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Navigating Archives Exercise (Practice)
St Nicholas Church and its Parish, Leicester

Dating back to the Romans, when Leicester was called Ratae  Corieltauvorum, in the 1st century, St Nicholas church is one of the UK’s ten oldest churches. Parts of the church were built from the adjoining site of Jewry Wall which was though to be a Roman bath complex. Not many records exist about the church prior to the Norman conquest but by 1066 it is known that the church had greatly expanded with the addition of a tower, spire and side chapels. Continued expansion took place over the next few centuries until the 16th century when the church began to deteriorate partly due to the Reformation and closure of Leicester Abbey. It appears that during the Middle ages the vicars received a pension of 6 marks from Leicester Abbey. In 1563 120 families lived in the parish but by the beginning of the 18th century there were only 90. By looking at the 1931 census it shows that the population of the ecclesiastical parish was 1,388.  By the 17th century the north aisle and side chapels of the church had gone and the spire was removed as it was considered unsafe. The church was in such a poor state by the 1900s that the church was nearly demolished and funding needed to be sourced to rebuild it. Improvements were finally made to it including the addition of a new north aisle and north transept. With the building of a ringroad in the 1960s the church was left without parishioners and in 1957 the church became a University Chaplaincy. The church still survives to this day with an increasing church population with a congregation from all parts of the city.
Archived sources are valuable as they were created close to the time that events occurred. Further archived sources that I will be looking to use for my archival exercise will be Transactions of the Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society, Local Library and University Library, The British Library, The National Archives and The Records of the Borough of Leicester which will likely be held at the Record Office for Leicestershire, Leicester and Rutland. It would also be worth looking at Ecclesiastical Court Records for the diocese of Lincoln as these may have been published. However it must be noted that medieval records of parish churches may not be substantial. I will also be visiting the church to discover any inscriptions which may be inside the church or in the churchyard. References from published sources may be useful as this may lead to archival documents as I found by using A History of the County of Leicester.




Archival Material

The Bodleian Library
Bodl. Libr., MS. Laud 625, f.92v.

The British Museum
B.M. Harl. MS. 618

Census, 1931

Published Material

Victoria County History
V.C.H. Leics.iii.180.
A History of Leicester: Volume 4, the County of Leicester
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/leics/vol4/pp383-387














Visual Material
The Antiquary 1906-06:Vol 42 Iss 6
A postcard of St Nicholas Church, Leicester from a painting by Charles Flower.
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