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Introduction

When we make reference to virtual learning environment or VLE we are talking about the many difference ways of learning online. This is a large concept the that has many different options in the field of learning. VLE has brought new content that have help the students in their way to perform and communicate with the University, this is also a method that have help this year with the current situation of the global pandemic COVID-19 to keep everyone safe and also keep developing not only the digital skills but also we were able to keep learning and have online classes at Microsoft Teams. VLE is method of learning effective and precise. In this assignment I will discuss how virtual learning environment have made an impact to the students and the different ways of using it.

 Virtual Learning Environment

Virtual learning environment is a space designed to provide information, moreover, is a social space where the students and teachers share educational interaction separated by space and time. Virtual learning is usually used with computers, this method had a huge impact in the educational sector, this has allow to billions of people to share ideas and communicate usually with low costs, these way of learning have a great impact to the student helping them to improve their achievements also virtual learning uses computers software, internet or both to share information with the students this will minimize or eliminates the of the teachers and students sharing the same classroom. This learning methods does not change the way students are being taught. (Ms Kanimozhi, Dr MGR Janaki, 2019) 
In 1999 was introduced for the first time the e-learning at a CBT system seminar. Also words such as online and virtual learning started to being used, however the history of e-learning it is been well documented and there is early form of virtual learning that suggested back in the 19th Century. Long before the internet was launched the students were offered to have distance courses well the will learn a particular course or skills, in the 1840’s this methods become very popular between the journalist, writers, secretaries among others because this will help them to improve in the writing speed as well as their skills writing. (Gogos, 2013)
Virtual learning is an educational technology web-based platform with the purpose study and subjects or courses, usually within the educational institutions. This method presents resources, activities and information within the same structure of the course which provides the information to the students for the assessments (Britain, Sandy, Liber. Oldeg, 1999). VLE is used by anyone that wants to learn new subjects from any space and time they want, also this platform is use for students to improve their knowledge, for that the universities have online websites where  they can find all the information about the past and future classes, about assessments, timetables among others. Virtual learning is use in the 21th century for all students and teachers.


Background

The internet offer a large variety of learning and different advantages also it offers another way of communications between teachers and students, VLE allow educators to develop quick methods without the need of having the skills. The virtual learning provides wide range of services, such as communication with a large possible channels to make an easy and fast communication to share information not only with the teachers also with others students, besides this the students will not have to handle physically  the work because they have access to the different platforms provided by the institutions. The teachers have infinite resources hub that the can use to share with the students, also they have the opportunity to create exiting virtual spaces where they can teach their subject among other (Ms Kanimozhi, Dr MGR Janaki, 2019)
The students usually benefit from this methods because they will learn how to work in their own, they will have more independence which leads to a better managing of their time, the virtual learning offers an advance learning that the students could not be beneficiary if they will be in small classroom, this offers unlimited education. The writing skills are key to succeed in secondary schools as well as the workplace that is the reason that virtual learning teaches to communicate effectively through the writing. 
The is some challenges that can be presented for the students. The lack of face to face, virtual leaning will not teach the students how to have an effective face to face communication and even group work will not be as effective as if you were in the classroom, is very important to socialise and get to know other students and lectures, with the online classes you will have limited time to talk with the teachers during class, also this can present a problem with students that  have lack of motivations, without schedules to follow the student will loose track of their own responsibilities with class .
The technologies use with virtual learning environment are:
· Assessment and survey tools : this is use in higher educations with the purpose of formative and summative learning that included surveys and quiz, this is used to encourage the students learning.

· Asynchronous Communications: emails are use in this virtual technology  of way to communicate one to one or  one to multiple online communication.

· Digital Repositories: higher education is typical used to include the bibliographic databases .

· Management and Administrations tool: includes the management learning of the students as well as the administrations of the students grades reporting the students’ progress.

· Photo Sharing: the use of this virtual tool have the potential of sharing and learning dialogue, the students can make notes and make discussions around this technology. 

·  Podcasts and Streaming: educational source that can be played in your phone or any device that can reproduce audios or videos, streaming is a compressed format that is played at real time. 

· Shared Documents: Shared documents technologies  are particular useful when sharing forms in Google Docs with the institutions.

· Social Networking: this create online communities where they can share activities and interest.

· Social Book Marking: this technology is use to save a link or a public or private website and after tag with specific key word.

· Weblogs and Microblogs : these is a web where the owner of the blog can write about something and its easy for the reader to make comments.

· Virtual Worlds: this is a virtual environment where different people can interact.

· Wikis: collections of web pages with multiples authors in which they can add or delete content any time from anywhere.

