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[bookmark: _Hlk155693458]This assignment will be identifying three key ethical challenges the police face when implementing evidence-based policing. Firstly, we will be looking into stop and search, what it is and how it is useful in policing, does it work? The effect it has on the community and some examples. Next, we will be looking into surveillance, why this is so valuable to our society as a whole, is it worthwhile. Finally, privacy infringement, who has access to this data and possible discrimination, the appropriate use of our data. The advancements in the use of technology and what does this mean for our information and how it is used.

Police officers have the right to stop you at any point, they can only search you in certain situations. (Gov.uk, no date) explains the police can ask simple questions such as your name, why you are in a particular area and what is your destination. You can only be searched by a police officer if they have reasonable grounds, you are carrying items such as illegal drugs, stolen property or an offensive weapon. When conducting stop and search the police will encounter ethical challenges, it is very important police officers do not marginalise minority communities, this is a key area of concern in recent years with accusations of institutionalised racism in the police. (Piper, 2019) explains this stems from the Macpherson report, the murder of Stephen Lawrence, a black teenager in 1993. This report was published on the 24th of February 1999 and made 70 recommendations to improve policing practices, including stop and search. (Ali, Pauley and Akintoye 2021) find stop and search data from Wales and England March 2020 – March 2021 showed a rise in the number of stop and search instances by 24%, this doesn’t add up when you realise that this is in the height of Covid and far less people walking the streets. This continues to become more striking when looking at the percentage of Black and Asian males 15-34 stopped and searched in this time of 32%, this is an alarming statistic when these demographics make up 2.6% of the population. (The College of Policing, 2016) writes that the decision to stop and search a person must be fair and for the right reasons, taking care to be impartial and mindful of the influence of unconscious bias. Fair decision making when conducting these stops effects how the community sees the police, legitimate reasons explained correctly and sensitively can satisfy them and stop feelings of being unfairly singled out by police. (The criminal Justice Alliance, 2016) find almost three quarters of stop and searches result in no illegal items, only 14% lead to an arrest. People do not want to be stopped but are less likely to refuse or become combative if they understand why, it is necessary. One example may be looking for a weapon used in a serious incident. (Justice.Gov, no date) explains why it is important to foster good relations with the community especially when they may one day become a witness to a crime, there is a much higher chance of cooperation if this is the case which results more effective policing.
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Surveillance is defined as paying sustained attention to another person in a distinct fashion. The design is not to watch anyone but to watch certain people or particular groups. Surveillance can also mean listening by phone tapping or dogs trained to discover drugs or hardware devices used with explosives as said by (Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy, no date). In the modern world CCTV cameras have become a feature of modern life. These cameras are vital for increasing the security of the public, their presence deters criminal activity and assist in police investigations which in turn keeps the public safer. The ethical challenges associated with constant surveillance are complex, there is a trade off with the security of the public and their privacy. The increased use of CCTV does help to solve crime, this also means constant monitoring of people in public areas, this could be seen as infringing on the rights and personal freedom of the public stated by (tech boy, 2023). (Crime and investigation, 2022) states that in March 2021 a young woman named Sarah Everard was abducted and murdered, she left a friend’s house to walk home and never arrived. Sarah was captured on CCTV cameras on the night she went missing, getting into a rented vehicle with a man identified from the vehicle as Wayne Couzens, a serving police officer. After interviews and property searches by sniffer dogs, Sarahs body was discovered. This led to a review called the Casey report, which looked into the metropolitan police standards culture and behaviour (Met police, 2023). In today’s world CCTV is extremely beneficial, on the other hand some crimes are not deterred by the presence of the cameras. It is a constant balancing act of personal privacy and the safety of the public. How bad would the situation be without the use of CCTV? Security in public areas should take precedent over privacy in public areas (Li, 2023).




Privacy in the modern world is intertwined with trust and security, as are the law and ethics. Privacy is something people expect, but is not always guaranteed. In terms of data privacy, this is all about access and proper use of the data collected and who has legal right to that data. Different culture’s view privacy a little different but universally it is an approach that embraces the law, proper ethical principles and the concerns of the society when it comes to upholding data privacy (Lee, 2016). (The Encyclopaedia of world problems, 2020) states there are different types of privacy infringement, at the simplest level unwanted intrusions in your personal life, for instance when at home with family. Another way is the sharing of other people’s information, their location or the company they are in, this can lead to the spread of false information and violation of privacy. (The College of Policing, 2023) explains the processing of data by the police for purpose of upholding the law are defined for prevention, investigation, detection or prosecuting offences, this is also for safeguarding purposes and security of public. The ethical challenge with privacy infringement is when collecting or having collected data you are ethically required to adhere to this person’s wishes in regards to how it is used. This assumption leads to this challenge of ethics, it is probable you do not know the preference of this person in question. The wishes of this person my be against policy or law (Digital privacy, 2024). (Hardy, Freckleton 2019) explain another ethical challenge for the police, is because they have access to large amounts of personal information, this has the possibility to be misused, there is sensitive information at their fingertips, there have been cases in which officers have been able to use information of individuals for the gain of family and friends. Police in Northumbria have brought up disciplinary action against officers for privacy infringement. Police staff were alleged to have accessed incident logs inappropriately, this led to them receiving disciplinary action. 

In conclusion, the modern world we live in has a requirement to keep the public safe, I believe that stop and search when used correctly and ethically can be a useful tool in policing, knife crime is an unfortunate reality, less people carrying knives is for the better. Surveillance has become more prevalent in the last few decades, the UK being one of the most watched places on earth. This I believe in invaluable to catching criminals, there must be a fine balance between privacy and protection, although I understand this is very important and complex. Privacy infringement is putting our trust in the police and their staff to use our data correctly and appropriately, this sensitive information has to be carefully monitored, it is possible to misuse this and put the public at risk which is not something police officers can be allowed to do. These are all very sensitive topics that I feel when executed properly are for the greater good of the public.
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