-related fatalities due to overdose and intoxication has risen in Denmark over the past ten years. In response, harm-reducing measures such as opioid substitution treatment and needle exchange programmes have been introduced. However, there has been widespread opposition from politicians and health authorities towards the establishment of drug consumption rooms (Ministry of the Interior and Health, 2010). The issue of drug consumption rooms has been a topic of discussion in Denmark since the early 1990s, after a significant rise in drug-related fatalities that continue to be at elevated levels (Tham, H., 2021). Although an expert council recommended the implementation of drug consumption rooms in 1998, subsequent administrations consistently rejected the concept (Houborg, and Jauffret-Roustide., 2022).  
  
[bookmark: _Int_2YpOPbYq]In 2011, Danish non-governmental organisations (NGOs) engaged in civil disobedience by purchasing two ambulances and establishing the first mobile drug consumption facilities. These facilities were staffed by volunteer nurses and physicians who provided their professional services until the legislation was modified (Ege, 2012). In 2012, Denmark enacted legislation that permits towns to build Drug Consumption Rooms (DCRs), in line with worldwide practices. The political decision was motivated by three main factors: firstly, to decrease the mortality rate caused by drug overdose; secondly, to enhance the living conditions of drug users by establishing connections with healthcare facilities, drug treatment centres, and social services; and thirdly, to mitigate the inconvenience caused by public drug consumption in neighbouring communities (Kappel., et al., 2016). Subsequent to this pivotal ruling, three major urban centres in Denmark have implemented Drug Consumption Rooms (DCRs). According to the Ministry of Health and Prevention (2015), there are approximately 3564 individuals who engage in drug use and are registered as customers of Danish drug consumption rooms.  
  
Unfortunately, there is no research on the effectiveness of these drug consumption rooms and if they are successful in reducing drug related crime in Denmark. In contrast, the legislation, Consolidated Euphoriant Substances Act 2008, in Denmark laws identifies that being in possession, the import and export, sale, purchase, delivery, receipt, production and processing of drugs is a criminal offence. However, this legislation does not state that the use of drugs is a criminal offence (European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction, 2017). Therefore, this may suggest why there is no data on the effectiveness of drug consumption rooms in tackling drug crime.  
  
According to Kappel, et al. (2016a) Drug users who used these facilities reported feeling a sense of social inclusion when inside the drug consumption rooms. The staff members exhibited a friendly and impartial demeanour, and the majority of clients expressed contentment with the facilities (Kappel, et al., 2016a). The research collected by Bancroft and Houborg (2020) identifies that the public of Copenhagen, Denmark, has a positive attitude towards drug Consumption rooms within the city. Furthermore, the perception of drug users in Denmark also believes it is extremely beneficial for them to utilise drug consumption facilities, particularly for their health and well-being.  
  
[bookmark: _Toc1044625730]2.3.3 France  
In France, the discussion around drug consumption rooms started in 2010 when harm-reduction advocates, local politicians, and drug user activist organisations created coalitions supporting safer environments for people who inject drugs as a public issue (Jauffret-Roustide, and Cailbault., 2018). In the same year, the French National Institutes of Health and Medical Research released an expert consensus study emphasising the advantages of drug consumption rooms and suggesting that the government should provide funding for evaluating their effectiveness in France (Houborg, and Jauffret-Roustide., 2022). However, the French Prime Minister, belonging to the right-conservative party, declined to enforce DCRs, asserting that they are neither beneficial nor preferable (Houborg, and Jauffret-Roustide., 2022). 

Nevertheless, having complied with both national and municipal legislation, in 2016 the French government consented to the creation of drug consumption rooms. However, they specified that these rooms would be implemented as a 6-year trial in just two cities: Paris and Strasbourg (Jauffret-Roustide and Cailbault, 2018). The French government's choice to classify this as an experiment rather than a permanent policy reflects their two-fold objectives at a national level: to safeguard individuals who inject drugs while simultaneously avoiding any perception of endorsing the decriminalisation of drug use (Jauffret-Roustide, et al., 2013).  
Research conducted by Chappuy et al., (2023), identified that in France out of 193 participants who were drug consumers 64.2% of those stated that they would use a drug consumption room, 30.6% would not use them and 5.2% had no opinion on them. This strongly shows that a large number of drug consumers would utilise these rooms. Similarly, to Denmark public perception research, there is no research displaying the French public's perception on drug consumption rooms. However as previously mentioned there is research covering the perception of French drug users with a large population of them agreeing to utilise these facilities.  
  
Drug consumption rooms in France have been identified as a harm reduction service. Research collected by Roux et al., (2022) identified that the use of drug consumption rooms has reduced the number of visits to emergency departments. This suggests that drug consumption rooms have been effective in reducing drug overdoses in France. They have also identified that drug consumption rooms have had a positive effect on abscesses. Furthermore, this strongly suggests that drug consumption rooms are effective in maintaining the health of the individuals who consume drugs through utilising injections.  
  
Houborg and Jauffret-Roustide (2022) discovered that the general population endorsed the notion that the establishment of drug consumption rooms served as a means to communalize the handling of hazards, hence enhancing the health and welfare of those engaged in drug injection, as well as the everyday experiences of local residents. Interviews conducted with members of the public indicated that the introduction of drug consumption rooms in a residential area not only provided protection for people, but also increased their perception of safety in the neighbourhood. The presence of harm-reduction providers in the drug consumption rooms in the vicinity provided a sense of security to the public, as they could easily contact them in case of any issues with drug users in their area (Houborg and Jauffret-Roustide, 2022). Moreover, the establishment of a secure environment for consumers is also seen as advantageous for locals since it reduces instances of public injection practices and the quantity of needles disposed of in the streets (Kinnard, et al., 2014).  
  
