Linking a critical approach to your reading with a self-critical approach to writing.
How critical a reader and self-critical a writer are you already?

A. Tick each element of critical reading in the list below that you already employ when you read academic literature.

B. Tick each element of self-critical writing that you already employ when you write. (You may find it helpful to look at assessors’ comments on your past work, to see what they have praised and critiqued).

C. Then add up the number of ticks for each column, and consider your response to our statement at the end of the exercise.

	When I read an academic text I:


	Tick
	When I write an academic Text I:
	Tick

	1. try to work out what the authors are aiming to achieve;
	
	1. state clearly what I am trying to achieve;
	

	2. try to work out the structure of the argument;
	
	2. create a logical structure for my account, to help me develop my argument and to help the reader to follow it;
	

	3. try to identify the main claims made;
	
	3. clearly state may main claims;
	

	4. adopt a sceptical stance towards the authors’ claims, checking that they are supported by appropriate evidence;


	
	4. support my claims with appropriate evidence, so that a critical reader will be convinced;
	

	5. assess the backing for any generalizations made;
	
	5. avoid making sweeping generalizat5ions;
	

	6. check how the authors define their key terms and whether they are consistent in using them;
	
	6. define the key terms employed in my account, and use the terms consistently;
	

	7. consider what underlying values may be guiding the authors and influencing their claims;
	
	7. make explicit the values guiding what I write;
	

	8. keep an open mind, willing to be convinced;
	
	8. assume that my readers can be convinced, provided I can adequately support my claims;
	

	9. look out for instances of irrelevant or distracting material, and for the absence of necessary material.
	
	9. sustain focus throughout my account, avoid irrelevancies and digressions, and include everything that is relevant;
	

	10. identify any literature sources to which the authors refer, that I may need to follow up.
	
	10. ensure that my referencing in the text and the reference list is complete and accurate so that my readers are in a position to check my sources.
	

	TOTAL NUMBER OF TICKS
	
	TOTAL NUMBER OF TICKS
	

	The more ticks you have for both columns, the further you have already progressed in becoming g a critical reader and self-critical writer. Look back at any items that you have not ticked. Consider how you might incorporate these elements of critical reading and self-critical writing into your habitual approach to study.
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