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Part 3: Written Essay analysing the significance of different aspects of professional practice 
There are many differing views on what being a professional refers to. While in some contexts, a professional refers to those with qualifications, there is a greater understanding of the value of the qualities that an individual brings to practice with or without qualifications in the early years (Gasper, 2015). In fact, McGillivray (2008) points out that traditional ideology on assessments and qualifications all contribute to the idea of professionalism. However, Perez (2019) states that professionalism is dependent on the values which influence the skills and knowledge that are required to perform in practice.
[bookmark: _Int_cobgnjbR]There are many values which are important for an early years practitioner. In fact, the early years framework for Wales, highlights the values that are crucial in practice (Social Care Wales, 2018). One value that is pivotal in the early years is promoting the importance of a child’s family and carers, as well as supporting the development of these relationships, in the best interest of the child (Social Care Wales, 2018). This is supported by Powell (2010), who states that an important value in the early years is the ability to have good communication and have the ability to work well with parents/carers. Another value which is important in early years practice is having a genuine interest in the development of children (Powell, 2010). This is supported by Social Care Wales (2018), which states that a key value in the early years practice is supporting the development of the skills and confidence of children that will prepare them for transitions in later life. These values are important in professional practice and help practitioners to develop the whole child through addressing their individual needs, as well as developing the understanding of the role of a practitioner through their role in collaborative working with a range of partners, including families and services (The General Teaching Council for Scotland, 2021).
Communication is crucial in early years and involves listening, understanding and responding to what is being communicated by children and the people caring for them (Dunhill, 2009; City & Guilds and WJEC, 2019a). This is an important part of professional practice as a practitioner needs to effectively communicate with children, parents/carers, colleagues and other service professionals (City & Guilds and WJEC, 2019a). This is supported by Dunhill (2009), who states that communication is a central and fundamental part of working with children and their families. The importance of communication is established in the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings, which states that practitioners have the responsibility to communicate with the child’s home and make strong connections in order to strengthen their sense of belonging (Welsh Government, 2022).
Another important part of professional practice is building positive relationships between practitioners, children and their families, as well as other professionals (Powell, 2010). This is supported by the Department of Education (2024), who believe that working in partnership with parents and carers is a central part of the early years. This importance is highlighted in the curriculum, which states that by building the relationship between the setting and home, the child’s wellbeing and development is nurtured (Welsh Government, 2022). The curriculum also states that by the parents and carers recognising the child’s educator and valuing their skills, it can help build a smooth transition for the child from the home to setting, as well as supporting the ongoing partnership between the family and practitioner (Welsh Government, 2022).
According to Social Care Wales (2025), practitioners need to have the knowledge and understanding of their role as a practitioner for the safety and welfare of the children they care for. The importance of this is highlighted by HM Government (2018), who state that children who need help, deserve the highest quality of support as soon as the need is identified. Therefore, practitioners have the responsibility to know what is required of them individually, as well as working in partnership with others (HM Government, 2018). 
Practitioners need to have the knowledge of the signs of abuse in order to provide early intervention. The Department of Health (1999) states that harm may be a result of either a direct act or failures to act to provide proper care. This is supported by the NSPCC (2025) who state that the types of harm that children can face include neglect, physical, emotional and sexual abuse. By practitioners offering early help to vulnerable children and their families, they are assisting in the prevention of future harm (Welsh Government, 2020). Early intervention is important as the child’s wellbeing can be improved as well as their development later in life (NSPCC, 2023a). Therefore, practitioners need to know who their Designated Safeguarding Person is for their setting (Welsh Government, 2020). Additionally, practitioners need to be familiar with the safeguarding policy in their setting, as well as safeguarding acts. For example, the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020, which abolishes corporal punishment of a child in Wales (Welsh Government, 2023b). 
The importance of safeguarding is shown in The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). The UNCRC is a legally binding agreement signed by 196 countries which outlines the rights of every child (UNICEF, n.d.). According to the Welsh Government (2020), The UNCRC ensures that every child has the right to be safe and happy. Article 19 is important, as it ensures that governments must protect children from all forms of abuse and neglect (UNICEF, n.d.). Therefore, the UNCRC informs professionals of the importance of safeguarding within early years practice.
The principles of the UNCRC also informs professional practice on the importance of respecting the views of children. This is shown in Article 12 which states that every child has the right to express their views in all matters that affect them and should be considered seriously (UNICEF, n.d.). Article 12 is also important when planning activities for the children in the setting. By the practitioner knowing what the children are interested in, learning can be enhanced through continuous, enhanced and focused activities that reflect on the children’s interests (Welsh Government, 2016). An enhanced activity means that by the practitioner observing the children, they can understand what the children are interested in and can add resources to the setting available to meet the theme that they are interested in (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, n.d.; Louis, 2022). For example, a sand pit can be turned into the moon for children to teach children who are interested in space. Therefore, enhanced activity of this type promotes Article 12 and is meeting the needs of children.
Continuous provisions can include a sand pit, water area and home corner. Every child has the right to play, so knowing what the children are interested in, is important for their continuous learning through the medium of play (UNICEF, n.d.). A focused provision is a planned activity that is set up to teach a new skill, such as numeracy to children (Estyn, 2017). Therefore, this planning cycle of continuous, enhanced and focused activities ensures that professionals are meeting the needs of children and fulfilling Article 28 of the UNCRC in the right of education for all children. This is supported by the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings, which states that a practitioner’s role in observations is to plan experiences that are relevant to children’s interests (Welsh Government, 2022). This is why observations are important in ensuring that practitioners are meeting the needs of children.
Multi-agency refers to the child’s setting working closely with other service providers, such as social services, to meet the needs of children and their families (City & Guilds and WJEC, 2019b). The Welsh Government is striving towards all schools in Wales becoming Community Focused Schools, which builds strong partnerships with families and other service providers (Welsh Government, 2025a). This is a goal of theirs as multi-agency working is a key part to professional practice, particularly regarding child protection and safeguarding (Department of Education, 2016). In fact, the NSPCC (2023b) state that all practitioners have the responsibility to work effectively in partnership in order to share any information on a child’s welfare as soon as possible. Partnership working also increases the quality of education that a child receives, as well as support the holistic development of all children in the practitioners care (Welsh Government, 2025a).
Multi-agency working has become a central part of policy in Wales. This is important as the Government has recognised that the outcomes and experiences of children in Wales need improving, focusing on early intervention and prevention (Wales Centre for Public Policy, 2021). In fact, the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 focuses on regional partnership arrangements, to improve the outcomes and well-being of children, as well as improve the efficiency of the multi-agency partnerships (Welsh Government, 2025b). Regional Safeguarding boards were also established under this act, to effectively promote multi-agency support for all children (Welsh Government, 2025b).
In conclusion, in early years practice, there is a great emphasis on the values and qualities that an individual brings to their setting (Gasper, 2015; Perez, 2019). Practitioners need to have knowledge on safeguarding procedures in their setting and be able to report their concerns to their Designated Safeguarding Person (Welsh Government, 2020). This is important as early interventions can support the later wellbeing and development of the child (NSPCC, 2023a). The importance of safeguarding in professional practice is highlighted in the UNCRC, particularly in Article 19. In regard to the importance of safeguarding, the Department of Education (2016) also state partnership and multi-agency working is also a key part of professional practice. In professional practice, the relationship between the home and setting is highlighted in the curriculum for funded non-maintained nursery settings. Therefore, practitioners must communicate effectively with the child’s parents/carers in order to nurture the child’s development, wellbeing and sense of belonging (Welsh Government, 2022). Overall, an early years practitioner must be aware of all the relevant legislation to improve their professional practice.
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