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In 500 words compare and contrast the San with the Mbuti.
Many comparisons can be made throughout every aspect of the culture and life of the San and the Mbuti tribes. Whether they are drawn from environment, daily life, culture. 
For example, life for the Mbuti is centred around the forest of African Congo as is made evident in Turnbull’s The Forest People (1961), where as for the San their environment is radically different, they, according to Peters-Golden’s Culture Sketches (1994), live in an area of “ten water holes, arranged in three sections”. The San people forage within an area of desert with very limited amounts of water, this contrasts with the heavily vegetated forests the Mbuti live in with its almost abundance of water. 
One of the most obvious comparisons between the Mbuti and San peoples are the generally style of living. Both groups, as made clear in Forest People (Turnbull, 1961) and Culture Sketches (Peters-Golden, 1994), are by nature hunter gatherers. The foraging aspect of life takes up most of both of these differing tribes.  Although both tribes forage the types of food available to forage differs greatly as a result of contrasting environment between the two. The San survive on a diet based on desert growing vegetation, plants that grow with little water available. While the Mbuti survive on plants that have large amounts of water available at all times.
Another contrast between the two tribes is the fact that the San people rely heavily on the weather patterns.  Peters-Golden explains that the living arrangements of the San people are dependent on the time of year, for example “huts built for use during rainy season are constructed with thickly thatched roofs” and then “during times of the year when there is less extreme weather, camp is often set up without an building shelter of any kind.” (Peters-Golden, 1994, p. 100). While the Mbuti display two distinct styles of building. In the early sections of The Forest People (Turnbull, 1961), the Mbuti have a fixed camp outside of the main village which as expressed by many of the Mbuti themselves is not in their nature to be fixed in one area for too long, yet it is not until on of the elders dies that they finally return to the forest. The San live with little interaction when it come to building and life, whereas the Mbuti, when living near the village, come to rely on the input and lifestyle provided by the outsiders. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, while there are many similarities between the San and the Mbuti peoples, there are still many differences that provide evidence of just how separate these tribes are. The differences also provide evidence to support the idea that just because they can be grouped together as ‘hunter gatherers’ it does not make the two tribes the same. 
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