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Legal Process 
Discuss whether jury trials in England and Wales should be abolished?
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Introduction
The main question in this assignment is if juries in England and Wales should be abolished. In order to understand this debateable question, a person needs to have the knowledge to understand what a jury is. A jury is a group of people which is usually 12 people sworn to give a decision in a legal case based on the evidence which is submitted to them I the court hall. A way a person can be selected to be a part of the jury is when a jury summons in the post, a person must respond within a week to confirm if they can attend.’’ The citizens’ juries were run over 3 days as jury pairs, that is, two juries were conducted in the same geographical area, addressed the same jury mission, listened to the same witnesses, but were comprised of different people’’(Braunack-Mayer A 2014). A persons name also is chosen randomly from a register and a person will have to decide the outcome of a criminal trial. The jury service mainly lasts no longer than 10 days. The common use of juries is based today is in the Crown Court. This is where all criminal cases are involved in finding whether a person is found guilty or not guilty of a case. These cases can vast between the offences like manslaughter, murder, and rape. Hence why juries are used as a sense of justice, to make the solid decision whether the facts of the claimant have proved his case or not. ‘’The process of empanelling a jury in nineteenth-century England was controlled in most of the country by the County Juries Act 1825’’(Conor Hanly 2022). Having a jury present can be a very debateable topic, many people may think that having a jury present gives the court and the case justice, whereas other might have the opinion of thinking a jury is unnecessary and makes the cases more complicated and delayed. ‘’The Incorporation of such bias within juror decision processes may undermine the legal system’s ability to provide justice to society.’’ (Martin Lages. 2022) This gives us an insight of how the jury can be seen as a very important topic. In both of these opinions, 
I will be going into depth and justifying each point to understand both sides of perspective. ‘’Exploring the circumstances in which the jury of matrons was abolished in 1931 can help us see how various important parts of the contemporary criminal justice system of England and Wales developed. In particular, it allows us to see in greater detail how ideas of the jury and of capital punishment were changing at this time, and how important political networks were in securing legislative reforms.’’ (Kevin Crosby 2019).








Argument

Advantages
‘’Each method has its pros and cons’’ (Kovera, 2017). On the positive side of the debate, juries give public confidence which means that they are fundamental for the society. This can also mean that other opinions from different perspectives can be seen and discussed through the justice system. Hence, this also means that lawyers can explain certain matters clearly so that the jury and society can understand the case and situation. Another advantage to having juries present is the fact that it ables the public to take part and understand the administration of justice and how a decision is made within the court. Adding on, it can be seen that the jury is not influenced by outside pressure. This means that their perspective is only valid to the case. Juries can also give a sense of different opinions and views which in some cases cannot be seen. This gives the court a more opened minded decision and consideration. This also can be considered of the court being an open system of justice.’’ First, it allows for an examination of both jury processes and outcomes. Jury processes refer to the how of jury decision making—the ways in which various factors influence jurors’ attitudes, perceptions, and judgments; the relationships among those constructs; and how those constructs translate into verdicts’’ (Bornstein, B. H. 2017). As the jury is picked at random, there is no pressure or influence on the jury to come to their decision right away. Also, juries can decide on the innocent or guilty based on what they think is morally correct and fair, hearing the points of the case would give them an insight of their decision. Another advantage is that the court has the right to overrule when a bias opinion seems to exist within the court, this is then seen to control the situation and allows the process to be reviewed. 
Disadvantages
However, on the other side of the argument, many people think that juries need to be abolished. There are many reasons why they have these reasons. An instance of this would be the jury being tampered. This means that there may be bribery and threats involved which may reflect on the outcome of the case. This can reflect on the decision of the jury as they may be getting threats by the public to make a specific decision for the case. ‘’Racial bias among jury members may influence jury decisions.’’(Gawronski, B. 2016). This also goes for the defence lawyers and the court to change decision or to make a certain outcome for a case. If bribery and threats are involved, this means that the justice system is seen as biased and unfair. ‘’Disadvantage will vary according to the size of the population and the extent of perceived threats toward this minority’’ (Stringer, R. J. 2019). Adding to this, another disadvantage could be that the media may influence the jurors. This could be by seeing the media portray the case in a specific way in order to change their mind. News may also cover these aspects as well as social media and this could majorly influence the juror’s decision. Furthermore, there may be a lack of understanding from the jurors.’’ Criticisms of research using student mock jurors often fail to tease these things apart, but presumably the concern is less with the fact that participants are students.’’ (Luecht, K. 2017). As the jurors are picked randomly by online, there might be a case where a juror may not understand the situation and unsure whether what decision to take. Its also seen that it ‘’Also has a number of disadvantages due to the cognitive limitations of the individual group members’’(Rafiee Rad, S. 2019).They may need extra guidance and even help to make them understand, and this could highly affect the decision of the case. Another disadvantage is that there is a secrecy of the jury which means that there is not a way to know how the outcome of the case came to a decision. ‘’The present review examines racial disparities in three areas of the system: policing, policing, prison populations, and participation on juries’’(Kovera. 2019). There could be a possibility that many people are questionable about the outcome which may create riots and disagreements within the law and society. This therefore cannot be appealed. Juries also make the trials slow, and it also means expenses are also involved for the case. Backing up the statement, the jurors may need counselling if the facts of the case in court is too traumatic, this may mean this could affect the reaction of others within the court which may influence their decision. ‘’ the suspect participants themselves did not feel free to leave either situation. (Alceste, Luke, & Kassin, 2018)
In other points of view, some may believe that juries should be abolished, this is because the media has a big toll on the decision of the jurors. The cost and expense of having a jury is major, its time consuming and some decisions can be biased as well as being influenced by other people. ‘’The backlog of cases in criminal courts in England and Wales is likely to be a pervasive issue for several years, severely affecting victims, witnesses and defendants, the National Audit Office has said’’(Siddique Haroon,2022) it is heard that the ‘’ British law enforcement have been using nonconfrontational approaches to investigative interviewing for many years, and naturalistic data suggest these methods are effective.’’ (Kassin, S. M. 2020). Its also seen the that the race of a person can be revealed to affect a jurors decision, a juror may be racist for instance. ‘’Defendants in general and young Black men in particular was revealed’’ (Travis III, L. 2015). This shows that the juries can be seen as biased or unfair due to the race of the jurors.
Conclusion
To conclude, there are two sides to this topic whether if juries should be abolished or not, all the way to the idea that the jury can give a just, fair and moral outcome to a case or to the fact that the jury may be threated and influenced by people and the idea. Overall, some people may believe that juries should be abolished as it makes it easier and quicker for trials. A lot of people agree that due to the covid pandemic, there has been a vast amount of cases pending. If juries were to be abolished, this would speed up the process, which would clear the backlog. 
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