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Presentation Script
Introducing myself
Thank you, Kelly. My name is Keira Jenkins, and I am the ALENCo (Additional Learning Needs Co-Ordinator) of this flying start setting. 
An ALENCo in a flying start setting is a practitioner appointed by the local authority who is designated to provide additional learning needs provision to children in their setting with additional learning needs (Pembrokeshire County Council, 2023). 
As part of my role, I am responsible for monitoring the effectiveness of this provision as stated in the Additional Learning Needs Co-ordinator (Wales) Regulations 2019, cited by the Welsh Government (2019). 
Replying to Kelly and Hayley about paper questionnaires
While paper questionnaires are beneficial for collecting high quantity data, they may be time consuming to the participants, resulting in them not being completed or being rushed and not giving the correct information (Schmidt et al, 2024). Additionally, van Gelder and Cerutti (2018) state that due to a decline in responses being received from paper questionnaires, online questionnaires are gaining more popularity.
Kelly to ask if there is any training for leadership and management
Yes Kelly, although we are meeting the minimum standards of the National Minimum Standards for Regulated Childcare, as cited by the Welsh Government (2023), I do have training courses I would like our practitioners to attend.
The training courses that I think would be beneficial to our practitioners and the children in our setting with ALN are courses relating to sensory activities and how they help promote sensory regulation to children with ALN. 
According to Care Learning (2024) sensory activities can reduce stress and anxiety as they offer a calming effect by aiding in emotional regulation and enhancing their sensory processing needs. 
The Welsh Government (2025) states in guidance for Flying Start settings, that practitioners must attend training and implement strategies for their children with ALN which are recommended by the Childcare Advisory Team. 
The Childcare Advisory Team works closely with settings to ensure they are providing high quality care by offering workshops and specialist training (Family Information Service Carmarthenshire (2025).
My ALN part
I have reviewed our current practice through observations and staff meetings, as regular observations provide practitioners with the knowledge on how to cater for the individual needs of children, which will allow for specific planning to further each child’s development (Thomas and Lewis, 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_p5difjFe]Firstly, I would like to discuss our physical environment and the needs of our ALN (additional learning needs) children, and how our setting scores based on evaluation through the Self Assessment of Service Statement (SASS) form.
The physical environment in our setting provides children with multiple challenge areas allowing for engaging experiences allowing for children to develop holistically, following the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings, as stated by the Welsh Government (2024). 
[bookmark: _Int_6f8BmyWg]These challenge areas also allow ample space for the children to engage with each other while exploring these areas. This is beneficial to the children’s development as they are provided with the environment to work collaboratively together. 
According to Education Endowment Foundation (2021), children with lower abilities, such as those with ALN, can benefit from collaborative learning with their peers as they share their knowledge, skills and their way of thinking. 
Esteban-Guitart (2018) states that Lev Vygotsky’s theory of child development focuses on the importance of social interactions with the concept of the zone of proximal development. 
Furthermore, according to Ivich (2024) Vygotsky’s concept suggests that without social interactions children cannot develop higher mental functions which are integral to a child’s holistic development. This also links in with the care and development section of the SASS form. 
Further to the care and development section of the SASS form, our setting also has worked together with Speech and Language Therapists to provide children with a total communication approach. 
A total communication approach provides communication in a range of functions, such as visual aids, body and language, enabling a positive environment where they can interact and communicate though the right form of communication for them. This is to ensure that all children in our setting with communication differences are supported to form connections through successful interactions (Sense, 2025 and Autism Early Support, 2024).  
Additionally, Kidder and McDonnell (2017) state, based on research, that children with autism spectrum disorder are visual learners, and there is a possibility that they could struggle with the use of only verbal communication. By providing autistic children with visual cues, alongside verbal instruction, practitioners can provide children with clear instruction which in turn will increase their confidence and their independence and therefore their development.
On the SASS form rating I would place our setting as ‘good’ but room for improvement, to ensure that we are meeting the needs of all children, as our setting does not provide children with ALN a breakout area for when they are feeling overwhelmed, which could have an impact on their well-being. 
During a meeting with parents of a child with ALN, it was suggested that a break-out area may be beneficial for their child, as this helps them at home. After some research and reading that the National Autistic Society (2017) states that break-out spaces can allow for a calm safe space for children with autism who are feeling overwhelmed to go and decompress. 
By working together with parents and listening to their views we are enabling our practitioners to include children with ALN and their families within the decision-making process on matters that affect them. Which is our duty under the Additional Learning Needs Code for Wales 2021, as stated by the Welsh Government (2021) and outlined in the Supplementary guidance for inspecting Additional Learning Needs in non-maintained settings, provided by Care Inspectorate Wales (2022).
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