[bookmark: _Toc892201949]2.3.4 America   
In the last 6 years the number of drug related deaths in America have increased. The commonwealth fund (2023) identified that in 2016 a total of 46,893 overdose related deaths had been recorded and in 2022 a total of 79,117 overdose related deaths had been recorded. This shows a significant increase in the drug related death rates in America. As stated by the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (2023), the use of drug consumption rooms reduces the number of drug overdoses, therefore, introducing this facility to Americans who have seen an increase in drug deaths would benefit them substantially. It has been found by Cook and Worcman (2019) that although there are a broad range of services on offer in America which are designated to drug users there is still a challenge to get access to treatment.   
In 2021, New York City established the first officially acknowledged safe injection facility in the United States, while Rhode Island became the first state to provide authorization for such facilities during the same year (Johnson, 2023). Plante (2022) identified that in August 2022 the New York safe injection facility intervened in 390 overdoses. This shows that safe injection sites are effective in preventing overdoses, which demonstrates that drug consumption rooms ensure the safety of their clients come first.

As stated by Johnson (2023), drug consumption rooms have been under consideration by many states, including Colorado, Nevada, and New Mexico. The governors of California and Vermont used their veto power to reject proposals that would have allowed for the establishment of safe injection sites. Furthermore, Pennsylvania's Senate voted in favour of a ban on such sites (Johnson, 2023). Unfortunately, there is a lack of study that presents the American public's view of drug consumption rooms. Furthermore, there is a lack of study about the perspective of American drug users on drug consumption rooms. Furthermore, the lack of study on American drug consumption rooms may be attributed to their recent introduction only three years ago.  However, Brandon Del Pozo identified that there was no increase in crime and disorder within the area of an overdose prevention site (Szalavitz, 2023). Therefore, this demonstrates that drug prevention sites do not increase or decrease crime. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1838482458]2.3.5 UK 
Richard Lewis, the Chief Constable for Dyfed Powys Police visited Middlesborough in relation to tackling drugs. There was previously a Foundation, called Foundation, where they would use as a drug consumption room to rehabilitate drug users. This room would provide addicts which medicated heroin instead of street heroin which saw a dramatic results with drug users stop taking street heroin, reduced them in committing crime to be able to afford drugs, and had an impact on the community. However, Cleveland police stopped funding for this service due to it being an expensive method of rehabilitation. Although this facility had proven to be effective with successful rates, the founder who wanted it to continue could not persuade the force to continue funding the facility. This made Richard Lewis rethink about the current strategy in place to tackle drugs within the Dyfed Powys Police area (Pennod 2’, 2023). Therefore, despite the service delivering successful outcomes, the force deemed these outcomes insufficiently beneficial compared to the cost. Consequently, the facility had to be closed due to a lack of funding.  
  
Holland et al. (2022) believe that decriminalising drugs and identifying drug consumption as a public health matter would be the best way to dealing with drug issues within the Uk. This suggests that multiple professionals within the medical and health departments believe that drug consumption should be identified as a medical condition as opposed to an act of crime.  
  
[bookmark: _Toc954474697]2.3.6 Public Opinion UK  
According to Parkes, et al. (2022) family members exhibited diverse degrees of comprehension about the presence, purpose, and operation of drug use rooms. Although there were reservations about the effectiveness of drug consumption rooms in completely stopping drug use, all participants supported the installation of these facilities. They believed that drug consumption rooms may significantly minimise damage, such as saving lives, and also assist in future recovery from drug addiction (Parkes, et al., 2022). Family members saw drug consumption rooms as secure spaces and emphasised its potential to reduce the persistent concern they had over the potential damage to their loved ones. Family members highlighted the difficulty of dealing with the negative perception and discrimination linked to drug use. They held the belief that the implementation of drug consumption rooms would effectively diminish social disapproval and serve as an indication that those who engage in drug use are entitled to protection and support (Sumnall, et al., 2020).  it has been identified that 75% of Scotland’s drug consumers would use drug consumption rooms (Trayner et al. (2021).  















3. [bookmark: _Toc324274640]Chapter Three: Methodology
[bookmark: _Toc1273727903]3.1 Introduction 
In order for the research to be conducted properly there are a few things that need to be considered during the process of data collection and analysis. Research is defined by Hampshire College (2022) as a systematic enquiry which consists of collection of data, documenting important information, and analysis of the information. There are different research guidelines that can be followed when conducting research. However, the researcher will be following the guidance of Saunders research onion to collect and analyse their data.  

[bookmark: _Toc1834943532]3.2 Data collection
[bookmark: _Toc640265234]3.2.1 The Research Onion  
Data collection for this research will be done with the guidance of Saunders’ research onion. Mardina (2020, p. 1202) identified that the research onion is a guidance diagram for those conducting research to produce a design for their method of data collection. Dissanayake (2023, p. 7) identifies that there are six layers to Saunders research onion.   
 
[bookmark: _Toc1372928394]3.2.2 Philosophies 
The first layer of Saunders’ research onion is the research philosophies that will be used during the process of collecting data. Saunders et al. (2019, p. 130) book shows that there are four different philosophies that can be used in a research project. These philosophies are  
· Positivism 
· Realism 
· Pragmatism 
· Interpretivism 
 
Kong and Artino (2020, p.690) suggests that Positivism philosophy uses experimental methodology to gather information in regard to what is being studied. It has been identified (Nyein, et al. 2020) that one of the most popular forms of positivist research is meta-analysis which is seen to draw on the statistical effect from multiple samples. Therefore, this philosophy is not suited for the research within this research projects 
 
Realism philosophy is suggested (Eastwood et al., 2018) to be when the researcher aims to find the explanation and cause of the topic in question. Therefore, this suggests that the researcher investigates an existing theory. It has been identified by the Stanford encyclopaedia of philosophy (2023) that One of the most dominant forms of realism research is scientific realism. Realism research (Olsen, 2009) is often used when action research is carried out and analysed. This suggests that realism is best used in research which conducts any experimental research or action-based research. Therefore, this philosophy is not suited for the research within this research projects.  
 
