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Due to the introduction of the Police and Evidence Act in 1984 and the additions to the legislation the police have been given many powers that they use that ensure they are doing their job as effective as possible but also within the law. One of the powers that the police have is stop and search, stop and search is a power that makes it legal for the police to stop someone in public and search them Stop and search, (2016). The power of stop and search does not only give the police the power to stop people but also their vehicles as well meaning that if a person is acting suspicious no matter if they are walking in public or driving the police are able to stop them and search them.
Operation Swamp is a famous case in policing history as due to this operation many reforms and acts have been created. Operation Swamp was an operation set up by the police in 1981 to try to reduce crime in Brixton, as Brixton was poverty ridden which caused crime to become abundant. One of the main methods that the police used to prevent crime was to search as many people as they could, due to Brixton having a big black community the mass stopping which were primarily young black men made the police look racist which caused tensions between the Brixton community and the police The 'riots', (1981). Within the five days that operation swamp was active a total of over nine hundred civilians were searched, after the fifth day these tensions came to ahead when the police were helping a black man, but it looked like they were harassing him, due to this the Brixton riots broke out which led to over three days of riots where over seven million pounds worth of damage occurred, and hundreds arrested Brenton, (2010).
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act was introduced three years after the Brixton riots as a direct response, it was clear that during operation Swamp the police was abusing their power to stop and search anyone they wanted without cause hoping that they would find anything that would lead to an arrest. The fact that the police targeted the black community had shown institutional racism and without any regulations or legislation that defined the powers that the police have and how they could and could not use them then it is very likely that they would be abused just as bad today. 
Stop and Search is a very important power, but it can also be abused very easily as clearly seen by Operation Swamp, as the power can be easily abused there are a set of rules that the police have to follow to make sure that the stop is lawful, these are called codes of practise. A police officer can only stop and search a person if they have reasonable grounds to, these reasonable grounds are if the police suspect that the person that they have stopped is suspected to be carrying a prohibited item such as a weapon or an illegal substance or if the person has been suspected of a crime Code A (2015). Another rule that the police have to follow to make a stop legal is that they have to tell you that you are being stopped for a particular purpose but also where they search a person, as there are many different types of searches the officer has to chose an appropriate place to search someone for example if it is a normal search then they can search in public but if the search is more intrusive then they have to search in a private area that is out of sight of the public.
After a police officer has found reasonable grounds to search someone, they will then start the procedure, as there are many parts of the procedure to stop and search a person the police have come up with an acronym, the acronym is GOWISELY, each letter of the acronym is a step that the police must follow, the G stands for grounds which is the grounds for the search as previously mentioned. The O stands for object, this is the object that the police are looking for, after O is W which stands for warrant, if the police officer that is searching you is not in uniform it is important that they show their warrant card which gives their name and shows that they are a police officer. When doing a stop if the police officer is in uniform, they do not need to produce a warrant card, but they do need to identify themselves which is the I in GOWISELY, to identify themselves the police officer must give their name unless it is in the case of terrorism or they think doing so would endanger them. When a police officer has identified themselves, they have to tell the suspect what police station they are from, Station is the S in the acronym. The E is entitlement, entitlement means that the suspect is given a copy of the search form of the stop and search, after the form is given then the police officer tells the suspect what legal powers, they are using to execute the search which is the L in GOWISELY, finally after the everything else has been done then the suspect should be told why they are being stopped which is the Y in the acronym, Bedfordshire Police, (2017).   
GOWISLEY is very helpful to the police as it helps them remember what they need to do and say t during a stop and search but it is also good for the suspect that is being stopped as it shows them the stop is legal and that they are not being stopped for no reason as they are told why they are getting stopped, this means that it should remove any thoughts that they are being stopped for any reason that can be seen as discriminate like due to their race or sexual orientation. 
It is not only important for the police officer who is stopping the suspect to know what they must do to make the stop legal and what order the procedures must be followed but the police officer must know what clothes they can search when they are searching someone in public Quinton, (2011). When a search is being done in public the police can only make a suspect remove their outer clothing this consists of gloves, coat, jackets, or inside shoes Stop and Search, (2020). The fact that the police can make a person remove their shoes and socks is a good thing as if a suspect has been stopped before they will know that the police will make them remove out parts of their clothing as well as make them turn out their pockets. When the police think that a person is hiding something that is under their outer clothing then the suspect must been moved to a place that is out of the sight of the public to a private place as 
Under section 1(2)(a) of the Police and Evidence Act 1984 the police can search a vehicle if they believe there is a cause to, this could be to search for stolen items or even for illegal items such as sharp blades (Police and Evidence Act 1984). It is very important that the police have the power to search vehicles, as a vehicle has more space than a person clothing it means that more items can be stored and hidden within or outside of it such as illegal substances. Vehicle stop and searches are particularly important in county lines drug trafficking, county lines drug trafficking is where drugs from one county are taken to another usually from cities to more rural areas Stop and Search, (2021). There are many ways that gangs transport these drugs such as by recruiting vulnerable people, but one major way is by vehicles such as cars, as county lines have become very prevalent recently it is important that the police have the power to search vehicles as they could be linked with drug trafficking, but as vulnerable people are being exploited a search of a vehicle could protect them from being exploited and abused.  
