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Slide 1 - Ideation
What can be done in our schools today to make our children aware of the wicked problems that we are facing globally and to provide them with the skills to come up with solutions to these challenges.
Schools are an idea place to encourage children to use the design thinking process especially the of stage of ideation. According to the Interaction Design Foundation (2020), the third stage of the design thinking process, ideation, is where children can brainstorm in order to gather ideas for solutions within a non-judgemental environment in an open minded creative way.                 
Slide 2 - Wicked problems
Whether the challenges we face today are, climate warming or drought, pollution or recycling or even poverty and insecurity we should as educators evoke conscience and a desire to solve these problems.  Education can spark children’s imagination in order to generate a variety of ideas, to challenge assumptions and to ask more questions.  Children can be guided to adapt their thinking, to connect concepts, to recognise patterns of behaviour and be open and curious in order to take risks when testing ideas and we can do this within our education system by offering skill-based sessions.  
Slide 3 - India schools 
India has been the first country to recognise the importance of these skills by introducing a design thinking and innovation course which according to Bejeli-Datt (2022) it boosts real world skills. In an article in the Times of India (2022), Sahai says that ‘it is not just about “solving problems”, but about solving “wicked” real complex issues and also more importantly, about creating new futures.’ 
The Welsh government (2021) in its Curriculum for Wales, Statements of What Matters Code, also recognises this importance, that we need to meet society’s needs and wants by finding creative and technical ways through a design thinking and engineering curriculum.
Slide 4 – Child innovators  (Professor Ravi Poovaiah, from the Industrial Design Centre (IDC) School of Design (2022) says ‘we will have children who come out of school with their mindsets changed.’
By providing a safe environment where children can look beyond the obvious solutions, where they can ask questions even silly ones, they can consider the perspectives and strengths of other team members and develop their own self-confidence, then new and varied design solutions can be inspired.
So let’s educate our children early.  Let’s give our children the tools to extend their thinking and let their new ideas generate solutions.
Let’s unleash a team of weird and wonderful geniuses into this world with the power and potential to make a difference. 
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