Pragmatism philosophy (Kelly and Cordeiro, 2020) is based on the focus of real-world issues through a practical understanding. It has been identified by Kaushik and Walsh (2019) that this method of research can be influenced by the researchers' beliefs and cause the researchers method to be solemnly based around their beliefs. Foster (2022) identifies that if the pragmatist approach is used then the research does not solve a problem however it overlooks the problem. Therefore, these suggest that pragmatism is more suited to a research project which has a researcher who is a strong believer of the title of their research project, who may overlook the issue more than solve the issue. Therefore, this philosophy is not suited for the research within this research projects 
 
For this research project the researcher will be using the interpretivism philosophy. It has been identified (Ryan, 2018) that Interpretivism philosophy is research which is based on people’s experiences. The results collected will be from members of the public in which they will have their own experiences and opinions. Ryan (2018) also identifies that the developer of interpretivism philosophy, Giambattista Vico, believes that social experiences and social organisations are the key to finding out the correct data which provides the truth. The questions which will be asked will be based on personal experience and their opinions on the introduction of the drug consumption rooms.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc678030612]3.2.3 Approaches  
The second layer of Saunders’ research onion are two types of approaches. These are inductive and deductive. The University of Warwick (2016) states that the Inductive approach is where the researcher would come to a conclusion based on observation of data collected or facts. The deductive approach is identified (Woiceshyn and Daellenbach, 2018) to begin with a theory then focusing on a specific area of the theory, testing the specific area of the theory then returning to the original theory. This would mean moving from the general idea of the theory to a particular area of the theory. However, (Woiceshyn and Daellenbach, 2018) Identify that psychologist and cognitive- scientists have come to an agreement that the deductive approach does not identify how people really feel and what they really think.  
 
It is stated by (Woiceshyn and Daellenbach, 2018) inductive approach is moving from the particular area of a theory to the general theory. This would mean generalising the research instead of focusing on a particular area in the theory. Inductive research is known to work better with quantitative research more than qualitative data (McFarland et al., 2018).  
 
The researcher will take the deductive approach when conducting their research.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc265731610]3.2.4 Strategies and Choices 
The strategy layer of the research onion identifies that there are seven different strategies that could be used during a research project. These are:  
 
· Experiment: Bell (2009) identifies experimental research as a process which is carried out by conducting objective research in a controlled environment to ensure correct results are collected. 
  
· Case study: Priya (2021) identifies case studies as research which investigates facts to determine whether they are factually correct. 
  
· Action research: Iowa State University (2023) identifies that action research is research which tackles real world problems in collaborative, participatory and cyclical ways which is aimed to produce knowledge and action.  
 
· Grounded theory: grounded theory is identified as the general method of analysis and procedures to generate a theory which is found in data (Tarozzi, 2020, p.3).  
 
· Ethnography: Moisander et al. (2020, p.7) identifies ethnography research as where the researcher conducts research during carrying out the daily- life of those being researched in a specific setting.  
 
· Archival research: Archival research is based on utilising historical pieces of research and is useful for strategy research in investigations for the context of history and for developing and testing theories (Argyres et al., 2020).  
 
· Survey: the survey strategy is identified to be the most common to be used by researchers, is considered a positivistic methodology and comes in 2 different ways: descriptive surveys or analytical surveys (Al-Ababneh, 2020).  
 
The researcher will use surveys/questionnaires to collect data for their research. Bartram (2023, p.1) identifies that questionnaires are effective in collecting large numbers of data, they allow you to collect data in a short period of time, they allow the researcher to produce statistical data and allow the data collected to be analysed down to specific areas such as age categories and they definitely produce statistical data. This strongly suggests that the use of questionnaires will benefit the researcher to collect the data that will be required for their research. However, Fairclough and Thelwall (2022) believe that questionnaires provide bias, non-response bias and response bias. By this they mean that the participants are not representative of the target audience and the participants are providing inaccurate answers.  
The questionnaires were available digitally to be able to reach the younger generations due to the research being based on a future plan which is in place. However, this then would limit the data from some age groups due to some not having access to carry out the questionnaire. Nayak and Narayan (2019) identify that questionnaires are effective in reaching a variety of participants but also have the risk of not obtaining enough participants to complete them. However, Andrade (2020) identifies that questionnaires/surveys are only completed by those who are interested in the topic and have access to the internet. Therefore, this suggests that online surveys are not as effective as some may think. 
 
The choice layer of the research onion is the layer where you would choose how many data types will be used during the research. This layer consists of 3 options, mixed-method, mono-method and multi-method. 
Mixed method is identified as a research design which integrates qualitative and quantitative data into research (Dawadi, Shrestha and Giri, 2021). Mono-method is identified as the method which is focused on either qualitative or quantitative data (Melnikovas, 2018). Multi-method is identified as research which uses multiple methods of qualitative data or multiple methods of quantitative data during one research project (Meyer, 2020).   
Within the questionnaires provided there is a mixture of qualitative data and quantitative data questions therefore this means that the research project will be using the mixed method when data is collected.   
 
[bookmark: _Toc823189267]3.2.5 Time horizon  
This research was carried out over a short period of time. There was a set deadline to when the questionnaires would be available to be conducted. In this case the participants had access to the questionnaire from the 20th of October 2023 until the 20th of December 2023. This would mean that this research would be cross- sectional studies. Wang and Cheng (2020) identify Cross sectional studies as studies which are observed and analysed from the population at a single point in time. Longitudinal study is identified by the Institute for work and health (2015) as an observed study, however, it is observed and analysed over long periods of time. Therefore, this implies that longitudinal study collects data over long periods of time, whereas cross-sectional study collects data from that point in time.   
 
[bookmark: _Toc850665752]3.2.6 Data analysis and collection techniques  
To achieve the objectives of this project there will be multiple methods and techniques used to collect and analyse the data. Secondary research was used within the previous chapter of this project. Secondary research is defined by Bermingham (2020) as the analysis of primary research which explains what has been said about a certain subject. The following chapter will demonstrate the use of primary research, which is defined by the University of Wolverhampton (2018) as original or new data or information. 
 
