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AIM(S) 
 

• To critically explore the debates around sustainability for community policy and 
practice and the promotion of social and environmental justice.   
 

• To provide students with the opportunity to explore their pathway and how this 
promotes sustainable communities. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
 

• engage in a critical analysis of the impact of climate change, urbanization, economic 
growth and globalization on communities and the implications for social and 
environmental justice; 
 

• critically analyse the contested nature of sustainable development and to differentiate, 
and critically evaluate, different interpretations of the discourse and theories of society-
environment relationships; 
 

• explore in depth definitions of sustainable communities and critically analyse it as a 
concept to promote and advocate for an inclusive approach to sustainability; 
 

• critically evaluate strategies and policies for promoting sustainable communities within 
ESD/global, international, national and local context; through applying this to their 
pathway either inclusionary practice or youth work.  

 
INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 
• A critical examination of the main debates around the desirability and possibilities of 

sustainable communities - which will be explored through four linked phenomenon: 
climate change; urbanization; economic growth and globalization. The implications for 
social and environmental justice will be explored in depth.  
 

• An evaluation of the origins of sustainability, environmentalism and the new 
environmental movement. The evolution of the sustainability discourse which includes 
an analysis of the role of education and social and environmental justice. Consideration 
of Green philosophies, different theories of environment - society relationships: techno-
centric and eco-centric approaches (social ecology, eco- feminism, eco-socialism, 
deep ecology), to engender critical discussion on the role of social and environmental 
justice within environmental / sustainability debates. 
 

• Consideration of definitions of sustainable communities and their relationship to place. 
An exploration of greener, and more inclusive approach to sustainability e.g 



sustainable communities look to the environment, economics, social relationships and 
social justice. Consideration of how such an approach to sustainability can contribute 
to education and community development. 
 

• An exploration of current strategies and policies relating to Sustainable Communities, 
e.g.: the “Sustainable Communities Act 2007”; Local Authority Sustainable 
Communities Strategies; Education For Sustainability Guidance and other relevant 
frameworks that may be adopted when working with communities to promote 
sustainability. An analysis of social enterprise as one method of engendering 
behaviour change and the role that transformative community education can play in 
promoting sustainable communities will also be critically examined. 
 

Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 

Activity type Hours Percentage 
Scheduled learning 30 10% 
Independent learning 270 90% 
Placement learning   
TOTAL 300 100% 

 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 
 
☐ Written exam ☒ Coursework ☐ Practical 

 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 

Written Assessment: 5 x 
online reflective accounts 

1000 words each  

5000 words in total  60% 

 
Assessment Component 2 
 
☐ Written exam ☐ Coursework ☒ Practical 

 
Mode of assessment Volume Weighting 
Seminar Presentation 20 minutes 40% 

 
Assessment Summary 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Activity type Percentage 
Written exam  
Coursework 60% 
Practical 40% 
TOTAL 100% 
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