The fact that the police can stop and search people in public is very important and there are many positive aspects, one of the positives is that being able to search a person or vehicle can result in the police finding evidence that could pertain to a crime that is still being investigated, if the police did not have this power, then a person who has committed a crime could dump evidence during an investigation.
The use of stop and search is often used for investigatory purposes and is not meant to be a preventative measure, as stop and search does little to deter crime Tiratelli, Quinton and Bradford, (2018). As stop and search should not be used to deter crime use of the stop and search should only be used to investigate crime and not outright prevent it Panjwani, (2019). As around thirty percent of stops end with action taken against the person being stopped, the crimes that people have been caught during a stop vary but most of them have been drug related offences Quinton, Tiratelli and Bradford, (2014). As most people who have been arrested while being searched where for offences related to drugs then stopping and search is affective in stopping drug crimes.
In the United Kingdom most firearms are illegal meaning that knives are the weapon of choice when committing an attack, The Scottish Centre for Crime and Justice Research, (2010). Within cities and areas that are deprived many youths form gangs, these gangs can become very violent and feud with other gangs, due to these feuds many gang members carry knives for protection Harding, (2020). As more knives are being brought onto the street knife crime has began to rise within the last decade meaning that there has been an increase of people being stabbed and, in some cases, fatally Kirk-Wade and Allen, (2020). In 2019 there where over 45,600 offences where a knife was involved which was a 7% increase from 2018 Crime in England and Wales - Office for National Statistics, (2020), due to the worrying statistics the police have made attempts to prevent knife crime by doing more stops and searches in areas with high knife crime rate, a study by Eades, Grimshaw, Silvestri and Solomon, (2007) has shown that the increase of the stops and searches in these areas had no impact on the knife crime statistics, this shows that in certain cases stop and searching does not decrease the instances of offences involving knives, this is most likely due to the fact that if people know the police are doing increased searches then they will just keep the knives at home until they have died down.
The power of stop and search is very useful and important as it can stop various crimes from happening but there are still many negative aspects to the power. As police officers are people, they are going to have individual biases and believe in stereotypes, even though most police officers do not let their views get in the way of their work there are still a minority that do, this means that due to the conceived notions about a certain group of people they will more likely stop people of the group that they have personal bias against. Many people feel that the police are institutionally racist and dislike the Black and Minority Ethnic community, people who are apart of the BAME community have felt they are being stopped and search at a higher rate than people who are white Equality and Human Rights Commission, (2010). According to Home Office, (2020) the rate at which the police stop, and search has gone down significantly within the last few years as in 2008/2009 there were over one point five million stops and searches carried out but by 2018 there had only just over two hundred and seventy-five thousand stops and searches. As there has been a massive decrease in stops and searches this should have affected all communities as it means that less and less people are being stopped but according to Keeling, (2017) these decreases have negatively affected the black community as now three times as many black people are being stopped than white people. The decrease of the stopping and searching of people can be a good as not as many people feel that they are being discriminated against, but it can also show the discrimination that these communities feel.
Overall the power to stop and search the public is a very important power for the police to use to be able to investigate crimes and stop them while they are happening, as it is so important the codes of practice that have been put into place to regulate the power are needed as they stop it from being abused such as by stopping people just because of stereotypes instead of actual suspicion which could lead to another Brixton where the Black community distrust the police and tensions run high. It has been shown that even though the power to stop and search can help in some areas it should not be used to prevent crimes but only to investigate them and stop them from becoming any worse. Stop and search has many areas where it does not deter crime such as knife crime. Even though stop and search is important the police should watch how they use the power as the power can have negative effects as well as it can make people who are apart of minority communities feel that they are being targeted and many studies suggest that not only do minorities feel like they are being targeted by the police in terms of stop and search, but the statistics show that they are especially people who are a part of the BAME community. To conclude the power of stop and search is a necessary power that helps the police a lot in investigating crime while it happens but also in stopping crimes before they get worse but there are many situations where stop and search does not work and when it does it does not deter crime or offenders from committing crime.
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