The researcher collected the data through the form of a questionnaire in order to collect a mixture of responses and a mixture of target audiences. The questionnaire will provide a mixture of qualitative data and quantitative data. The Macalester college (2023) identifies qualitative data as data which provides qualities and characteristics of questions provided in a questionnaire and is presented in a narrative form, and quantitative data as data collected in forms of statistics. The questionnaire, which is found in Appendix A, contains more qualitative data questions than quantitative data questions.  
 
In order to ensure all objectives are met, thorough planning was conducted. Multiple draft questionnaires were done to ensure all questions asked were in relation to answering the objective. Once data is collected an analysis will be carried out to produce accurate data on the findings. The data analysis will be broken down into age, ethnicity and gender groups to ensure a thorough data is presented.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc721855363]3.3 Recommendations 
During any research project there are always some limitations which the researcher will encounter. The researcher conducting this research project could face multiple limitations. One limitation that may be faced is the accessibility of the older age groups to fill out the questionnaire. The Office for National Statistics (2021) identified in their research that in 2020, 54% of those aged 75 and over had access to the internet. Therefore, this suggests that there may be a fair number of responses to the researcher's questionnaire from those over the age of 75. A recommendation that should be considered for future research is the possible use of paper and digitally based questionnaires and surveys to ensure a more diverse data from a mixture of both, the older generation and the younger generation. Another limitation that could be faced is enough participants to collect the data. The target of 50-100 respondents has been set by the researcher to ensure that there are enough respondents to provide adequate data.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc34535880]3.4 Conclusion  
There have been multiple aspects identified to take into consideration when carrying out research for a research project. The methods of data collection, the style of questions, the limitations that may be encountered during data collection. Saunders’ research onion is effective guidance to ensure all data collection and analysis is carried out as effectively as possible. There have been some limitations identified by the researcher during this research that may be faced during the data collection process.












[bookmark: _Toc659809816]4. Chapter 4: Analysis of Results
[bookmark: _Toc1825296198]4.1 Introduction
The researcher conducted a questionnaire for members of the public over the age of 18 years within the Carmarthenshire area. The questionnaire received A total of 31 responses which consisted of 12 males and 19 females. An option was presented for the participants to identify as non-binary and if they would prefer not to say what gender they identify. No participants identified as non-binary. A mixture of multiple age groups had participated in the completion of the questionnaire that was provided. There was a total of 9 individuals between the ages of 18-24, 5 participants were between the ages of 25-34, 4 participants were between the ages of 35-44, 7 participants between the ages of 45-54 and 6 participants over the age of 55 years. This shows that a mixture of age groups had participated in the questionnaire. The participants were asked the question of ‘What is your ethnicity?’ 5 options were presented to the participants, to which all but 1 participant identified as white. The other 1 participant identified as Asian. A copy of the questionnaire can be found in appendix A.

[bookmark: _Toc689191795]4.2 What areas do you believe have the most significant drug possession issues? 
One of the questions that was asked in the questionnaire was ‘What areas do you believe have the most significant drug possession issues?’. The participants had the opportunity to provide an explanation to their answers. 20 participants responded with town areas. Participants believed that town areas had the most significant drug possession issue due to having easier access to dealers, higher population for dealers to target, higher population of people within town areas some believe it is due to the poverty within some of the areas. 1 participant believes that rural areas have a significant drug possession issue due to the lack of police monitoring rural areas. 4 participants believe that both town and rural areas have significant drug possession issues for different reasons. They believe that the town has due to the population and users but also the rural areas due to the transportation of drugs through the rural areas as well as consumption. 5 participants identified that Pembrokeshire, Llanelli, Parkhall (in Carmarthen town), Ammanford and Tumble are areas which have drug issues.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc1366966760]4.3 What extent do you believe drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire area 
Participants had the opportunity to provide their own description on what extent do they believe drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire area. 13 responders believed that drugs in the Carmarthenshire area were an issue. Some respondents had described the drug issue in Carmarthenshire as a “massive issue”, “big issue”, “severe” and “worrying issue”. 1 respondent responded with  
 
“Extensive. As a response officer in Llanelli, Nylaxone is required as you regularly deal with drug users who are overdosing and at risk of death. Drug death is unfortunately not as uncommon as some may think”  
 
This strongly suggests that drugs are a big issue within the Carmarthenshire area.  As mentioned in Chapter 2 Dyfed Powys Police were successful during a drugs raid on a family farm in Carmarthenshire. This suggested that drugs were an issue within Carmarthenshire and Swansea as the family had intention to supply drugs within both Carmarthen and Swansea. However, 2 respondents described the drug issue to be no more of an issue than, or the same as other towns and cities and 3 respondents believe that the drug issue within Carmarthenshire are minor and is relatively small in comparison to other towns and cities. This may suggest that there is not much of a drug issue in Carmarthenshire. However, there were only 5 respondents who believed that it was a relatively small issue within the area. This suggests that these respondents had not been exposed to much drug abuse within the area. 1 respondent does not know to what extent drugs are within the area.  
  