(Annemieke Craig, Jo Codwell-Neilson, Annegret Goold and Jenine Beekhuyezen, 2012)

Virtual Learning can present risks, this are usually viruses, network penetration, unauthorized modification of data theft among others, with this method we are expose to confidential violation when a different parties gain access to the formats in the virtual learning system, we can found also integrity violation meaning that unauthorised party will have access to the archive and will manipulate this one with the e-learning system, denial of using is another risk it can be presented, also illegitimate use meaning exploitation of the data access for the users, we can also found malicious programs this can damage other programs, repudiation, masquerade, traffic analyses, and brute-force attack are some of the risks we can found in the technological environment. (Nikhilesh Barik and Dr Sunil Karforma, 2012)
We can associate different types of legislation to the virtual learning such as copyright, intellectual property and licensing. All the original sources are cover with copyright, making copies of this sources without permission is not acceptable, copyrights it is used to cover the original work of the students. The licensing is the way you may use the copyright resource you are using. It is also plagiarism using material and refusing to acknowledged the original author.  

Aims and Objectives
 
VLE is has revolution the UK institutions for the past decades, introducing virtual leaning have make a big difference with the students and lectures, reforming the way of learning and communicating. With the global pandemic of COVID-19 the virtual learning have been key for the students and teachers to keep learning and developing skills from home. This method can be improve by the interactions between students and lecturers, the communications can be limited do the time we have to follow in the virtual classes. To get more knowledge about Virtual Learning Environment I was required to make a survey to have the positives and negatives aspects of using this technology and to find ways to improve this one. The objectives about this research was to collect quantitative and qualitative data to make an analyses of the outcome results.

Research Method 

To gain more knowledge about how other students were experiencing the e-learning I create a survey that reflected in the questions I asked hoe the students felt and their experience whilst using virtual learning. To create this survey I went to Google Forms which is a simple and effective way to create a form. First I wrote down the questions I wanted to asked the students with the different possible answers and after I sent this questionnaire with ten questions to my colleagues at the university, I was awake that that some of my colleagues did not have the time so I make sure the questions where simple and specific in a way we will both will get and give the information needed. My target was to get 25 answers for the 10 questions I made in the form, the number of people responded was 20, some of them where very cooperative and will give me as much information as they can and will be very involve with the survey. I could say that the research succeeded my expectations and it was helpful to have all the responses from my colleagues to collect a quantitative and qualitative data from the virtual learning environment.

Results
Results to the survey I made for the Virtual Learning environment at UWTSD.

Responses to the questionnaire (1,2,3,4,6,7,8,10 Questions)

	       Question
	  Responses (Yes)
	 Responses (No)

	           Q1
	         15
	        3

	           Q2
	         12
	        3

	           Q3
	          7
	        9

	           Q4
	          7
	        6

	           Q6
	         16
	        1

	           Q7
	         18 
	        1

	           Q8
	         19
	

	           Q10
	          9
	         10






	           Questions
	         Responses 

	               Q5
	               14

	               Q9
	               15








Discussion

Virtual learning had a big impact to the students this year due to COVID-19, with the survey I sent to others students I could see the involvement if the students with this technology. For the research I used a Google form to create this survey. The 78,9% of the students think that the platform of Moodle is very useful I wanted also to know if this online classes have help with their digital skills and 63,2% of students think that they have a improve digital skills. Moreover with the survey I discovered that 47,4% of the student don not feel motivated with the online classes, in my personal opinion I believe that this lack of motivation is due to managing their on timing to learn and with others distraction that they will not have in classrooms. When I formulate the questions about virtual learning being more effective than classroom some od the students have a positive and other negative answers 36,8% of the students believe that virtual learning is more effective than classrooms in the other hand 31,6% of the student believe the opposite. 
Two of the most common answers about the tools of VLE was the effective and fast respond and also to be able to organise the time, students think that with virtual learning they have more time to develop in their own self without loosing track of their studies, 84,2% of the student believe that you can manage better the time. Most od the students are aware of the costs of their studies and the increase of this one every year, that why 94,7% of the students think that virtual learning is helping to save costs to their studies, in my opinion I think is because of the reduce of costs in transportation, canteen food, books, pencils among others, it is easy to use the computer to study because we are saving in all the extra needs for classroom that we will not be using at home, also to mention we are helping the environment reducing pollution with the transportations and the use of books and plastic for the pencils and other materials used in the classrooms. Moodle is the 100% a platform that the students use for their development at class, this is a tools they will use always for the virtual classes. When the students were describing VLE there were many different responses such us, very useful due to the current global pandemic COVID-19, and other believe that this platform demotivated and they do not feel with the commitment they feel in the classrooms, others believe is less stressful, some of the students think that that this platform have a lot of possibilities of learning. To end the survey I wanted to know if the virtual learning  was enjoyable and easy the 47,4% of the students think this is enjoyable and easy way of learning and on the other side 52,6% answer with sometimes.

Conclusion

Virtual learning environment is a tool use with the purpose of having the same results as in the normal classroom. With this technology I believe we can approach more ways of learning and developing others skills while learning from home, also virtual learning for the students is a environment where they can communicate effective and safe, leaning new methods and improving their writing and talking skills, the talking skills are improve with the video calling at team and with the presentations at Microsoft Team. VLE is a growing and effective way of learning nowadays. 
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Analius
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