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Lecture schedule after reading week
Week one — ethnographies: people and their social lives

* Living in a forest: Mbuti and the Baka
* Living in a desert: the Kalahari — the Ju/hoansi and the San

Week two — what have h/ gs got to do with evolution?

* Evolution: a story written backwards. Issues with social evolutionary
theories, straight lines and representation

o Analogy — ethnoarcheaology’s aims and the problems of analogy

Week three — hunter—gatherers: a Category?

* Hunter-gatherers — what is this category and label? Locations,
characteristics. Noble savage? Milton and myth of eco-primitive.
Nurit Bird-David — theory v observations

* Subsistence and economics — can you understand a group by looking
at how they get dinner? Sharing; the consumer or the producer; the
original affluent society; the socio-economic consequences of

property

Week four — social structure: politics, meat, control and gender

* Egalitarianism - hunting, aggression, conflict resolution and play

* Bloody women — gender, meat and sex

In addition to the books listed below in the reading list there are
a selection of pdfs and web links on Moodle that support each
session.



Essay questions — choose one
Deadline: May 12, 2014

1. Critically explore the problems associated with defining human groups by

their subsistence methods.

2. Bird-David maintains certain ethnographic groups relate to life via a

‘cosmic economy of sharing’ (1992). Consider this theory in association

with Milton’s notion of the Myth of the Eco-Primitive.
3. Can ethnographic information of living gatherers contribute to human

evolution studies? Critically outline the issues associated with
ethnoarcheaology. Refer to ethnographic information concerning living

human groups to illustrate your points.
4. Boas believed social evolutionary theory is racist. Explore.

U

Human evolution is portrayed as the rise and triumph of the head over

the heels (Ingold, 2011). Critically explore the validity of Ingold’s
assertion.

6. "A man who spends his whole life following animals just to kill them to eat,

or moving from one berry patch to another, is really living just like an

animal himself” (Braidwood 1957: 122). What are the implications of this

statement? Discuss with reference to understanding human evolution.
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