[bookmark: _Toc617538741]4.3 Rate the statements  
Participants were then asked to rate 3 statements on whether they disagreed or agreed. Figure 1 demonstrates a table showing the results.
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[bookmark: _Toc155626418]Figure 4‑1: Rate these statements in which you agree or disagree
The graph above displays respondents' responses to whether they believe that the police are tackling drug crime effectively within the Dyfed Powys area. As presented above, 3 (9.7%) respondents strongly disagreed, 5 (16.1%) disagreed, 17 (54.8%) were neutral and 6 (19.4%) participants agreed that the police are tackling drug crime effectively. This strongly suggests that a large number of participants were unsure on whether the police were tackling drug crime effectively. However, the data collected within chapter 2 identifies that multiple police forces are conducting drug raids to tackle drug related offences and the statistics are proven to show that they are effective each time. Although some statistics are not significantly high, there has always been success during the operations and the raids that were mentioned. As presented in the graph above, 6 (19.4%) participants strongly disagree, 7 (22.6%) participants disagree, 5 (16.1%) participants are neutral, 8 (25.8%) participants agree, and 5 (16.1%) participants strongly agree that arrests are the best way to tackle drugs within a community. This shows that there are mixed opinions on whether arrests are the best way to tackle drugs. UK Drug Policy (2008) identify that imprisonment for drug offenders is causing more harm than good to offenders and their rehabilitation process. This suggests that imprisonment may not be the best method of rehabilitating drug offenders. Also presented above in the graph, 11 (35.5%) participants strongly disagreed, 8 (25.8%) participants disagreed, 9 (29%) participants were neutral, 2 (6.5%) participants agreed, and 1 (3.2%) participant strongly agreed that those in possession of drugs should not be given a criminal conviction.  This strongly shows that a large percentage of participants agree on a criminal conviction or those in possession of drugs. This suggests that a larger population of the Carmarthenshire area believe that a conviction should be given to those in possession of drugs.  As previously mentioned, UK drugs Policy (2008) identified that incarceration is causing harm to offenders. This suggests that another form of rehabilitation should be provided to drug offenders. 
[bookmark: _Toc1448627749]4.4 Have you experienced anyone doing the following: 
To obtain an idea of the severity of drugs within the Carmarthenshire area participants were asked if they had experienced anyone taking, supplying, producing, or in the possession of drugs. Figure 2 shows a graph showing the results from each of the taking, supplying, producing and in possession.
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[bookmark: _Toc155626419]Figure 4‑2: Have you experienced anyone supplying, in the possession, taking or producing drugs?
As shown in Figure 4-2, 11 participants had experienced someone taking drugs, 4 participants had experienced someone supplying drugs, 2 people had experienced someone producing drugs, 11 participants had experienced someone in the possession of drugs, 10 participants had not experienced anyone in the possession, taken, produced and supplied drugs. This suggests once again that these 10 participants had not been exposed to drug abuse. However, the graph above displays those 8 participants had experienced someone who had done all the above. This the graph also demonstrates that drugs are easily accessible to members of the public because of 11 participants had experienced someone in the possession and consuming drugs. Overall, the data collected in this question strongly suggests that drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire area. It also demonstrates that drugs are highly accessible within the Carmarthenshire area. The participants who responded with yes as an answer to this question were later asked how it made them feel. The responses that were provided varied from Uncomfortable and angry to feeling scared and uneasy. Some were saddened and extremely worried. This strongly suggests that drugs impact communities and the individuals.  
 
The participants were asked whether they were aware of the Police and Crime commissioner, of Dyfed Powys Police force, plan to tackle drugs within the force area. All participants responded with no. One respondent responded with the following:
 
“Despite serving in ddp, I am not aware. I am aware of the chief constables' priority to make Dyfed Powys Police area a hostile environment to drug dealers, but how that is actually put into practice is another thing.”  
  
Another responded with:  
 
“These kinds of Documents are publicly available however they are lengthy and extremely wordy” 
 
This strongly shows that not all of the public within the Dyfed Powys Police force area have seen or been able to get access to the Police and Crime Commissioners plans on tackling the drug issues within the force area. Therefore, this may suggest that the public think that the police are not doing anything to tackle drugs within the Dyfed Powys Police force area.  this identifies that a change has to be made to ensure the population of the Dyfed Powys area have access to any published plans that have been made. Some changes that should be made is the accessibility of published documents and made sure they are advertised and provided to every Houshold within the geographical area that is covered by Dyfed Powys Police. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1704988890]4.5 Do you know what drug consumption rooms are?
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[bookmark: _Toc155626420]Figure 4‑3: Do you know what drug consumption rooms are?
The pie chart above displays the responses from participants who were asked whether they knew what Drug Consumption Rooms were. 13 participants knew what they were, and 18 participants did not. The findings from this question determines that majority of the public are not aware of what a drug consumption room is or what they entail. Therefore, this could impact their opinions of these rooms. However, the public from the Carmarthenshire area may not have had any experience with drug consumption room within the vicinity of their homes therefore this would impact their opinions due to the lack of experience they have. 

[bookmark: _Toc2057724314]4.6 What do you think drug consumption rooms are used for?

The following question then asks for their opinion on what they think drug consumption rooms are used for. 4 participants had responded with no idea or unsure. The rest of the responses entailed mostly the idea for addicts to take drugs, somewhere to take drugs safely and in a supervised environment, for heroin addicts only, for the purpose of rehabilitation. As identified previously by (Jauffret-Roustide, and Cailbault., 2018) drug consumption rooms are only able to be used by people who inject drugs. However, the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug addictions (2023) identifies that in some countries the drug consumption rooms have space for both injectable drugs and non-injectable drugs. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1622657216]4.7 The Police and Crime Commissioner of Dyfed Powys Police is proposing Drug Consumption Rooms in Carmarthenshire, how do you feel?
The participants were asked their opinions on how they felt with the idea of drug consumption rooms. 8 participants believed that they were a good idea and that they could be effective in reducing drug related deaths and were happy that there is a step being taken to tackle the drug issue. Some believe it will help take the drugs off the streets but will not reduce the drug consumption and will be a form of safety for drug users. 8 participants believe that they are a bad idea because they believe it will encourage others to take drugs and it would not solve the issue of drugs within the Carmarthenshire area and is a waste of money. 11 participants are unsure due to the lack of knowledge and statistics. 3 participants have no feeling due to the lack of knowledge of the rooms. 

[bookmark: _Toc1155454146]4.8 What facilities do you believe are supplied within a drug consumption room?
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[bookmark: _Toc155626421]Figure 4‑4: What facilities do you believe are supplied within a Drug Consumption room?
As shown in the pie chart above, the participants were asked to choose what facilities they believe were supplied within a Drug Consumption Room. They had to choose 1 or more answers for this question with the options being defibrillators, Naloxone (A drug which reverses an opioid overdose), Oxygen supply, Trained staff or all of the above. As previously mentioned, drug wise (2023) identified that drug consumption rooms consist of defibrillators, Naloxone and oxygen. However, data that was collected from the questionnaire and presented in the pie chart above, identified that 23 of the participants responded with all of the above. 10 participants responded with trained staff for observation, 8 participants responded with Naloxone, 4 participants responded with Defibrillators and 3 participants responded with oxygen supply. This shows that a high percentage of people have knowledge of what is supplied within a drug consumption room. However, some believe that not everything listed above is supplied within said rooms.

[bookmark: _Toc587427134]4.9 Opinion on they agree or disagree with the purpose of drug consumption rooms?
The participants were asked for their opinion on whether they agree with the purpose of the proposed Drug Consumption Rooms. 14 participants do not agree with the purpose of Drug Consumption Rooms and provided the reasons with included that it should be preventing drugs, it voids the objective of rehabilitation of addicts, it doesn't fix the issue. One responder responded with 
 
“No, I don't agree with this. Drug users should not be given a safe place to take drugs. I think such an idea of consumption room should provide drug users with information and help to come off drugs” 
 
However, 8 participants agree with the purpose of drug consumption rooms. They believe it is a good step in preventing unnecessary deaths and is a place that addicts would not be judged, they believe it is a safe idea, and believe that it is a way of rehabilitating drug consumers. 1 participant was unsure.
 
[bookmark: _Toc1180577970]4.10 Feelings on having drug consumption room in Carmarthenshire? 
Data collected found that there are mixed feelings from the participants about having drug consumption rooms within the Dyfed Powys Police force area. 6 participants believe that having drug consumption rooms within the Dyfed Powys Police force area is a good idea. In the second chapter it was identified that the Chief Constable of Dyfed Powys Police, Richard Lewis mentioned that, after seeing the previous drug consumption room in Middlesbrough and their successes, it made him rethink the current drug tackling strategy in the Dyfed Powys Police force area. Therefore, this may suggest a change in drug prevention strategy within the next few years. 3 participants would support this idea if there were more statistical data provided, however there is not any data published to demonstrate whether these drug consumption rooms are successful in the Uk. As identified previously the acceptance of the drug consumption room in Scotland only occurred in September 2023. 6 participants are unsure due to it possibly being successful but voids the objective of rehabilitation and it may be a frightening thing for younger people. There is no previous research to suggest what effect these consumption rooms will have on the community. 12 participants believe that it is not a good idea and disagree with the idea of having drug consumption rooms in the Dyfed Powys Police force area due to it not seeing it as a long term solution, they will not stop the dealing and selling on the streets and that it gives the drug users the message that it is okay for them to take drugs. 1 respondent responded with:  
 
“No thank you, don't want more druggies in town” 
 
This strongly suggests that there are individuals within the Carmarthenshire area who are strongly against drug use. However, it was previously identified that families of drug users in the Uk believe that drug consumption rooms will be a secure space for drug consumers (Sumnall, et al., 2020).



[bookmark: _Toc70068706]4.11 Value for money 
Ronnie Cowan (2018) estimated the cost of the drug consumption room in Scotland would cost around £2.3million. Within the questionnaire the participants were asked whether they believe Drug consumption rooms are worth this amount of money. Figure 5 provides a pie chart of the results. 
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[bookmark: _Toc155626422]Figure 4‑5: The Scottish government has recently approved a drug consumption room to be used in Scotland. However, this facility has cost around £2.3million. Do you believe that these drug consumption rooms are worth this amount of money?

The pie chart above shows that 3 participants believe that the drug consumption rooms are worth this amount of money, 13 participants believe they are unsure whether they are worth this amount of money and 15 participants believe they are not worth this amount of money. The data gathered from this questionnaire determines that the majority of respondents do not believe that drug consumption rooms are worth 2.3million.

[bookmark: _Toc614399575]4.12 Would drug consumption rooms tackle the drug issue in Carmarthenshire? 
Participants were then asked whether they believed that Drug Consumption rooms would tackle the drug issue within Carmarthenshire. 20 participants believed that the drug consumption rooms would not tackle the drug issue in Carmarthenshire. One respondent’s response was: 
 
“Not really, no. As mentioned above, the deeper issue we have of normalisation of drugs with a lot thinking of it as a part of a ‘cool’ image is extremely worrying and will have a detrimental impact on future generations coming through. A lot of further work on educating as transforming peoples’ views is needed in order to have an impact on the drug issue within our county”  
 
3 participants believed that they would, and 4 participants were unsure whether it would tackle the drug issue within the Carmarthenshire area. This strongly suggests that the community do not have confidence in the effectiveness of drug consumption rooms within the Carmarthenshire area.

[bookmark: _Toc893783133]4.13 Would you feel safer with a drug consumption room being introduced within the Carmarthenshire area? 
Participants were asked whether they would feel safer in the community with drug consumption rooms and 21 respondents said they would not feel safer, and 10 respondents said they would feel safer within the community. This implies that having drug consumption rooms in the area are not going to make the public feel safer within their communities. However, it is important to remember that drug consumption rooms have not yet been introduced in the United Kingdom therefore these respondents may not have a full understanding of the impacts a drug consumption facility would have on the local community.

 
[bookmark: _Toc1929698294]4.14 What improvements should be made to address the drug issue?
Participants were asked to provide any improvement suggestions they believe should be made by Dyfed Powys Police to tackle the drug issue within the Carmarthenshire area and also force wide. Some participants were unsure on what improvements could be made to tackle the drug issue. However, a few responses that had been left for this question include:  
 
· “Difficult to answer, this is a country wide, and worldwide issue. More education in schools, early on, maybe the first year in secondary school, use former addicts to educate the young, before they get addicted.” 
 
· “Put them behind bars” 
 
· “The focus should be on rehabilitation, to help drug users get over their addiction, rather than punishment” 
 
· “Tackling the root cause and stopping the supply entering the country”  
  
These responses identify that more education, increase in police officers, better enforcement when drugs are seen or smelt, rehabilitation and tougher sentences were all suggested during this question. Another idea that was mentioned was legalising drugs and using the consumption rooms as a deterrence method for dealers and suppliers. Some suggested legalising drugs and creating a 4th emergency service which deals with drug related incidents.  











5. [bookmark: _Toc340226651]Chapter 5: Conclusion
[bookmark: _Toc319176598]5.1 Introduction
Overall, the research strongly led to the idea that the people of Carmarthenshire were strongly against the introduction of drug consumption rooms. It was clearly identified that they were against this due to the worry of it encouraging others to take drugs. However, research also found that drug consumption should be identified as a medical condition and drug consumption rooms are a method of treatment that could be given. 
 
[bookmark: _Toc1621196397]5.2 Drug Operations Success Rates in the UK
Overall, the results identified that police forces in England are successful in closing down county lines. Operation advance was a success. The Essex police’s operation raptor was a success resulting in 4,377 drug crimes being solved. They also seized 6 kg of illicit drugs, £261,000 in drug profits and they also secured a total of 804 years of prison sentences within 12 months. Between West Midlands police, Greater Manchester Police, The Metropolitan Police and Merseyside Police a total of 1,700 county lines had been shut down, which was identified as 85% of the 2021 drug strategy plan. A total of 3,588 county lines were shut down and 10,209 arrests were made within the years of 2021-2023. The number of county lines are slowly reducing due to these drug operations to tackle them. A week of drug raids by Kent police resulted in the recovery of 100g of crack cocaine, 300 wraps of heroin between £5,000 and £10,000 in cash and burner phones. Operation Medusa resulted in 1,101 county lines being shut down and the seizure of cocaine, heroin and LSD.  
 
Police forces in Wales have found to be fairly effective in tackling drug crimes through the use of drug operations. Operation Talon resulted in 54 drug dealers arrested and £53,000 in cash being seized. South Wales Police were successful in carrying out a raid on 6 different properties within the Cardiff area which saw crack, heroin and £33,000 in cash being seized.

North Wales police conducted a drug search which was carried out over 3 days. Within these 3 days only 20 arrests were made, and some drugs were seized. This operation did not prove to have gone as well as hoped, however there was some success as they seized drugs and arrested those who were in the possession of drugs. Dyfed Powys police carried out a drugs raid in Carmarthenshire which resulted in a family being imprisoned due to the intention of supplying Class A and B drugs to sub-dealers within the area. This shows that drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire, Pembrokeshire and Swansea areas and they are able to be transported fairly easily. Overall, 3 out of Welsh police forces had been successful in tackling drug crimes. However, a lack of information on drug cases from Gwent police may suggest that their success rate is not the best. The use of partnership working with each police force has proven to be effective in tackling county lines. The partnership of North Wales Police and Merseyside police to tackle drugs in Flintshire and the partnership of Merseyside police and Devon and Cornwall police in tackling drugs in Plymouth.

[bookmark: _Toc1378901579]5.3 Drug consumption rooms worldwide and their success rates  
Research identified that in Denmark there was no research to suggest that the drug consumption rooms were effective in reducing drug crimes, however it has been identified that people believe that they are beneficial for the health and wellbeing of drug consumers.    
 
· France  
Research had identified the drug consumption rooms were originally a 6-year trial. However, similarly to Denmark, there is no research to identify their personal opinions on the drug consumption rooms. However, a large number of French drug users would utilise the drug rooms and agree to having them. The drug consumption room in France has been identified as a harm reduction strategy. The reduction of emergency admissions, which is suggested to have a good effect on the health and well-being of drug consumers. It was identified that it was effective in reducing abscesses and reducing overdoses. Some believe that having drug consumption facilities will protect the public and the drug consumers.  
 
Research found that the drug consumption room in New York prevented 390 overdoses in August 2022. The lack of research conducted in the US has left no trace of the effectiveness of drug consumption rooms. However, the Pennsylvanian senate has introduced a ban on facilities such as these. Therefore, this demonstrated that there was no support for drug consumption rooms within Pennsylvania authority. However, it must be considered that drug consumption rooms were only introduced back in 2021, which is 3 years ago.  
  
The lack of drug consumption rooms in the UK has proven to be difficult in finding information on opinions and their effectiveness. However, some do believe that decriminalising drugs would be the best way to tackle the drug issue within the UK. However, the experience that Richard Lewis had made him rethink about the current strategy that Dyfed Powys police are taking in order to tackle the drug issue within their police force. This may suggest a change is on the way. However, the fact that Cleveland police stopped funding for the drug consumption room identified that this could have been something that they were thinking could work.  
 
[bookmark: _Toc1644673311]5.4 Summary of Findings 

[bookmark: _Int_1rWZWaGa]The data that was collected identified that the majority of the participants believe that town areas have the most severe drug possession issue in comparison to the rural areas. However, some believe that both rural and town areas have a severe drug possession issue. Some areas were identified to have drug possession issues, these were Llanelli, Pembrokeshire, Park hall (area in Carmarthen town), Ammanford, Tumble. Participants believe that the drug issue in Carmarthenshire is a massive issue, severe issue, a big issue and a worrying issue another word that had been used was extensive. However, some believed that drugs are no more of an issue in Carmarthenshire as they are in other towns and cities or are a relatively small issue.  
 
54.8% of participants are unsure on whether the police are tackling drug crime effectively.  25.8% of participants believe that arrests are the best way to tackle drugs in the community. However, there are mixed opinions on this statement as some agree and some disagree. 29% of participants were neutral about the idea of no criminal conviction for those in possession of drugs. However, there is a small percentage who agree to this statement. Therefore, the majority of participants believed that a criminal conviction should be given. 
 
The data collected showed that a large percentage of the participants had experienced either someone in the possession, taken, supplied or produced drugs which suggests that drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire area. However, 10 participants had not experienced any of the above. For those who had experienced someone doing the above it made them feel angry, uneasy, scared and uncomfortable.  it is also suggested from this research that drugs are easily accessible within the Carmarthenshire area.  
 
A large percentage of the participants were not aware of Dyfed Powys Police’s Police and Crime Commissioners plans to tackle drugs within the force area. A member of the police force itself stated that they themselves were not aware of the plan’s that the commissioner had made to tackle the drugs issue. This strongly shows that the commissioners' plans are not being shown to the public.  Accessibility to all published crime plans has been identified as a change to ensure better knowledge of future. 
 
The data show that 18 out of 31 participants do not know what drug consumption rooms are. A large number of participants knew that drug consumption rooms supply oxygen, trained staff, defibrillators and Naloxone to drug abusers who use the rooms. A large number of participants did not agree with the purpose of a drug consumption room due to it influencing people to take drugs, it voids the objective of rehabilitation or that it doesn't fix the issue. However, this has not yet been proven to be the case. although some believe it is a good idea because it provides safety to users, and believe it is a way of rehabilitation. Participants have mixed feelings about having a drug consumption room within the Dyfed Powys Police force area.  
 
A large number of participants believe that the drug consumption rooms are not worth £2.3 million, but also a large number of participants are unsure whether they are worth that amount of money. A large majority of the participants believed that drug consumption rooms will not tackle the drug issues within the Carmarthenshire area. Which suggests the public do not have confidence in the effectiveness of the drug consumption rooms. The participants identified that the majority of them would not feel safer with a consumption room within the community.  
 
The majority of participants believe that overall, the drug consumption rooms should not be a solution as it voids the objective of rehabilitation and is a waste of money. The participants have suggested that more enforcement, more education, more rehabilitation strategies, tougher sentences, legalisation of drugs and a 4th emergency service to deal with drug related incidents should be made as improvements to tackle the drug issue within the Carmarthenshire area.   
   
[bookmark: _Toc1480126529]5.5 Limitations  
A constraint encountered during this study was the insufficient number of replies received for the questionnaire that was distributed on social media platforms. Furthermore, the constrained duration of this study prevented the researcher from obtaining a sufficient number of replies for the questionnaires from the general population. Despite distributing questionnaires to professionals via LinkedIn and email, unfortunately, no responses were obtained for these questionnaires. In addition, the majority of the materials used in this research are American, since there is a lack of accessible data from the UK.
  
[bookmark: _Toc1198692787]5.6 Recommendations 
To enhance the acquired data for future study, it would be beneficial to get input from professionals that specialise in working with individuals who engage in drug use or have encountered overdoses. Furthermore, a second suggestion would be to broaden the target audience and increase the number of questionnaires replies by disseminating the questions throughout various social media platforms, email, and WhatsApp messaging.
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The proposition of Drug Consumption Rooms
within the Carmarthenshire area?

This questionnaire is being conducted to collect data from those in Carmarthenshire on the use of drug consumption
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2. What age category do you come under? * [13
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4. What areas do you believe have the most significant drug possession issues? Town area or rural
areas? Why do you think this?
W

Enter your answer

5. In your own words, to what extent do you believe drugs are an issue within the Carmarthenshire
area?* [

Enter your answer

6. rate these statements in which you agree or disagree *

strongly disagree  Disagree Neutral Agree

police are tackling drug crime effectively (
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6. rate these statements in which you agree or disagree * (13
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7. have you experienced anyone supplying, in the possession, taking or producing drugs? Tick all
that apply * [0

yes- taken
yes- supplied

yes- producing

yes- in possession
yes- all of the above

No

8. If yes to question 8 how did this make you feel? please explain (13
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8. If yes to question 8, how did this make you feel? please explain [

Enter your answer

9. Are you aware of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s plans to tackle drug crimes within the
Dyfed Powys Police force area? if yes explain your knowledge. [13

Enter your answer

10. Do you know what drug consumption rooms are? [13

Yes

No
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11. The police and Crime Commissioner of Dyfed Powys Police is proposing to introduce drug
consumption rooms rooms to tackle drugs within the Carmarthenshire area. How do you feel
about this? [T}

Enter your answer

12. What do you believe drug consumption rooms are used for? [T}

Enter your answer

13. What facilities do you believe are supplied within a Drug Consumption room? (T3

Defibrillators
Naloxone (drug which reverses opioid overdose)
oxygen supply

Trained staff for observation

all of the above
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14. Drug consumption rooms are rooms which are designated for drug users, who use needles, to

inject drugs in a safe and hygienic environment. Do you agree with these use of these rooms?
Please explain your answer [T}

Enter your answer

15. How do you feel about the use of drug consumption rooms in the Dyfed Powys Police area?
please explain your answer (1}

Enter your answer

16. The scottish government has recently approved for a drug consumption room to be used in
scotland. However, this facility has cost around £2.3 million. Do you believe that these Drug
Consumption Rooms are worth this amount of money? [}

yes

x
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16. The scottish government has recently approved for a drug consumption room to be used in
scotland. However, this facility has cost around £2.3 million. Do you believe that these Drug
Consumption Rooms are worth this amount of money? [T

yes

no

unsure

17. Do you believe that drug consumption rooms will tackle the drug issue within the
carmarthenshire area? Please explain your answer (3}

Enter your answer

18. Would you feel safer, within the community, knowing that there would be a drug consumption
room local? (13

Yes
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19. What s your overall opinions and feelings on drug consumption rooms? [

Enter your answer

20. What improvements do you believe that should be made to address the issue on drugs within the
carmarthenshire area? [T}

Enter your answer
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